 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

8th JULY 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall & Olive Milner
Apologies: Cllrs Eleanor Mockler & Ann McCoy
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

In attendance:  Nikki Hullah – Stockton Borough Council – Enforcement 







   Team
SA110/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA111/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Eleanor Mockler & Ann McCoy.
SA112/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA113/10
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Team – Stockton Borough Council



Nikki was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update of the dedicated enforcement provision sponsored by Billingham Town Council.  Nikki informed members that since the last meeting the team have responded to 33 calls within the month of June. Incidents have mostly been connected with anti-social behaviour 16 alcohol seizures, issue of AS13 first warnings for anti-social behaviour, 1 waste carrier producer from scrap dealer, 4 shopping trolley seizes, groups of youths moved on, off road bikes and complaints of noise. 

The Executive Officer informed Nikki of an issue in respect of car parking facilities at John Whitehead Park. This is in respect of members of the public parking on grass verges. Nikki informed members that enforcement are able to issue parking tickets and enforce appropriate parking within this area. Cllr Milner showed members photographs of cars parked outside the park.


Members discussed the issue of car parking at John Whitehead Park.  Cllr Milner informed members that she had met with Adrian Thickett, highways Department, Stockton Borough Council to undertake a site visit of car parking facilities at the park. Adrian confirmed that members of the public are not breaking any rules by parking on the road but they are NOT allowed to park on the grass verges.  If members of the public park on grass verges the Enforcement Team will issue parking tickets end enforce appropriate parking within this area.  Members felt that on viewing the photographs it would be difficult for a bus to drive along the road or emergency services to access the road.   Members asked who had banned parking within the park?  Members felt that car parking within the park needed to be addressed.  The Executive Officer informed members that it would be useful to know how this interlinks with the master plan for the park.  Cllr McCall felt it would be useful to invite a member of Stockton Borough Council to attend the next Town Council meeting to address this issue.  The Executive Officer informed members that Richard McGuckin, Acting Head of Technical Services will be attending the next Town Council meeting to give an update on transport projects.

Nikki stated that there had been a reduction in incidents this month.  Nikki informed members that in respect of the waste carrier incidents this involves members of the public stealing metal.  Nikki advised members that people are stopped and personal details are check and verified.


The Chair asked that in respect of shopping trolleys has anything been mentioned to the supermarkets in respect of charging a pound to use the trolley.


The Executive Officer informed Nikki that the additional enforcement officer scheme is due for a six month review in September 2010.  Therefore a meeting will be arranged to discuss the service in August.

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA114/10
Ongoing/New Projects Update (report from Executive Officer)

The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new projects.


Allotments

The draft allotment strategy received from Stockton Borough Council is due to be returned by 12th July 2010.  Possible options for sites have been considered i.e. Seal Sands Road and land in Osbourne Park in between proposed orchard and Charlton’s Pond. However these would be subject to access, state of land and contamination.

Communities Fund & Pathway to Payday Employment Programmes

The Executive Officer informed members that she will shortly be meeting with the recently appointed manager for Low Grange Community Centre.

Community Newspaper


The second edition is due to be released at the end of July.  It is 


hoped to increase the pages to 28 due to the increase in demand for 

space.  The paper is still looking for sponsorship, however some 


commitment has been attracted for each edition.    


Community Orchard


The Executive Officer informed members that there appears to be a 

delay in the land transfer from the developers to Stockton Borough 


Council.  Until this is complete Billingham Town Council are unable to 

obtain the lease of land or submit a funding application to Awards for 

All.   


Dog fouling/litter & grit bins



The Executive Officer informed members that costings for the dog 


fouling bins and litter bins have been received from John Angus, 


Environmental Health.  There is a slight increase in price from £400 to 

£470 from last year.  Mark Berry, Environmental Health has mapped 

out where we would like to place our dog and litter bins this year.   


Grit Bins


The Executive Officer informed members that plans for grit bins are 

on hold due to an email received from Neil Hoskins, Care For Your 


Area advising that a review of grit bins/criteria is being conducted 


by Stockton Borough Council.
                      Events 


The Executive Officer informed members that herself, Vicky, Chair and 

Vice Chair had attended the Billingham Charity Trophy Fun Day 


Event held on 4th July 2010 at Billingham Rugby Club, at which we 


launched our “Keep Billingham Tidy” campaign.  The next event for the 

Town Council is Billingham Carnival on 11th & 12th September 2010.  

As main sponsors of the youth corner we will be linking with the youth 

service. It is planned to utilise the Community Newspaper to advertise 

youth facilities within Billingham.


The Executive Officer informed members that plans for the Christmas 

event are progressing.  A meeting is scheduled to place with the events 

team and Wildchilds on Thursday 15th July 2010.


Youth


The Executive Officer informed members that Peter Hoskins has now 

left Trailblazers, but has handed over to Lisa Hornsby.


Train Station


The Executive Officer informed members that she had spoken to Chris 

Renahan, Stockton Borough Council and has been given a contact of 

Simon Milner to try to progress this issue.  Members discussed 


heightening the campaign for disabled access at the station via the 


Community Newspaper and media.  Cllr Milner asked if Alex 



Cunningham is aware of the situation.



