 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

7th JUNE 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ann McCoy, Eleanor Mockler & Olive Milner
Apologies: None received
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

In attendance:  Nikki Hullah – Stockton Borough Council – Enforcement 







   Team
SA99/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA100/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


None received.
      .
SA101/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chairman asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA102/10
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN/VICE CHAIRMAN

The Executive Officer advised members that as this is the first committee after the AGM a Chairman is to be appointed, also it would be beneficial to have a Vice Chairman (as per last year).

The Executive Officer also stated that as per Standing Orders that if the Chairman of the Town Council is present on a committee then he/she should be Chairman of the committee they are attending.


With this is mind Cllr Colin Pollard is proposed as Chairman to the Services & Amenities Committee. It was proposed (in his absence) that Cllr Ray McCall be Vice Chairman.

It was resolved:

Cllr Colin Pollard is appointed as Chairman to Services & Amenities Committee and Cllr Ray McCall as Vice Chairman.
SA103/10
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Team – Stockton Borough Council



Nikki was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update of the dedicated enforcement provision sponsored by Billingham Town Council.  Nikki informed members that since the last meeting the team has responded to 50 calls within the month mainly relating to anti-social behaviour.  The incidents have mostly been connected with youths drinking around streets and Town Centre possibly due to the good weather we have recently experienced.  Nikki informed members that most calls are being logged between the hours of 8.00 – 9.00 pm with a few calls between 5.00 pm – 6.00 pm.

Nikki informed members of a recent incident at Charlton’s Pond with a group of youths who were exposing themselves.  This incident was dealt with by the enforcement team however the Police were involved with this particular incident.  The names of the individuals concerned have been passed onto the anti-social behaviour team. Cllr Mockler asked how often the Police are involved with incidents.  Nikki stated that the Charlton’s Pond incident was the first time the Police have been involved. Nikki informed members that in respect of drink related incidents Enforcement Officers have powers to remove alcohol from individuals.

Cllr Atkinson asked if before we started with our dedicated officers, did the existing enforcement service deal with incidents in Billingham.  Nikki stated officers would be called out to any area in the Borough which is very much a reactive method due to areas covered.  Billingham now has 2 dedicated officers on a weekend who deal with Billingham only.

Cllr McCoy informed members that herself and Cllr Milner had attended the Police Liaison meeting.  It was reported at the meeting that crime statistics which are produced do not include enforcement records who have there own statistics. Nikki confirmed that this is correct as the Police deal with crime and enforcement mainly deal with anti-social behaviour.

Nikki informed members that the current hotspots within Billingham which are being focused on are Wolviston Road, anti-social behaviour and drinking in John Whitehead Park and the Town Centre at the Causeway.  Nikki stated that the problems within Gilside Road reported at the last meeting have calmed down.

The Executive Officer asked Nikki to clarify that under the dedicated scheme for Billingham, officers are not patrolling Wolviston as stated in the article in the Evening Gazette.  Nikki confirmed that officers do not patrol Wolviston.

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA104/10
Ongoing/New Projects Update (report from Executive Officer)

The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new projects.


Allotments

We are currently exploring gardening schemes and have registered with yours2share and landshare.net which are free internet services where you can advertise that you are looking for land.  An advert has been placed stating that the Town Council requires a large plot of land to use as a provision for local people of Billingham to grow vegetables. Plans have been sent by Stockton Borough Council regarding a working draft of the allotment and leisure strategy for the Borough. 


The Executive Officer informed members that as the information is quite complex and would require quite a bit of time to review, she would suggest that a couple of members work with her on analysing this report.  A response needs to be submitted to Stockton Borough Council by 12th July 2010.  Also since registering landshare sites we have received information about 2 possible pieces of land that could be utilised in Billingham

Communities Fund & Pathway to Payday Employment Programmes

Programmes are progressing extremely well. In 8 months we have nearly reached our target of engaging with 50 residents with 10 job outcomes with Communities Fund.  To date we have engaged and are working with 48 residents and have supported 8 people into work with 3 waiting to hear. This has been fantastic support for all our clients with great achievements in less than a year.  We have 39 residents engaged with the Pathway to Payday programme.

Laura our Community Development Officer will be leaving on 11th June and the Executive Officer has discussed with the Know How team on were we go from here.  An update will be given to the Staffing Committee.


Community Newspaper


We have received fantastic reports from the first edition of the 


newspaper, it has been very well received by our residents.



The second edition is due to be released late June early July.  It is 


hoped to increase the pages to 28 due to the increase in demand for 

space.  The paper is still looking for sponsorship, however some 


commitment has been attracted for each edition.    


Community Orchard


Ongoing, waiting for plans from Stockton Borough Council so we can 

submit funding application to Awards for All.  The Executive Officer 


informed members that there appears to be a delay in the land transfer 

from the developers to Stockton Borough Council.  Jamie McCann 


(Head of Service) is travelling down to Cheshire to speak with the 


developers this week.  


Dog fouling/litter & grit bins



The Services & Amenities Committee have discussed the requests 


received from residents and have decided to incorporate all the 


requests into this years programme.



The Executive Officer informed members that requests have been 


forwarded to Mark Berry and John Angus, Environmental Health at 


Stockton Borough Council for their approval of where we would like to 

place our dog and litter bins this year.   


Grit Bins


The Executive Officer informed members that the map received from 

Stockton Borough Council in respect of grit bin locations is up to date.  

