 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

8TH APRIL 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Sue Skilbeck (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore,  Ray McCall, Eleanor Mockler & Colin Pollard

Apologies: Cllr Ann McCoy
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

SA80/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read.
SA81/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllr Ann McCoy.
      .
SA82/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA83/10
Paul Burgum – Billingham Charity Trophy



Paul was in attendance at the meeting to give members an overview of the aims and objectives of the Billingham Charity Trophy event (BCT).  Paul informed members that the aim of the BCT event is to allow the youth of Billingham to access music, sports and arts.  BCT want to inspire pro social friendships, strong interpersonal skills and instil a sense of pride within the community.


Paul informed members that as a community interest group a great share of the profits will go directly back into the community.  This may be through developing community events and supporting other groups within Billingham. The group look to support children, young people and adults by providing individual and group mentoring/coaching, provision of equipment and resources, financial support to financially/socially disadvantaged, physically/learning disabled and BME groups within the Billingham and surrounding areas. 


Paul stated that BCT four areas of focus are events, BCT fundraisers, partnership events and BCT fun day. Paul informed members that all Billingham Town Clubs (youth & adult) such as Billingham Rugby Club, Billingham Cricket Club, Billingham Town FC, Billingham Hockey Club and Billingham Bombers are involved in the event.  Partnership events have also taken place with Stockton Borough Council, Billingham Carnival and Billingham Folklore Festival.  Fundraisers have taken place such as charity walk, sky dive, Great North Run, barrel push and club nights/raffles.


Paul informed members that he is looking for financial and partnership  support for the BCT Fun Day 2010 which will be held on 4th July 2010, Billingham Rugby Club, Greenwood Road. The event attracts approximately 2,500 people from all age ranges and includes a community village, live music, fun fair, bungee jump, Billingham Charity Trophy, Stockton Borough Council – Beat the Boredom, youth bus, stalls and display ground. 

This year’s event is raising funds for the Great North Air Ambulance and Cole Lancaster a local boy who suffers from cerebral palsy.                 Any funds raised will assist the family to build an extension to their home.


At this point Paul circulated a copy of BCT accounts to members.


A questions and answer session took place.


Q.  Do other people from outside Billingham attend the event?


A.  The event attracts people from Stockton as people are transported   into schools within Billingham.

Q. As you get support and attendance from outside Billingham.  Do funds raised at the event go back into Billingham?.


A.  Yes.

Q.  What is the criteria for assisting individuals with financial support?


A.  We do not have any set criteria who obtain funding/support.  We just assist local people who may need assistance with financial support, mentoring and scholarships.  We are hoping to support a local ice skater who is going to represent the country at the Olympics.


The Chair asked Paul how Billingham Town Council could support the event.  

Paul stated that he is looking for financial support and advertising & marketing of the event.  The Executive Officer advised members that the Town Council could assist with the loan of the PA system, and free advertising in the Community Newspaper.  

The Chair thanked Paul for attending the meeting.  The Executive Officer advised Paul that members would discuss the event.  Any recommendations would need to be approved and ratified by full Town Council.

At this point Paul left the meeting.


Members discussed the BCT event. The Executive Officer advised members that this event could be looked at as a special provision in accordance with the Donations Policy and reviewed by the Finance & Resources Committee. The Executive Officer urged members that should the Town Council get involved with the event set criteria would need to be in place as to who receives support from the group. A member of the Town Council would need to sit on the steering group of BCT to look at recipients.  Members felt that Cowpen Residents Fun Day could be incorporated into this event.  The Town Council could be a major sponsor and format this as our summer event.


At this point the Chair asked members if they opposed or support the BCT event.  All members were in favour of supporting the event which needs to be discussed by the Finance & Resources Committee. 

Members recommended support such as use of PA system, financial support and advertising & marketing within the Community Newspaper.

It was recommended


The Town Council to support the BCT event with use of PA system, financial support and advertising & marketing within the Community Newspaper. 
 SA84/10
Ongoing/New Projects Update

The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new projects.


Allotments

The Executive Officer has a meeting arranged with Jamie McCann to review allotment provision on 12th April 2010.

Communities Fund & Pathway to Payday Employment Programmes

Newtown Community Resource Centre Ltd has changed its name to Know How North East.  The three Community Resource Centres that operate in Newtown, Norton and the Clarence’s will continue to support the development of the independent Community Resource Centre in Low Grange, Billingham.

With the assistance of the Future Jobs Fund Staff a community Job Shop has been open to public on a daily basis from Monday to Friday providing local people with the opportunity to utilise the facilities to carry out job search, get support with CV’s and receive one to one information, advice and guidance.  A timetable of targeted support has also been developed and the services have been advertised through the distribution of 600 leaflets locally.

In partnership with REED a coffee morning was held specifically for people with health problems wishing to explore their options for returning to work.  This was advertised through the delivery of 400 leaflets to target households in the area.  35 people attended the coffee morning and 7 clients registered with the ‘Pathway to Payday’ programme to receive intensive employment support as a result of this.


