 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

6TH MAY 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Sue Skilbeck (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy, Eleanor Mockler & Colin Pollard

Apologies: None received
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

SA89/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read.
SA90/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


None received.
      .
SA91/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA92/10
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Team – Stockton Borough Council



Nikki was in attendance at the meeting to give members an overview of the dedicated enforcement provision sponsored by Billingham Town Council since it’s commencement on 1st April 2010. Nikki informed members that during the period 1st April to 1st May 2010 the team have dealt with 35 calls mainly relating to anti-social behaviour and under age drinking.  Nikki stated that the problematic areas are Gilside Road in respect of anti-social behaviour and fires. Also within the Town Centre at the Causeway, Kingsway and John Whitehead Park with anti-social behaviour.


A questions and answers session took place.


Q. Has the installation of the 20 CCTV cameras within the Town Centre     made a difference?.


A.  The cameras are going to be installed within the next 2-3 weeks.


Q.  Is the anti-social behaviour happening after 10.00 p.m. when the enforcement service stops?


A.  We lock the park gates at 9.00 p.m.  Most calls seem to be from tea-time between 5.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.  I can anaylise the call times.

Q.  Do you think the dedicated enforcement office provision for Billingham is making an impact.


A.  Yes as other officers might be dealing with issues in the North of Stockton and the Billingham officers can attend incidents much quicker.


Q.  In respect of the Gilside Road issues are the team catching the right time due to the lighter nights?  The anti-social behaviour and fires might start later after 9.00 p.m.


A.  We can review this.


Q.  Maybe we could undertake a leaflet drop to residents within this area notifying to contact the enforcement team if they see anything suspicious.


A.  Yes we are happy to do that.  I can also monitor the calls taken from residents within this area.  


Cllr McCoy stated that it would be useful to contact the police to see what impact on their resources since the commencement of the dedicated enforcement service for Billingham.

Q. Do you wait for calls for hotspot areas or patrol areas in the van?



A.  We go directly to the problematic areas, the highlighted ones such 

as such as The Causeway, Kingsway and John Whitehead Park to 


survey the area.


It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA93/10
Ongoing/New Projects Update (report from Executive Officer)

The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new projects.


Allotments

Ongoing project.

Communities Fund & Pathway to Payday Employment Programmes

Know How NE (KHNE) are re-establishing the IT suite and developing Low Grange Community Centre into a programme centre providing an array of training and support for local residents. KHNE have committed to providing a full time member of staff in addition to Laura to lead on the delivery of the wider programme, this staff member will be in place from mid May.


KHNE have contributed towards the development of the Billingham Community Newspaper and have made a commitment to purchase the centre spread for the next 3 editions to promote the work being delivered in Billingham.

A partnership proposal to work with teenage parents in Billingham has been presented to Connexions and the Town Council for consideration.  Danielle Barnes is taking the lead on this and is working with the local authority and Town Council to secure the additional funds required.

KHNE are working closely with partners on the effective delivery of the Clarence’s Strategic Plan work is underway within the TRISTAR and the Police to install 5 CCTV cameras linked to a surveillance unit in the Clarence’s Community Resource Centre. 

KHNE have made a commitment to work with the Police and TRISTAR to address some of the issues created by problem families.


KHNE are working with CRAG (Clarence’s Resident Action Group) to complete a community survey identifying key issues.  To date 124 community surveys have been completed and there is a second door knocking exercise planned to ensure all households are represented.


With the assistance of the future Jobs Fund Staff a Community Job shop has been open to the public at Low Grange Community Centre on a daily basis from Monday to Friday providing local people with the opportunity to utilise the facilities to carry out job search, get support with CV’s and receive one to one information, advice and guidance.


Weekly coffee mornings/employment drop ins have been well attended this month and Easter Eggtravangza has taken place aimed at lone parents and families.  These activities have attracted an additional 11 clients onto the Pathway to Payday programme.


Work is underway to organise two summer events at Low Grange Community Centre promoting employability.  

Ten clients are progressing with the NVQ Health & Social Care course.


Community Newspaper


After a very successful first edition the Community Newspaper 


Committee will be meeting very soon to discuss the future editions and 

to look at creating a distribution business within Billingham to deliver 

the newspaper. The distribution firm we had contracted the work to let 

us down at the last minute and it was very much an all hands on deck 

situation, and was delivered over a couple of weeks.



