 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

9th JUNE 2011
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Ray McCall (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Gina McCall, Olive Milner & Eleanor Mockler
Apologies: Cllrs Ann McCoy & Sheila Smart
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                    Vicky Lloyd        Note taker

In attendance:  Lee Wright         - Senior Enforcement Officer 




         Stockton Borough Council 


        Hilary Dunne      - Director, Wildchilds


       Janet  Smith        - Member of the public

SA195/11
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA196/11
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Ann McCoy & Sheila Smart.
SA197/11
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA198/11
Election of Chair/Vice Chair


The Executive Officer advised members that as this is the first Committee after the AGM a Chairman is to be appointed, also it would be beneficial to have a Vice Chairman.

Cllr Ray McCall was nominated as Chairman to the Services & Amenities Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr Helen Atkinson.  It was proposed by Cllr Ray McCall that Cllr Atkinson be appointed as Vice Chair.  This was seconded by Cllr Olive Milner. 

It was recommended

Cllr Ray McCall is accepted as Chairman to the Services & Amenities Committee and Cllr Helen Atkinson as Vice Chair.
SA199/11
Terms of Reference - Review

The Executive Officer advised that it would be beneficial to review the existing Terms of Reference for the Committee to ensure that any changes in aims and objectives are reflected accordingly.

Members discussed the current Terms of Reference and felt that asset transfers should be included as a regular agenda item of this Committee.    

It was recommended


The Executive Officer to implement the existing aims, objectives and projects of the Committee.

At this point the Chair stated the following the update from the Enforcement team the meeting would be adjourned for 10 minutes to allow public participation.
SA200/11
Lee Wright, Senior Enforcement Officer, Stockton Borough Council 

Lee stated that he will be providing members with two reports every month which include target data for the dedicated Billingham Town Council service during Friday & Saturday evenings between the hours of 7.00pm – 10.00pm and a report detailing a full overview of call outs for Billingham.  

Lee gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the months of April & May. The target data for the dedicated enforcement provision on Friday & Saturday evenings identify 50 call outs for April and 26 for May.  Incidents relate mainly to anti-social behaviour, environmental crime and vehicle incidents which can include reports of parking on grass verges or double yellow, blocking a pavement, obstructing a junction or vehicle being fixed on the highway.  In April Officers dealt with 11 incidents of alcohol confiscation and 11 reports of anti-social behaviour and in May 2 incidents of alcohol confiscation and 3 incidents of anti-social behaviour. The Executive Officer asked if reports be forwarded 5 days prior to meetings so that the information can be forwarded to members.


Lee reported a Borough wide issue with abandoned trolleys however statistics are dropping. Officers are targeting supermarkets to take ownership for trolleys.  Lee stated that looking at the service data report he felt that the dedicated service between the hours of 7.00 pm – 10.00 pm is very effective.


Lee informed members that the main focus for Officers in the foreseeable future is the Forum.  The Forum has external Security Officers on site.  The night of Friday 10th is the main opening night at the Forum.  An Enforcement Officer will be present in a van with CCTV cameras to concentrate on areas such as John Whitehead Park and bus stops and the police will be present.

At this point the Chair commended Lee and his team for the work they undertake.
    
Cllr Gina McCall raised a potential issue with anti-social behaviour in respect of a prom night planned for a local secondary school.  Lee stated that if details of the event can be forwarded to the Enforcement team they will promote safety and security.

The Executive Officer requested that following a meeting of The Northern Area Partnership Board if Enforcement Officers attend meetings can they make it clear that Billingham Town Council is providing the dedicated officer service in addition to the existing service currently provided by the team.

It was recommended


The update from Lee is accepted.
 
Lee was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA201/11
Public Participation


Mrs Smith a member of the public informed members of a consultation letter she has received in respect of the review of services for adult and older people at Parkside Day Centre on Melrose Avenue in Billingham.   Mrs Smith stated that she had attended a consultation meeting and it had been muted that it is planned to move the service to a centre in Thornaby.  She expressed her concern to members as Parkside is the only centre in Billingham for older people.  The Chair stated that Billingham Town Council has not been notified of the closure.  He would be attending a meeting that evening at Stockton Borough Council and would mention this to Cllr Jim Beall the cabinet member for Adult Services & Health.

It was recommended


Mrs Smith was thanked for attending the meeting.  Cllr Ray McCall to feed back to Mrs Smith any further information he receives from his discussions with Cllr Beall.
SA202/11
Presentation on ideas for Christmas Event 2011 – Hilary Dunne, Director, Wildchilds


Hilary was in attendance at the meeting to provide members with entertainment and theming suggestions for this year’s traditional Christmas event to be held on Saturday 10th December 2011.