Plans are being made to deliver a large summer event focusing in making employment an option.  This is planned to take place on Friday 20th August and is being supported by partner organisations including Accent Housing, Tristar Housing, Working Links and Reed in Partnership.


Train Station

The Executive Officer has contacted Network Rail with regards to the disability access at Billingham.  They advised that Northern Rail have the franchise and should really address this matter.  Network Rail have advised that they offer FREE transport by road to any residents who have disabilities and are unable to access the train service at their local station.


There is a dedicated telephone line which residents would need to ring prior to their journey. Network Rail will arrange transport to the nearest accessible Train Station free of charge.


With regards to our concerns about the required upgrade at our station.  The Executive Officer will submit a formal compliant to Network Rail who will feed out to the area managers for their immediate attention.


If you wish to see the services for residents with disabilities please visit www.northernrail.org and search for Dppp (Disabled Peoples Protection Policy). This will highlight the services and contact numbers.


Website


We have entered all of the data we need to go live with our new website.  We are now waiting for Andy Black to transfer the site over to the live server.

Christmas Event 2010


It is proposed that our Traditional Christmas Event this year will be held on Saturday 11 December 2010. The Staffing Team are currently looking at a local celebrity to switch on the Christmas tree lights at the event.  We are looking for somebody who would appeal and engage our younger generation. We have contacted Middlesbrough Football but unfortunately as it is a match day it will not be possible for a star to attend.  We are currently waiting for a response from Journey South, X-Factor finalists. We have booked the Mayor/Mayoress, St. John Ambulance, Photographer, Enforcement Officers/PCSO’s and chestnut seller.

Youth Provision

Trailblazers are now in receipt of our donation.

We have received concerns from PC Simon Pearson, police officer for Billingham Central around the Youth Café.  PC Pearson has advised that the police are called round most nights due to youths causing problems in and around the café.  There are concerns that there are not enough activities going on in the café and youngsters are becoming bored, hence the disruption. 


The Executive Officer has contacted Cllr Alex Cunningham regarding this who then passed on concerns to Jane Humphreys, Stockton Borough Council.  A reply was received from Barbara Jordan, Youth Support Team Manger who noted concerns.  


The Executive Officer will discuss this further with the new cabinet member for youth services to make some progress on this issue.


Enforcement

Our enforcement provision started last week 2nd April.  Early reports are that it was pretty quiet over the Easter weekend.


The Executive Officer has been advised by one of our members that youths are still congregating after 10 pm so maybe in our first review with enforcement we need to look at the hours the officers are working.


The Executive Officer informed members that an article will appear shortly in the Evening Gazette.


Community Orchard


Ongoing – The Executive Officer has spoken with Awards for All, initial indications are that our project is something they would fund providing we highlight the need for such provision in our area. 

Dog fouling


We continue to receive requests for dog fouling bins throughout Billingham.  We have experienced quite a lot of complaints about dog fouling and have notified enforcement.


Flower tubs


Flower tubs have all been planted up now.  Planters have been placed at the base of all our entrance signs.

The Executive Officer informed members that we have received a number of complaints in respect of pot holes and these have been forwarded to the Highways department, Stockton Borough Council.  also an increase in fly tipping which has been reported to Care For You Area.

At this point Cllr Mockler enquired if it would be possible to put a note on our website to reiterate to members of the public that Care For Your Area will undertake house collections of unwanted items for £10. 

The Executive Officer advised members of prices for notice boards.  Members discussed the prices and benefit of having a notice board within the Town Centre once it has been redeveloped.  Members discussed incorporating an allocation for a notice board within next year’s budget.


It was recommend


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA85/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA86/10
Other business

The Executive Officer informed members that she has entered the Town Council into the NALC Awards for Council of the Year.  We will find out next week if we are in the top 3 next week. An awards ceremony will take place in London.

The Executive Officer advised members that she had received an email from Paul Dobson, Corporate Director, Development & Neighbourhood, Stockton Borough Council in respect of an amphi- theatre for John Whitehead Park.  Paul has stated that he will revisit the master plan.

The Executive Officer advised members that she has received a letter from Richard Rust, Engineer, Network Safety, Stockton Borough Council in respect of a feasibility study into complaints of vehicles speeding on High Grange Avenue.

Cllr Mockler asked if land at the Community Orchard could be considered for allotment provision.  The Executive Officer stated that she would speak to Jamie McCann about this, although it had been suggested as a possible area prior to discussions for the Community Orchard (which is preferred).

Cllr Pollard stated that residents in Roseberry flats have received a letter from Aldi stating that they are applying for a premises licence to sell alcohol.

The Executive Officer informed members that she had received a letter from Cleveland Police advising that the new District commander for Stockton Police Darren Best would be taking up his post with effect from 1 March 2010.

SA87/10
Any Other business


No other business discussed.
SA88/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 6 May 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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