Community Orchard


The Executive Officer awaits the plans from Keith Matthews at SBC for 

the Orchard. The Executive Officer informed members that once she 

has received the plans which she hopes will be within the next two 


weeks she can submit a funding application to Awards for All.  The 


Executive Officer informed members that there was an article in the 

Hartlepool Mail last Friday (30th April) highlighting our plans to involve 

the community in this project.


Dog fouling/litter & grit bins



We continue to receive requests for dog/litter bins throughout 


Billingham.



This is a rolling programme each year and we will be looking at all 


requests when plans are put together for 2010/11.


Enforcement


Item covered earlier in agenda item SA92/10.
                      Town Centre

                      
Denise Jeffrey has confirmed that contractors have started to install  


                      the 20 CCTV cameras around the Town Centre. Also, new windows  


                      
have been installed in some of the flats above the shops which will  


                      enhance the frontage of these buildings.  Hopefully the flats that are 


                      not attached to a lease with the shops will be revamped and put out for
                      rent, within the refurbishment programme.



Train Station


The Executive Officer informed members that she had contacted 


contacted Network Rail to raise a formal complaint with regards 


to our concerns in respect of the disability access, lack of lighting and 

general safety at Billingham Train Station.  She has received a 


response acknowledging her email stating that a response will be 


received within 20 working days.



Website


Our new website has been transferred over to the live server. 



Xmas Event 2010



To be discussed in agenda item SA95/10.


Youth Provision



The Executive Officer informed members that she had attended a 


meeting on 29th April 2010 with SBC officers, Youth Service and 


Denise Jeffrey’s Town Centre Manager to discuss concerns around the 

Youth Cafe.  Concerns have been highlighted that there are not 


enough activities going on in the cafe and youngsters are becoming 

bored, hence the possible disruption.  Also Denise Jeffrey, Town 


Centre Manager has alerted the Town Council to the problems at the 

Youth cafe, and that the dentist next door has experienced vandalism 

on several occasions. 



Denise also wants to help with this matter and has highlighted that 


once the CCTV cameras are installed this may help with this situation. 

These matters were addressed at the meeting and an action plan is to 

be drawn up to look at a YCAP (Youth Crime Action Plan) project to be 

put in place once areas are highlighted as hotspots. This should 


hopefully alleviate the problems experienced in the Town Centre and 

will engage with the youngsters to be more involved with projects such 

as “Beat the Boredom”.



Year End Accounts



The Executive Officer informed members that she is currently working 

on our Year End Accounts for submission to Town Council this month 

and then to be sent to our external auditors BDO in June. 



The Executive Officer informed members that the structure for the 


internal audit has changed, Carole from 
Eaglescliffe Town Council will 

be carrying out our internal audit and the Executive Officer will be 


carrying out Ingleby Barwick’s internal audit. If the Council are 


happy with this arrangement the Executive Officer will contact Carole 

and Paula to arrange an appropriate date.



Partnership Building


The Executive Officer informed members that she continues to build 

relationships with partner groups and maintain our current 



partnerships.  She has a meeting this week with TNG (Community 


Task Force) to discuss how we may be able to help with their 


apprenticeship projects in line with the current work we are doing with 

Communities Fund and Pathway to Payday.



Trailblazers


An invitation has been received from Peter Hoskin at Trailblazers to 

attend a community football match on Friday 7th May 2010 at Bede 


College. The team will be made up of players from New Life Church, 

Bede College, Billingham Police and the local Cleveland Fire Brigade.

 

Members were asked if they were able to attend the event.



It was recommend


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA94/10
Programme of Dog/Litter & Grit bins for 2010



The Executive Officer informed members that she is still waiting for a 

definitive list from Neil Hoskins in respect of locations of grit bins and 

also areas which just missed the criteria for allocation of a grit bin.



