 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

7th OCTOBER 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy, Eleanor Mockler, & Olive Milner
Apologies: None 
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

In attendance:   Nikki Hullah
- Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




   Borough Council


Simon Towers 
– NPL Estates
SA132/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA133/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


None received.      
SA134/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA135/10
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Officer, Stockton Borough Council 

Nikki gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the month of September. The statistics identify 45 call outs. Nikki informed members that incidents relate mainly to anti-social behaviour,  seizure of alcohol and tobacco particularly from minors, parking enforcement, noise nuisance and seizure of shopping trolleys.

The Chair asked Nikki if there were any patterns to incidents. Nikki advised members that for the month of September there had not been any particular pattern/increase in activity.  However officers would expect to see an increase in activity with combustible items during November due to Bonfire night.  As Bonfire night falls on Friday 5th November 2010 members discussed adjusting timings of the dedicated officer service for this night.  Nikki stated that she would look at the activity being logged during that week. The Chair asked if any pressure could be placed on outlets that sell fireworks.  Nikki informed members that Enforcement Officers do not have powers to seize fireworks from individuals but this is a power the police have.  

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA136/10
Simon Towers, NPL Estates – update on anhydrite mine

Simon was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on the proposal to re-open the anhydrite mine in Billingham. Simon advised members that the planning application for the development of a Waste Management Facility at the former anhydrite mine at Billingham had been submitted to the planning committee at Stockton Borough Council in July 2010. 

However Simon informed members that following the submission of the proposal to Stockton Borough Council the Environmental Agency has stated that they have no objections to the proposal but require further information on the permitting process.  Simon informed members that extra work is being carried out on the hydrological risk assessment modelling. This work should be completed by the end of October and the proposal will be resubmitted to the planning committee by either the 17th November or 8th December.  Simon will keep members updated.  Simon advised members that following approval construction times should be 12 months but this could possibly be reduced to 8 months.  Benefits to the community would come from financial support from lorry and land fill tax this will help local community initiatives.

A questions and answers session took place.


Q.  What is the nature of the material in mine?


A.  Residue fly ash which emissions are powdered with lime.

Q.  Will water come into contact with the fly ash?

A.  No as fly ash is inert, water in the mine will be contained            

   
Q. Have you had any talks with SITA in respect of connection with access.

  
 A.  No, but we are looking at an optimum way to avoid roads.

Q.  A traffic routing strategy has been produced via the A19 and  Haverton Hill Road roundabout.  What happens if there is an accident?


A.  The Police will have an emergency action plan that drivers would adhere to.  Routing arrangements would not be taken on an alternative route.


Cllr McCoy stated that there is a legal requirement that tankers are required to stop overnight if needed after a 4 hour journey. Simon stated that he would check the policy, and ensure drivers are made aware of this.
It was recommended

The update from Simon is accepted.


Simon was thanked for attending the meeting. 

SA137/10
Christmas event update


The Executive Officer gave members an update on the Christmas 


event.  We are currently completing all of the paperwork that needs to 

be sent to Stockton Borough Council i.e. risk assessment, application 

for use of John Whitehead Park and public liability insurance 


documents.  The Executive Officer informed members that this year’s 

theme is “The Chronicles of Narina”.  The staffing team are currently 

looking at PR material to publicise the event.  The Executive Officer 

gave members an overview of themeing, entertainment and itinerary 

for the event.



Themeing

· At 2 walk through entrances operated snow machines, themed wooded entrances, lamp posts, hanging snowflakes, icicles, props, snow blankets, atmospheric lighting and mist effect running along the paths into the central area and snow machine.


Entertainment
· roving entertainment – 2 ice queen stilt walkers & large character mascot – King Wildchilds (Lion) 
· cottage as elves workshop crafty zone, costumed face painters as Narina Princesses & costumed balloon modellers as Fawns & Kings


Itinerary


3.00 p.m.
Roving entertainment to commence


3.30 p.m.
Carol singers (Priors Mill School) – singing whilst people 



entering the grounds


4.00 p.m.
Opening ceremony – introduction from Chair of 




Billingham Town Council, master of ceremonies to 




introduce raffle/tombola and Shaw Trust



4.15 p.m.
Introduction/Grand Entrance of Santa to switch on 




Christmas Tree lights – Santa gives out presents to 




children, guests look around the stalls/ food.  





Entertainment going on in background.


4.50 p.m.
Address from Mayor 


5.00 p.m.
Close



The Executive Officer advised members of roles and responsibilities at 

the event and that assistance would be required on the day.  Cllr 


McCall would carry out his annual duties.  Cllr Gallimore & Cllr Mockler 

volunteered to run the tombola with Cllr Atkinson and Cllr Pollard the 

raffle.  Cllr McCoy and her granddaughter would sell glowsticks.  The 

Executive Officer informed members that on the day two Enforcement 

Officers will be present at the event with PCSO support from Billingham 

Police Station.