Any bin not located on the map does not meet the criteria for allocation 

of a grit bin with Stockton Borough Council.  The Executive Officer 


informed members that we will be contacting Care For Your Area to 

discuss possible locations for Billingham Town Council grit bins. 
                      Events 


The Executive Officer informed members of two events that the Town 

Council will be having a major presence at, particularly that we are 


main sponsors of the events.  These being Billingham Charity Trophy 

Event 
on 4th July and Billingham Carnival on 11th & 12th September 

2010.


The Executive Officer advised members that we need to identify what 

we would like to achieve at the events in ways of promoting ourselves 

and would welcome ideas around this.


Members discussed the events and the Chairman stated that the main 

focus of the Billingham Charity Trophy Event following the presentation 

from Paul Burgum at the committee meeting on 8th April 2010 was 


youth.  Cllr McCoy stated that there also needs to be a recognition for 

older people.  The Executive Officer suggested to members that the 

focus be in connection with our employability programmes and focus 

on the whole family.  The Executive Officer suggested that a map be 

used focusing on how we help in all areas such as youth, environment, 

employability, wellbeing, elderly, security (enforcement) etc.


At this point the Executive Officer confirmed that the Billingham Charity 

Trophy will not be loaning the PA 
system from the Town Council.


Shaw Trust



The Executive Officer informed members that summer plants are being 

planted around Billingham at the sites we know are not prone to 


vandalism.  The Executive Officer informed members that she has a 

meeting with 
Graham Barker, Manager, Shaw Trust after this week to 

discuss the Service Level Agreement, to identify new sites for this 


year’s flower tubs, and to discuss the hanging baskets for Station 


Road.  

 
Train Station


The Executive Officer informed members that in reply to our request to 

Northern Rail for improvements at Billingham Train Station for: 


improved access and improved security we have received a formal 


reply from their Customer Relations Manager stating that there is no 

current funding to provide step free access, however, they are looking 

to improve facilities at Billingham and other stations in the area in terms 

of safety related matters under a scheme called cappex, although no 

timescales have been identified.



Billingham Town Council will continue to take this matter up with 


Stockton Borough Council along with Northern Rail.



Town Centre


The Executive Officer informed members that an update is to come 


later in month, but Denise Jeffrey, Town Centre Manager has informed 

her that Stockland are coming to Billingham at the end of this week so 

the Town Council may get an update then.



The Executive Officer informed members that the master plan has 


been approved by Stockton Borough Council.



Youth
     

The Executive Officer informed members that she will be attending a 

follow up meeting regarding the issues that have been raised regarding 

the anti social behaviour around the youth café in Billingham Town 


Centre. An ASB action plan has been drawn up.


Internal audit



The Executive Officer informed members that the Town Council 


internal audit is to be carried out on 10th June by Carole Whitehead 


from Eaglescliffe & Egglescliffe Town Council.  The Executive Officer 

will be carrying out the internal audit for Ingleby Barwick Town Council 

on 15th June 2010.



Once this is completed the accounts can be submitted to the external 

auditors BDO Stoy Hayward Chartered Accountants.



CILCA



The Executive Officer informed members that she has completed her 

portfolio for her Certificate in Local Council Administration and will be 

sent for verification.  


It was recommend


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA105/10
CHRISTMAS EVENT 2010


The Executive Officer informed members that an amended proposal 

has been received from Hilary Dunn at Wildchilds.  This takes into 


account the removal of ice statue and horse and cart.  Wildchilds will 

be serving food at the event and selling hotdogs for 50p which all 


proceeds from this will be donated to Chairman’s chosen charity and 

also providing goodie boxes.  (BTC to provide PR goodies). 


The Executive Officer gave members a brief of the proposal discussed 

at the committee on 6th May 2010, costs are within this year’s allocated 

budget in addition to the costs for the hire of equipment and staff from 

the events team at Stockton Borough Council.



It was suggested that Santa switch on the Christmas tree lights as he is 

the main focus for the children.  The Executive Officer asked members 

if they are happy with this suggestion.  Members discussed this and 

were happy that Santa and the lion will switch on the lights.  The 


Executive Officer advised that next year we could look at integrating 

with the pantomime at the Forum.  Members agreed with the 


suggestion of using pantomime theme at next year’s event. 


It was recommended


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA106/10
CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 


FROM STOCKTON BOROUGH COUNCIL


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 23rd May & 2nd June 2010 (previously 

circulated) which will also be considered at full Town Council.



The Executive Officer informed members of plans which have been 

received into the office for the proposed primary care centre and 


pharmacy on Finchdale Avenue.  As the plans had just arrived at the 

office that day the Executive Officer will review them and inform 


members of the details, however the plans are available at the office 

for consideration. 



It was recommended

No comments on planning applications received.
SA107/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA108/10
Any Other business


Cllr Mockler enquired if a donation request has been received from Billingham Folklore Festival as they are struggling for funds for this year’s event.

The Executive Officer confirmed that a donation request has been received which will be discussed at the Finance & Resources Committee.


Cllr Atkinson enquired if car parking can be reassessed at Finchale Avenue due to increased activity within John Whitehead Park i.e. bowls club and members of the public using the park.


It was recommended



The Executive Officer to contact the highways department at Stockton 

Borough Council to explore the possibility of reassessing the car 


parking facilities at Finchale Avenue.
SA109/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 8th July 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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