Hilary gave members an overview of two proposals for consideration as follows:

Theme 1 – Santa’s Workshop


Grand setting for Father Christmas

· Inflatable dome structure providing shelter, housing Santa in train and Wildchilds props, snow blankets, artificial trees, lamp posts and picket fencing
· Throne and reindeer props for stage

· Walkway to grotto



Roving entertainment to add spectacle 

· 1 x toy stilt walker

· Master puppeteer with character puppet

· 2 x large character mascots – King Wildchilds (lion) & Puddles  (duck)



‘Things to do’ entertainment

· Cottage as elves workshop – face painting
· Costumed face painters as toy soldiers/rag dolls
· Costumed balloon modellers as toy soldiers
· Event trailer – crafty zone


Themeing

· 2 x walk through entrances – (operated snow machines, themed castle entrances, inc. generators and lights)
· Located with Santa display area: lamp posts, large toy soldiers and letter block props
· Lighting to trees where appropriate
· Snow machine with operator for the Christmas tree area


Music
· Extra backing track supplied


Theme 2 – The Wizard of Oz


Grand setting for Father Christmas

· Inflatable castle structure providing shelter, housing Santa on throne snow blankets, artificial trees, lamp posts and picket fencing

· Throne and reindeer props for stage

· Walkway to grotto



Roving entertainment to add spectacle 

· 1 x witch stilt walker (or other Wizard of Oz characters)
· Master puppeteer with ‘Dorothy’
· 2 x large character mascots – King Wildchilds (lion) & scarecrow


‘Things to do’ entertainment

· Cottage inflatable – face painting
· Costumed face painters as wicked witch/good queen
· Costumed balloon modellers as scarecrow/lion/tin man
· Event trailer – crafty zone


Themeing

· Located with Santa display area: throne,  lamp posts, large props
· Lighting to trees where appropriate
· Snow machine with operator for the Christmas tree area


Music

· Extra backing track supplied


Wildchilds would also be able to serve food at the event 



and provide 400 children’s small gift boxes and chocolate/treat fillers.



At this point Hilary left the meeting.  The Chair thanked Hilary for 


attending the meeting.


The Executive Officer informed members that the cost for all the above 

would be £6,500 plus VAT which is within this years allocated budget.


Members discussed the proposals from Wildchilds and the possibility of 

integrating the event with the pantomime at The Forum which is 


Cinderella.  Discussions took place around who would switch on the 

Christmas tree lights, lighting, time schedule for set up and egress for 

Santa’s grotto.  A member suggested exploring the possibility of 


employing a future jobs fund candidate at no costs to the Town Council 

to assist the staffing team with the Christmas event.



The Executive Officer asked members if other groups were to be 


contacted to present ideas for the event.  All members agreed to 


consider the proposal from Wildchilds as they know the venue and 


provided excellent service last year. 


The Chair asked members to vote on the proposals presented by 


Wildchilds.  All members agreed The Wizard of Oz as this years 


theme for the traditional Christmas event. 


It was recommended


Hilary was thanked for attending the meeting.



The proposal from Wildchilds be approved, the Executive Officer 


to liaise with Hilary (Wildchilds) to amend/add to proposal where 


necessary.
SA203/11
Regeneration matters & report from Stockton Borough Council

The regeneration report for June 2011 received from Iain Robinson, Billingham Town Centre Co-ordinator, Stockton Borough Council was circulated to members on 27th May.  Members did not have any queries on the report.

The Executive Officer informed members that the office is receiving a number of queries from members of the public in respect of the Town Centre. 

The Executive Officer has circulated an  email to members received from John McLaughlin at Stockland in relation to the concern raised by members about the corrosion of the stairs (near the post office).  

John has replied to say that Stockland are investigating what can be done with the damage to the stairs which they suspect was caused when deliveries were made via the stairs following an arson attack on the lift adjacent.


The Executive Officer informed members that the new Town Centre Manager Tony Donnelly commenced in post this week, and will invite Tony to attend a Services & Amenities Committee meeting.  A member enquired if the petition submitted by Billchem Ltd, Pharmacy within Billingham Health Centre in respect of the Town Centre which was handed to the Mayors office could be re-submitted.


It was recommended


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.


The Executive Officer to look into petition and advise accordingly.
SA204/11
Projects for 2011/12 



Keep Billingham Tidy

The competition has been rolled out to primary, special schools and                     secondary schools within Billingham with a deadline of 31st May 2011.  Posters have been received from Wolviston Primary School, Bewley Primary School, St John The Evangelist RC Primary School and Roseberry Primary School.


The Executive Officer informed members that a judging panel would need to be set up.  Cllrs Ray McCall and Eleanor Mockler volunteered to be a judge on the panel.  The Executive Officer will circulate an email to members asking for volunteers.  The winning posters will become the signature poster for the campaign throughout Billingham and be displayed within the Forum art gallery.  