The Executive Officer read out requests received for dog and litter bins 

as follows: 


Litter Bins

· Corner of Castleton/Grosvenor Road next to dog fouling bin

· Corner of Castleton/Whitehouse Road next to Grit bin on Whitehouse Road



Dog fouling Bins

· College Gardens
· Rochester Road
· Wallington Walk
· Cleadon Avenue – North side faces green on corner of green
· Path running in between the High Grange estate & the new estate, that was High Grange fields
· John Whitehead Park – Finchale Avenue – entrance/exit


Cllr Pollard asked if local shops could display notices asking customers 

not to drop litter.  The Executive Officer informed members that the 


Town Council could run a competition with local schools to design 


posters.  Perhaps Denise Jeffrey, Town Centre Manager would be 


interested in being involved with this.


Members discussed the requests for dog fouling and litter bins.  The 

Executive Officer informed members that £5000 has been allocated 

within the budget for dog and litter bins.  It was agreed to discuss grit 

bins at a later date.  Members agreed to proceed with the requests for 

dog and litter bins received.  


 It was recommended


The purchase of 2 litter bins and 6 dog fouling bins be approved for 


2010/11.
SA95/10
Christmas Event 2010



The Executive Officer informed members of a proposal she has 


received from Wildchilds to provide entertainment and theming “The 

Chronicles of Narnia” for the traditional Christmas event.



The Executive Officer gave members a breakdown of the proposal as 

follows:



Grand entrance for Father Christmas including sleigh mounted onto 

trailer and towed into the park and red carpet walkway to tree or grotto.



Roving entertainment to add to the spectacle i.e. iced living statue, ice 

queen stilt walker, master puppeteer with character puppet and large 

character mascot – King Wildchilds lion.



Entertainment – things to do such as miniature horse drawn cart with 

costumed king – giving rides for the children, iced crafty zone, 


costumed face painters as Narina Princesses and costumed balloon 

modellers as Fawns and Kings.



Themeing i.e. at walk through entrance’s operated snow machines, 


themed wooded entrances, lamp-posts, hanging snowflakes, icicles, 

props, snow blankets, atmospheric lighting and mist effects running 

along the paths into the central area and snow machine.



Wildchilds would also be able to serve food at the event.



The Executive Officer informed members that the cost for all the above 

would be £6,500 plus VAT which is within this years allocated budget.



Members discussed the proposal. 


The Executive Officer informed members that approval has been 


obtained from Zurich Insurance to proceed with the purchase of the 

Christmas Tree lights to replace the lights that were vandalised last 


year. 



 It was recommended

The proposal from Wildchilds be approved, the Executive Officer to liaise with Hilary (Wildchilds) to amend/add to proposal where necessary.
SA96/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA97/10
Any Other business


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· Mick Vaines, Licensing at Stockton Borough Council

           Billingham Town Council has no rights under the Licensing Act 
to object to the application from Aldi for a liquor licence unless 
we have been requested to do so by local residents or 
businesses with the immediate vicinity.


The consultation period ended on 19th April 2010 and the 
application has gone to a hearing due to concern from local 
people.  

· Planning application for 21 Station Road for a proposal of change of use (formerly Three Cooks Bakery/Sandwich Shop) to Hot Food Takeaway



Members discussed this proposal and that it would adversely affect  

the vitality and viability of the local centre and cumulatively change its 

character.  The Chair asked members if they oppose or accept the 


proposal.  Four members expressed their opposition of this 



application.  

· Care For Your Area Awards 2010



Seeking nominations for in the following categories:


Community Awards                          Gardening/Floral Awards



Best Individual Contribution
       Best Hanging Basket/Containers


Best Group Contribution

       Best Business Garden



Best Community Contribution
       Best Neighbourhood Garden 







       Project



Best School Contribution

       Best Public House Garden



Best Business Contribution
       Best Front Garden



Best Environmental Contribution
       Best Rear Garden



Best Conservation Project

       Best Rear Garden



The deadline for nominations is Monday 21st June 2010.

· Neighbourhood Policing Consultation Meeting




Notification of meetings scheduled for 2010.



It was recommended



Information received, the Executive Officer to forward an objection to 

the proposed planning application for 21 Station Road on the 


grounds that having another takeaway on this small stretch of shops 

would 
reduce the choice of shopping facilities for locals who rely on 

buying groceries instead of having to travel to larger shopping outlets.  

Also the adverse impact it would have on other local traders.
SA98/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be held on Thursday 10th June 2010 at 3.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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