 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

9th SEPTEMBER 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy, Eleanor Mockler, & Olive Milner
Apologies: None 
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

In attendance:   Paul Burgum – Billingham Charity Trophy



Marc Stephenson – Senior Enforcement Officer 




     Stockton Borough Council

SA121/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA122/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


None received.      
SA123/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA124/10
Paul Burgum – update from Billingham Charity Trophy Fun Day Event held on 4th July 2010


Paul was in attendance at the meeting to give members an overview of the Billingham Charity Fun Day held on 4th July at Billingham Rugby Club.   Paul informed members that the overall cost of the event was £14,166.69 and income on the day was £11,785.  The deficit has been paid by a Director of Billingham Charity Trophy Events team.   Paul informed members that any profit made on the day would have gone directly back into the community such as the nominated recipients  Great North Ambulance and Cole Lancaster a local boy who suffers from cerebral palsy, whose family needed assistance to build an extension on their home to provide more space for Cole. Cllr McCall stated that Paul is to be commended for his efforts.  Paul informed members that there were no anti-social behaviour incidents or complaints of noise from residents regarding the event.

Paul informed members that the proposal for the 2011 Fun Day is a full weekend of music, sport and entertainment.  The Saturday will be a music festival and Sunday Family Fun Day.

Paul stated that Billingham Charity Trophy Events (BCT) is committed to increasing and improving opportunities for young people across the local area.  Paul gave members an update on new initiatives that BCT are currently involved with. Paul informed members of a summer Sports Club programme for children which took place during the summer for 5 weeks.  The programme engaged children through sport and included activities such as football, cricket, rugby, hockey and rounders with children mixing and socialising from Norton Grange, Low Grange and Port Clarence.  As the sessions progressed BCT arranged other activities such as learning to play the guitar. Paul advised members that BCT has opened a kitchen in the Synthonia Club and are now catering for all of their events and providing a catering service for functions. 

Paul informed members that BCT is offering a training scheme for 17-24 year olds and work experience opportunities via links with the construction industry with organisations such as Taylor Wimpey Homes and W.A. Browne and local companies such as Billingham Windows.  

It was recommended:

The update from Paul is accepted.


Paul was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA125/10
Marc Stephenson, Senior Officer - Enforcement Team, Stockton Borough Council (enforcement review)

Members had received a spreadsheet previously circulated by the Executive Officer which identifies all of the call outs (approximately 200 calls) placed with Billingham Town Council’s enforcement. This reflects the amount of incidents that were logged and actioned on.

Marc gave members an overview of generalised incidents which have never been below 30 per month.  He informed members that incidents related mainly to anti-social behaviour, untaxed vehicles, seizure of alcohol and tobacco particularly from minors.

A question and answers session took place.

Q.  An incident took place on 28th August 2010 at the bowling club,                              John Whitehead Park.  Why wasn’t the bowling club informed?


A. The officers used to attend the bowling club meetings.  Unfortunately we haven’t attended a meeting for a while.  I will ensure that somebody attends the next meeting.


Q.  What other groups do you have contacted with?


A. Tristar Homes, Tees Valley Homes, Low Grange Residents Association, Joint Agency Group briefings with Police, Fire, Health Authority and Housing.  We attend as many meetings as possible.


Q.  Do you share your statistics with the Police?


A.  Yes we have a good relationship with the Police within Billingham.    The statistics are analysed from the same centre as the Police.


Statement:  Cllr McCall stated that it was encouraging that from the report circulated that only 1 incident had occurred at the Clarence’s.

A. This is due to recent covert and overt operations being carried out within this area.

Q.  Is there any pattern to incidents occurring in the same area?  Is the    service having an effect?

 A.  My personal opinion is that the service is having an impact.  For example there are issues over how secure John Whitehead Park is due to gaps in the fence for individuals to get through. Previously the locking of the gates to the park was allocated to staff that are not trained or equipped to deal with youths.  Enforcement Officers locking the gates does have a positive impact as we can engage with the youths and seize alcohol.  

Extra patrols within Roscoe Road has led to a reduction in anti-social behaviour incidents/call outs to Roscoe Road within Billingham.


Q.  Do most incidents occur when it is light or dark?


A.  The dark nights cause most problems.  Our busiest time will be mischief night and Halloween/Bonfire night.


Q.  Can we make Billingham an alcohol free zone?

A.  No in accordance with the Human Rights Act people have the right to drink in streets that are not marked as an alcohol free zone.