The Executive Officer informed members that in the Services & Amenities Committee meeting minutes held on 7th October 2010 members had discussed possible prizes for winners as a character bin, a wall plaque for the school and book token for the individual winner.  All members agreed with this proposal for prize winners.  At this point the Chair declared a personal non-prejudicial interest as a governor of High Clarence Primary School and Billingham South Primary School.

Coat of Arms/Chairman’s medallion

St Michael’s secondary school will be producing designs for the Chairman’s pendant. The design will show the history of Billingham – past, present and future. The school plan to have the design complete by July.

Youth Council


Ongoing. The Executive Officer has met with Jenny McCallum to work closely with Youth Services to develop a Youth Forum which can feed into Youth Council.   

Town Plan/Industry meeting 


This is moving forward and an industry meeting has been scheduled for 8th July 2011 to be held at Belasis Business Centre.

The Northern Area Partnership Board

The Executive Officer informed members that she attended the Northern Area Partnership Board meeting on 6th June to give an update presentation on Billingham Town Council which was well received.

Allotment provision


Graham Clingan, Countryside & Greenspace Development Manager, Stockton Borough Council has confirmed that a draft version of the Strategy for Allotments and Leisure gardens was circulated last year, and Stockton Borough Council have completed some  mapping work to identify potential sites for new allotments/community gardens across the Borough.

More recently a survey has been carried out of the Borough’s ‘Viewpoint Panel’ Survey to gain a better understanding of the views and needs of local residents.  Stockton Borough Council has also undertaken surveys of existing holders and the next stage is to analyse the results of those surveys.  Discussions have taken place with organisations such as Groundwork, Know How North East and the Billingham Environmental Link Programme (BELP) about how Stockton Borough Council can support community food growing across the Borough.  Stockton Borough Council are currently preparing a revised version of the strategy and action plan for circulation for comment in the autumn.


Horticultural Centre of Excellence at Clarence’s


BELP have confirmed that Clarences Horticultural Centre of Excellence will take full liability for the water at the Clarences Allotment and no liability will fall on Billingham Town Council.  BELP have requested that the installation costs of £1200 plus VAT to included in the bill for the water installation and paid by the Town Council so that the Town Council can claim the VAT.

Cafe - John Whitehead Park


The Executive Officer informed members that the office is receiving a number of queries from members of the public enquiring why the cafe in John Whithead Park is closed.  Following a meeting with Jamie McCann, Head of Direct Services, Stockton Borough Council, the Executive Officer has been advised that the cafe is not making a profit due to a number of overheads and restricted opening times. Jamie is offering the Town Council the opportunity to run the cafe on a trial basis for a period of six months to see if a different approach to hours and usage would make it a more viable service.  The Executive Officer informed members that she has spoken to Kevin Pitt in BELP to explore the possibility of running the cafe as a social enterprise incorporating training programme.  The cafe would be run by a Manager and any profits made would be re-invested into the cafe.  The Executive Officer informed members that rent would not be payable during this period however the tenant would be responsible for utility bills.  The Town Council would manage the cafe with the possibility of being open on an evening to be utilised as a youth cafe.  The Chair stated that this was a good opportunity for the Town Council.  The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal for the Town Council to run the cafe within John Whitehead Park on a trail basis for a period of six months.  Four members voted in favour for the proposal and one member abstained.  Cllr Milner stated that the tennis courts could be utilised as an additional income.  The Town Council to consult Supporters of John Whitehead Park on this proposal. (More detailed plan to be presented to full Town Council).
        
It was recommended 

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.  
        
The proposal for Billingham Town Council to run Café in John Whitehead Park as a social enterprise on a trial basis for a period of six months be recommended.  Executive Officer to look into developing a viable plan and to bring back to full Council.
SA205/11
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· National Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Policy Consultation on the matter of planning for Traveller sites.   
· Billingham Amateur Swimming Club (BASC) – Pool Time Allocation – email from Ian Muscroft (previously circulated to members)  thanking the Executive Officer for her input in supporting BASC with their pool allocation times at the Forum.
· Draft Community Asset Transfer Strategy Consultation (Stockton Borough Council) –  due to limited places members unable to attend session held on  23rd May 2011.  The Executive Officer requested  a consultation to be given at the Town Council meeting to be held on 28th June 2011 but unfortunately this is not possible.  
· Request for farmers market – Request from Sue O’Hagan, member of the public to hold a farmers market in Billingham Green.  Members discussed this but felt it would not be possible.
SA206/11
Any Other business


None discussed.
SA207/11
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 14th July 2011.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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