Town Centre


The Executive Officer informed members that Denise has confirmed 

that  Leonard’s & Scorers new shop fit is nearly complete and they 


should be moving downstairs shortly.  Ramp and walkways are still out 

of action but engineers are still looking at repairing.  Two more local 

traders are opening on Sundays.  Unfortunately, the newsagents next 

to Dorothy Perkins has closed.   


It was recommended

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA115/10
CHRISTMAS EVENT 2010


Report given in agenda item SA114.  The Executive Officer informed 

members Billingham Charity Fun Day event did not raise as much 


money as expected.



It was recommended


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA116/10
REPORT FROM NORTHERN AREA TRANSPORT



STRATEGY MEETING ON 10th JUNE 2010 & OTHER 


TRAFFIC CALMING PROPOSALS


Cllr Milner informed members that when stakeholders got together to 

discuss transport the budget for Billingham is set for £25,000.  The 


Executive Officer informed members of the current proposed traffic 


calming measures schemes for Billingham as:

· Tamworth Gardens
· Hastings Road – car parking facilities

· Wynyard Road – footpath

· Matlock Gardens

· Pentland Avenue/Malvern Road (large scheme to be complete in stages – 1st stage £50,761)



The Chair asked if Billingham Town Council could support the 


traffic calming programmes.  The Executive Officer advised that this is 

not something the Town Council has previously funded.  Cllr Atkinson 

advised members of the 20 mph scheme around Clifton Avenue.  


The Executive Officer stated that she has received concern with the rat 

run on Malvern Road and has mentioned this at the transport meeting.  

Cllr Milner enquired about the possibility of making residential zones 20 

mph.


Members discussed the proposed traffic calming on the back lane 


between Porlock Road & Cambrian Road (previously circulated).  


Members discussed the scheme and other options such as resident’s 

only signs, collapsible bollards with keys for residents.  However this 

would not stop motorbikes.  The Executive Officer informed members 

that the scheme does not have any financial implications for Billingham 

Town Council.  All members were in favour to support the scheme 


going ahead. 


Members discussed the possibility of financial input from Billingham 

Town Council into the Malvern Road traffic calming scheme bearing in 

mind the whole budget for traffic calming measures from Stockton 


Borough Council is £25,000.


At this point Cllr Gallimore left the meeting.



It was recommended



The reports are accepted with regards to Malvern Road/Pentland.   


Billingham Town Council would continue to support this project 


however, it is highly unlikely that we could match fund £25,000 out of 

our budget.  Also bearing in mind that the area transport committee 


only have a £25,000 allocation for the year.
SA117/10
CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 


FROM STOCKTON BOROUGH COUNCIL


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 20th June & 4th July  2010 



(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


Members discussed planning applications and raised concerns in 


respect of planning application number 10/1684/COU 123 Station 


Road (formerly Nicholas Martin hairdressers), Proposal:  Change 

of use from A1 retail to A5 hot food take away with extract/filtration 


ducting to rear. 



Cllr McCall raised concerns over the proposal and that it would 


adversely affect the vitality and viability of the local centre and 


cumulatively change its character.  The Chair stated that there is 


currently a problem in respect of litter within this area. 


The Chair asked members if they oppose or accept the proposal.  


Members opposed the proposal for the reasons stated.

The Executive Officer gave members an update on 10/0816/ADU Proposal: Application for erection of 1 No. non - illuminated free standing pole mounted sign Location: Site signage for HCA and Tristar Homes for the Construction of 12 affordable unit.  The location of the signs is College Gardens advertising houses for rent.   


It was recommended

Information received, the Executive Officer to forward an objection to the proposed planning application for 123 Station Road on the grounds that having another takeaway on this small stretch of shops would reduce the choice of shopping facilities for locals who rely on buying groceries instead of having to travel to larger shopping outlets.  Also the adverse impact it would have on other local traders. 
SA118/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA119/10
Any Other business


Cllr Milner informed members that she had been approached by a member of the public in respect of disabled access within John Whitehead Park.  The Executive Officer informed members that this has been addressed and a response will be going out to the member of public.


The Chair informed members that he had attended the general meeting of Cleveland Local Councils Association on 7th July 2010 held at Saltburn. The attendees at the meeting were very interested in Billingham Town Council’s additional enforcement provision.  The Chair informed members that he has asked Margaret Middleton to produce a report on Town Councils’ precept and number of staff etc.  The Chair informed members that he is unable to attend the next general meeting on 29th September 2010 at Loftus.  Cllr McCall agreed to represent the Town Council at this meeting.


The Chair informed members that Billingham Town Council has a vacancy as Cllr Scott has resigned as a Councillor.  An election will be held to fill the vacancy, if ten electors of North Ward within Billingham write to the returning officer of Stockton Borough Council.  If no request is submitted within the stated time (14 days) the council can then co-opt a replacement Councillor directly onto the Council.  

SA120/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 9th September 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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