 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

14th APRIL 2011
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall & Olive Milner
Apologies: Cllrs Ann McCoy & Cllr Mockler
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                    Vicky Lloyd        Note taker

In attendance:  Nikki Hullah         -   Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




   Borough Council

SA184/11
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA185/11
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Ann McCoy & Cllr Eleanor Mockler.
SA186/11
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA187/11
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Officer, Stockton Borough Council 

Nikki gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the month of March.  The statistics identify 86 call outs for March incidents relate mainly to noise nuisances.  Nikki stated that the team anticipate this figure to increase during the summer months as more people tend to have parties indoors and outdoors in the garden i.e. BBQ’s.

A member raised an issue with youths intimidating drivers at the shops at Whitehouse Road.  Nikki will log this issue and ask the team to patrol the area.

The Chair asked Nikki if the team are aware that cycling is now prohibited within the Town Centre.  Nikki stated that the team are not aware of this and do not have any powers to fine individuals, however this is something that the Police can act on.

Members discussed altering the hours of the dedicated officer’s provision during summer months.  Nikki felt that during summer months it would be appropriate to commence the service earlier and finish later. During summer the team would expect to see an increase in anti-social behaviour and youths drinking on street corners.


Nikki informed members the she would no longer be attending meetings, however an alternative representative would be able to attend.

The Chair asked for clarification on an incident on Wolviston Road which involved a Silver, Ford KA.  Nikki stated that the incident can indicate reports that the vehicle was parked on a grass verge, blocking a pavement, obstructing a junction or vehicle being fixed on the highway.


Members commended Nikki for her exceptional work with the dedicated enforcement scheme and the Executive Officer to send a letter to Mick McLone, Security Services Manager, Stockton Borough Council reiterating this.


Nikki informed members that the enforcement team will be escorting the folklore festival parade through the Town Centre on 13th August.   Nikki asked for members approval to use the Billingham Town Council logo on the vehicle for the parade which will raise the profile of the service.  All members agreed.

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.

The Executive Officer to write to Mick McLone, Security Services Manager at Stockton Borough Council on behalf of Billingham Town Council thanking Nikki for her exceptional work with the dedicated enforcement provision.


The Billingham Town Council logo to be utilised by the enforcement team vehicle when escorting the parade for the Billingham folklore festival on 13th August.

SA188/11
Executive Officers Project Update

The Executive Officer gave members a verbal update on ongoing /new projects.



Asset Review working group

The group met on 8th April and looked at suggestions for the aims and                      objectives for the group. Discussion took place around the assets which may be available within Billingham. Cllr Bieda gave a presentation to the group on the asset transfer strategy. It was proposed at the meeting that Cllr Bieda be appointed as Chairman of the asset review working group and Cllr 
McCall be appointed as Vice Chairman.

Christmas Event

Hilary Dunne from Wildchilds will be attending the meeting on 9th June                      to present ideas for this years event.

Coat of Arms/Chairman’s medallion

St Michael’s secondary school will be producing designs for the Chairman’s recognition badge/pin. The design will show the history of Billingham – past, present and future. The school plan to have the design complete by July.

Community Newspaper

The 6th edition of the Community Newspaper is currently being delivered throughout Billingham.


Enforcement


This is a self sufficient business which generates income. The Executive Officer has spoken to Mick McLone who has taken into consideration that the Town Council had not been notified of the increase prior to setting the precept.

Mick has confirmed that the increase in standard annual charge of 2%                     will be dropped for this financial year.  However 2012/13 we will be subject to an increase if applicable. 


A clause will be added into the SLA to state that Billingham Town                     Council must be notified of any changes in rates prior to                      setting the precept.

Keep Billingham Tidy


The competition has been rolled out to primary, special schools and                     secondary schools within Billingham with a deadline of 31st May.

Pride of Billingham Awards 


The closing date for nominations has been extended to 30th April.

Youth Council


The Executive Officer has met with Karen Orley, Extended Schools to                     explore the possibility of a youth council.  It has been agreed to look at                     this project following the elections. 

Town Plan 


This is moving forward and will incorporate asset transfers looking at                      the wider community.  