The Chair stated that members are obtaining a clear picture of activity  around Billingham.  He asked Marc if he felt that during the summer months the additional enforcement provision which has been provided between the hours of 7pm – 10pm has been effective.  The Chair asked if timings of patrols need to be adjusted?  Marc stated that he had been involved in patrolling Billingham and in his opinion felt that during winter months patrols would be effective from 6pm – 9pm and problems occur between 4.30pm – 10pm. The Chair stated that Billingham Town Council does not want to dictate timings but would like guidance on the most effective time during winter months.  Marc felt that anytime between 4.30pm – 10pm would be effective.  Cllr McCoy stated that the closing time of the Forum would need to be taken into consideration and informed members that PC Pearson is considering contacting bus companies to alter the timings of the last bus from 11.00 pm to 10.00 pm when the Forum closes.

Marc informed members that a number of shopping trolleys have been seized.  People use these trolleys to dump domestic waste, carry combustible items to fields where they set them on fire, carry alcohol or cause criminal damage.   

Since seizing trolleys Stockton Borough Council has seen a 59% reduction in fires.  Marc informed members that to assist with these figures and in accordance with the Environmental Act a government initiative is in operation were individuals can be fined £80 for stealing a trolley.  

Currently Stockton Borough Council is working in partnership with a company called Trolley Wise who will collect the trolleys seized from the Enforcement Officers and return to the store, at a cost to the store of between £30 - £40 per trolley.

The Executive Officer asked Marc if he would look into an incident previously reported in Gilside Road.  A resident is alleging that youths are throwing apples at elderly residents homes.  The Executive Officer explained that she had visited the area after receiving numerous irate telephone calls but was unable to find an apple tree.  The Executive Officer also advised that she had reported overgrown bushes to Care For Your Area as reported by this resident and they were cut back the next day.  Also enforcement visited the area the same day with regards to youths hanging around.

At this point Marc left the meeting.  The Chair thanked Marc for attending the meeting.

Members discussed the additional Enforcement Officer provision.     Cllr McCoy stated that she was happy with the programme and reports and felt that the programme should continue for a further six months.  This was seconded by Cllr McCall.  The Chair stated that Billingham Town Council would review the hours of the service on a month to month basis. 

It was recommended


The update from Marc is accepted.
 
Marc was thanked for attending the meeting.

The Committee recommend that the additional enforcement provision for Billingham continue for a further six months due to evidence in the report circulated and update from Marc that the service is having an impact within Billingham. Members felt that hours of the service will need to be revisited for Bonfire night.  

The Executive Officer informed members that the Service Level Agreement states that hours of operation can be subject to change.

SA126/10
Projects update report (report from Executive Officer)

The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new projects.



Allotments

Billingham Town Councils comments and suggestions have been forwarded to Stockton Borough Council and will be included in phase two of the allotment strategy.  Billingham Town Council has also received a recent suggestion from North Billingham Residents Association which will be forwarded to Stockton Borough Council.



Community Newspaper
The second edition of the Community Newspaper was distributed week commencing 26th July 2010. There was an increase in interest for this edition which resulted in the committee deciding to increase the number of pages from 12 to 20. 

Billingham Community Newspaper Group continues to look for sponsorship; current sponsors are Billingham Town Council (delivery costs), Billingham Environmental Link Project and Know How North East.

Billingham Community Newspaper Group hope to have the third edition produced by the end of September. 

The newspaper is a success and many residents have commented on how great it is to have our very own free newspaper which highlights all of the fantastic things that are happening in our town.

Community Orchard
Delay in the land transfer from the developers to Stockton Borough Council.  Until this is complete Billingham Town Council are unable to obtain the lease of land or submit a funding application to Awards for All.
Dog fouling/litter Bins & Grit Bins

Billingham Town Council will be placing 8 new dog waste bins and 2 new litter bins throughout Billingham within the next month. The bins will display the Town Council logo on both the front and the back and will be installed w/c 4th October 2010.
Stockton Borough Council are currently reviewing their criteria for placing grit bins in the borough, until we have received their report from this review Billingham Town Council are unable to proceed with plans to place additional grit bins throughout Billingham.

Events

Billingham Carnival

Over the past 4 weeks the staffing team have been preparing stands and promotional material for Billingham Carnival on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th of September. 
The Executive Officer will be in attendance all weekend, promoting all our services and also hosting the treasure hunt in which residents have entered a competition via the Community Newspaper to win tickets for the rides at the carnival this weekend.

All winners have been notified and can collect their tickets from the office.


Christmas Event
On track, we are currently completing all of the paperwork that needs to be sent to Stockton Borough Council i.e. risk assessment, application for use of JWP.
Quality Status

The Executive Officer informed members that now she has passed   the CILCA Qualification, she would like to progress the Council onto quality status. This will open many doors in relation to delivery of services and being able to use the power of wellbeing.