The Executive Officer informed members that she had received a 


request from 
the Billingham Legacy Fund (BLF) to have a stall at the 

event.  All members agreed and felt that BLF needs promoting.



The Executive Officer informed members that Denise Jeffrey, Town 

Centre Manager is planning a 24ft Christmas tree within the West 


Precinct and a further tree near the ramp which is currently being 


repaired. It is hoped that a grand opening of the ramp will take place 

with a school carol competition and switching on of lights from Miss 


Durham Tees Valley.  The Executive Officer asked for approval 


for her to work with Denise on this project.  All members agreed for the 

Executive Officer to work with Denise on this project.  



It was recommended
 
 
The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.


The Executive Officer to work with Denise Jeffrey on grand opening of 

ramp/lighting of Christmas tree within the Town Centre. 

SA138/10
Proposal to change Chairman’s status to Town Mayor



The Chair stated that this agenda item had been proposed by a 


member of the Committee.


The Executive Officer informed members that it states in LGA 1972 s 

245 (b) “Where a community has the status of a town – (b) the 


Chairman of the Town Council shall be entitled to the style of ‘Town 

Mayor’.  Section 8.2 of Charles Arnold Baker – Local Council 


Administration states: If the locality is a town the Chairman is entitled 

to be called the Town Mayor.  He cannot, apparently, be compelled to 

use or prevented from using this title.  The Chair informed 



members that it should really be full Town Council’s decision and not 

solely the Chairman’s. 


The Executive Officer informed members that Thornaby, Ingleby 


Barwick, Guisborough, Loftus, Sedgefield and Ferryhill have 



Mayor’s and around the country this appears to be common practice.  

The Executive Officer felt that the Chairman status needs some 


recognition as in his year of office he will be attending events on behalf 

of Billingham Town Council and has already made some presentations. 


If the Town Council 
proceeded to change the Chairman’s status to 


Town Mayor suitable regalia was discussed.   Members felt that a 


recognition pin or badge with ribbon would be sufficient for the 


Chairman and Vice Chairman.  The Executive Officer informed 


members of the costs for a basic pin which is approximately £50.  


However some badges are bespoke and prices are only available once 

a design has been submitted.  Further investigation of costings would 

need to be obtained and approved by the Finance Committee.  


Members discussed designing a Coat of Arms/ or pictures depicting the 

past/present/future of Billingham and involving local secondary 


schools to produce the design.  (At this point Cllr McCall declared a 

personal & non prejudicial interest as a school Governor).



A member felt that if the Town Council proceeded to change the 


Chairman’s status to Town Mayor this may be confusing due to 


Stockton having a Mayor. Two members felt that the Town Council 


should have a Mayor.  The Chair asked members to take a vote on the 

proposal.  Four members voted for the status of Chairman to remain 

and three members voted to change the Chairman’s status to Town 

Mayor. 


 
It was recommended


The Chairman to keep this status, but appropriate regalia be purchased 

to acknowledge and highlight Chairman & Vice Chairman at 



functions/events.  Finance Committee to look at costs.
SA139/10
Projects – Keep Billingham Tidy & Clarence’s allotment 

project (report from Billingham Environmental Link 


Project)                                                                      


The Executive Officer updated members on the poster competition that 

had been launched at the Billingham Charity Trophy event in July and 

the Billingham Carnival in September.  Children had been asked to 


design a poster to be used as a signature poster for the “Keep 


Billingham Tidy” campaign.  





The Executive Officer informed members that local primary schools 

have been contacted and have expressed an interest in being involved 

in the campaign. Members discussed involving secondary and 


special schools within the area and how this would be judged, age 


categories and prizes.   


The Highways department have informed the Executive Officer that 

posters cannot be displayed on lampposts.  Members discussed 


displaying the posters on dog and litter bins or “Welcome to Billingham” 

entrance signs.  The Chair gave a suggestion of a campaign within the 

Town Centre especially with the re-development. This would involve 

schools, Town Centre management and traders. Due to curriculum 


planning members felt that spring time/Easter would be adequate time 

for schools to get involved.  Members discussed who would  



judge the age categories.  
Prizes would be a character bin, a wall 


plaque for the school and a book token for the individual winner.  The 

deadline for the competition would be half term at the end of Easter 

with judging taking place in July 2010.  