Town Plan
As part of the strategy for moving Billingham forward and with progression towards quality status Billingham Town Council can now begin developing a town plan. 
The aim of this plan is to bring all the stakeholders together within the town into a cohesive forum to identify current and desired services which will eradicate duplication and give Billingham Town Council foundations for enterprise, economic growth and partnerships. Billingham Town Council will provide the link between stakeholders and Stockton Borough Council lobbying for local aspirations to be adopted into local development plans.
BELP (Billingham Environmental Link Programme)

The Executive Officer informed members that she had attended the induction for the BELP project on 1st September 2010, at which she was elected as a member onto the board and voted as Vice Chairman. The Executive Officer would like to seek approval from the Council to carry out this position with BELP.

BLF (Billingham Legacy Fund)

The Executive Officer attended the induction of the BLF on 2nd September 2010.

Shaw Trust

Ongoing SLA. The flower tubs will be re-planted with winter plants once the current plants are finished.
Train Station

The meeting with Erica Lane (Northern Rail) went ahead with Chris Renahan (Stockton Borough Council). Erica took actions away with her and has informed Chris that there will be a follow meeting in October. They have discussed moving forward with lighting, security and signage. Chris advised that it does not look like Northern Rail will move on the disabled access at present.
Keep Billingham Tidy
Launched at Billingham Charity Trophy Event, Billingham Town Council is requesting the schools to design a picture which can be used in our campaign. Also the Executive Officer has spoken to Cleverbins who are an organisation who are promoting a national Keep Britain Tidy. There may be a chance of free solar powered bins, depending on how the pilot scheme works. Billingham Town Council may have a chance to participate next year.

Pride of Billingham

Launched at our Annual General Meeting in May 2010 and also promoted at Billingham Charity Trophy Event, and at Billingham Carnival and on Billingham Town Council website.

Youth
Promoting/sponsoring the youth/kiddies corner at Billingham Carnival.

Liaising with all of the youth groups in Billingham on current provision. Billingham Town Council hosts of the youth provider facebook site.



It was recommended

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA127/10
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 26th July to 5th September 2010.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


The Executive Officer gave members an update on planning 



application number 10/1757/FUL Location: Former Stockton & 


Billingham College, Finchale Avenue, Billingham, Proposal: 


Application for erection of 43 No. residential dwellings and associated 

roads, sewers and landscaping.  The Executive Officer informed 


members that this application is a reduction in the number of houses 

being built, with a slight re-design.


The Executive Officer informed members that planning application 


number 10/1684/COU Location: 123 Station Road, Proposal: For 

change of use from A1 retail to A5 hot food takeaway with 



extract/filtration ducting to rear at 123 Station Road has been refused.



The Executive Officer informed members that planning application 


number 10/2144/FUL Location: Land adjacent to The Causeway 

and Finchale Avenue, Proposal: A new premium discount food store 

(Aldi Food Stores Ltd) has been submitted to Stockton Borough 


Council.



Cllr McCoy stated that a majority of members of the public are in favour 

of having an 
Aldi Foodstore outside the Town Centre.  Members felt 

that having a store on Finchale Avenue is the wrong location and would 

impact on traffic, housing and the vitality of the Town Centre.  The 


Executive Officer informed members that the application contravenes 

the Stockton Borough Council Core Strategy Development Plan 


document which states that no further allocation for retail development 

can be built other than in or on the edge of the Town Centre. 




Members discussed the application for Aldi Food Stores Ltd.  Members 

felt that the application would adversely affect the vitality and viability of 

the Town Centre.  Members expressed their opposition of this 


application.

  

It was recommended


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.



Members oppose planning application for Aldi Food Stores Ltd for the 

reasons stated above. 



SA128/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA129/10
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· Billingham International Folklore Festival – Thanks to Billingham Town Council – Sunday 8th August Festival Family Concert is free (taken from website)
· Billingham Synthonia Junior Football Club – Email thanking Billingham Town Council for replacing the turf recently stolen from football pitches.
· Tees Credit Union – Credit sessions available at Low Grange Community Centre every Monday between 10am  & 11am
· Magnum Fireworks Ltd – Explosives Site licence application – Haverton Hill Road, Haverton Hill Industrial Estate (further information on this to be sent to members).  Due to the shortage of time and next committee the remainder of correspondence is to be sent to members prior to the next Town Council meeting on 21st September 2010.
SA130/10
Any Other business


None.

SA131/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 7th October 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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