Clarence’s Allotment Project – the Executive Officer gave members 

an update on allotments at Port Clarence.  She informed members that 

Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) are supporting the 


Clarence’s Allotment Association to deliver a programme of good work 

to tidy up the allotments and have placed security fencing around the 

perimeter.  They are hoping to acquire the land at the front of the 


site to place a feature rockery and car parking in this area.  The site 

requires a water supply and the Executive Officer informed members 

that she has been received a request/proposal from the Clarence’s 


Allotment Association to see if the Town Council could assist.


The Executive Officer stated that since the Town Councils inception in 

May 2007 no monies have been spent on allotment provision.   She 

informed members that currently there is an allocation of £3000 from 

last year’s reserves and £3000 from this year’s budget.  The total cost 

for the installation of a water supply would be £3,471.  The Executive 

Officer asked members if this is something that the Town Council 


would like to be involved in.  Concerns have been raised by one 


member in respect of vandalism and security at the site.  BELP have 

not approached Know How North East for the funds as it is a 


community lead project.  A member stated that the project has an 


educational element as Clarence’s School have an allotment at the site 

with parents and grandparents input.  Members asked if Shaw Trust 

have been approached as they work with people with learning 


disabilities. 


The Executive Officer informed members that BELP are 



going to enter Clarence’s into Britain in Bloom and in the future the 


Town Council could look at placing flower tubs at Clarence’s.


At this point Cllr Atkinson proposed that Billingham Town Council 


support the proposal to fund the water supply for allotments at 


the Clarence’s. 


The Executive Officer informed members that no communication has 

been received from Stockton Borough Council in respect of the 


allotment strategy which was submitted.  Members recommend to 


Finance Committee to allocate last years budget (in reserves) to this 

project. 



The Executive Officer gave members an update on the installation of 

dog fouling and litter bins.  Works had been programmed to commence 

w/c 4th October 2010 however this will now commence w/c 11th 


October 2010 as priority has been given by Stockton Borough Council 

to the installation of salt bins.  The Executive Officer gave members an 

update on the proposal to provide additional salt bins within residential 

areas.  Neil Hoskins at Care For Your Area has reviewed our 


proposals/sites for salt bins and has advised the Executive Officer that 

the locations 
identified have been assessed and in his opinion do not 

meet their criteria for allocation of a salt bin.  This is due to the fact that 

the locations are not near inclines or near elderly resident’s homes.  If 

the Town Council purchased additional salt bins we would be a priority 

2 “as and when” for refill at a cost of £60 per salt bin.  There is an 


element of priority with salt reserves which means that it is not practical 

to put out salt bins.  Taking Neil’s recommendations into consideration 

members felt that Billingham Town Council’s proposal to place extra 

salt bins within Billingham this winter be put on hold and that public be 

notified of this in the next edition of the Community Newspaper.



At this point Cllr Mockler left the meeting.


The Executive Officer asked Committee to consider approval of two 

further requests for dog fouling bins in Braid Crescent 
and Clifton 


Avenue.  Members recommended approval of these requests.


It was recommended



“Keep Billingham Tidy” campaign to be extended to secondary schools 

and special schools.


The Executive Officer to work with Denise Jeffrey, Town Centre 


Manager on Christmas plans for the Town Centre.



Billingham Town Council to fund the water supply at the Clarence’s 


allotment project (as a one off payment).



The update on dog fouling, litter bins and salt bins is accepted.
                   Request for dog fouling bin at Braid Crescent and Clifton Avenue be 

approved.  
SA140/10
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 26th September to 3rd October 2010.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


The Executive Officer gave members an update on planning 



application number 10/0961/COU, Proposal: change of use to hot food 

takeaway, Location: 21 Station Road, Billingham.  The application was 

refused under delegated authority on 14th June 2010 by Stockton 


Borough Council.  Following the decisions of Stockton Borough 


Council, the applicant has appealed.  A member has asked that the 

Town Council endorses our concerns in our original objection due to 

the adverse cumulative impact on character, vitality and viability of the 

area.


The Executive Officer informed members that planning application 


for Bewley Infant School, Proposal: extensions, alterations and 


associated external works to include demolition of junior 



school block and closure of existing section of public footpath between 

the schools.  This application is being reported to the planning 


committee at Stockton Borough Council on 6th October.  Members had 

no initial objections to this application.  


Members do not have any objections to correspondence from 


O2/Vodafone Ltd Telecommunications in respect of the proposed 


intention to install electronic communications apparatus at the Old 


Theatre Building, Old Theatre House, Belasis Avenue.



The Executive Officer reminded members of the two public exhibitions 

planned for 18th & 19th October 2010 for air products proposed plant 

at Seal Sands.


It was recommended


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA141/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA142/10
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members that she has requested agenda and minutes from Resident Association meetings.

The Executive Officer informed members that Care For Your Area have advised that street names plates are now made of metal so will not be as easily damaged.

SA143/10
Any Other business


None.

SA144/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 11th November 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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