The Executive Officer informed members that she has completed the                     new draft Standing Orders for approval, Payroll Year End and Year End Accounts. The Executive Officer informed members that the Town                   Council has been selected for an intermediate audit by BDO LLP auditors.  

In respect of the elections the Executive Officer has forwarded to members notices of uncontested and contested wards.  There is a possibility that a co-option will be required in one of the uncontested wards after the election.  


It was recommended 

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.  
SA189/11
Environment


Northumbria in Bloom


The Executive Officer informed members that spring judging within  
           Billingham for Northumbria in Bloom will take place on 14th April.  
                
           Billingham Town Councils flower tubs and planters located under the  
           entrance signs “welcome to Billingham” have been planted with 


spring/summer plants.


Request for further flower tubs
       

The Executive Officer informed members that she has received  


two requests for additional flowers tubs at Roseberry Road and from 

BELP for 4 planters at the Clarences.  Shaw Trust has confirmed 


supply and installation costs of planters for Clarences as £240 plus 


VAT and Roseberry Road flower tubs as £48 each delivered and 


filled with compost.


The Executive Officer informed members that the current Service Level 

Agreement (SLA) with Shaw Trust is for 29 flower tubs however due to       
           vandalism 6 tubs are missing.  It was suggested that Billingham Town 

Council pay for the materials (wood) to replace the 6 planters and 


through the SLA Shaw Trust to plant up and maintain. The Committee 

recommend that 4 planters be placed at the Clarences and 2 at 


Roseberry Road.  The Executive Officer will speak to Shaw Trust to 

explore possibilities if this cannot be confirmed by the Shaw Trust then 

Committee make a recommendation to purchase 4 planters for 


Clarences only.
 

It was recommended


The Executive Officer to speak to Shaw Trust in respect of SLA.  The 

Executive Officer to discuss with Shaw Trust with regards to 



incorporating the request for the 6 planters (4 at Clarences and 2 at 

Roseberry Road) within the Service Level Agreement.
SA190/11
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 3rd April to 11th April 2011.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


The Executive Officer informed members that Johnson Matthey 


Catalysts have submitted a planning application to Stockton Borough 

Council. Application No. 11/0488/FUL, Proposal: A phased three 


stage development of offices and ancillary accommodation.  Phases 1 

and 3 to comprise of offices.  Phase 2 to comprise of shared 



conference, restaurant and leisure facilities.  Location: Chilton House, 

Land North of 14 to 18 Chiltons Avenue, Billingham.
  

Members discussed planning application no. 11/0780/COU, 


Proposal: Proposed change of use of first floor unit to children’s 


activity centre and craft centre (D1), external alterations 



including erection of false dormer, erection of bins stores and 


installation of air conditioning and refrigeration units (part 



retrospective), Location:  The Stoney Oak, High Grange Avenue, 


Billingham. 



Members expressed concerns in respect of the inconsistencies with the 

application.  The Executive Officer gave members an overview of 


the plans submitted for The Stoney Oak since September 2009.  


Concerns have been raised with the Planning Officer at Stockton 


Borough Council on the current application.  The officer has 



responded to say that Stockton Borough Council cannot confirm which 

organisation is too run the children’s activity centre, as this is not a 


planning consideration.  The issue of it being a registered or drop in 

centre is also not a planning matter.  The plans illustrate the ground 

floor premises will be a smaller public house with a separate additional 

A1 (retail) unit, with access adjacent to High Grange Avenue.  A (D1) 

change of use does not require planning permission. 


Unit 3 is at ground level and is a public house/bar (A4) which 


supersedes the restaurant application.  The refrigeration units are for 

the existing Spar (A1) retail unit and Unit 5 is the proposed children’s 

activity and craft centre (D1).  Members queried if the children’s centre 

would be a social enterprise or commercial business.  The Executive 

Officer advised that 
she will contact the developer to acquire more 


detail and perhaps a site visit for members.


Members discussed planning application No. 11/0708/FUL, 


proposal:  Application for erection of 60 dwellings with associated 


services, roads and sewers to include alterations to gardens and 


boundaries and repositioning of 2 no. dwellings (plots 20-21), 


Location: Land South of Verbena Drive, Finchale Avenue, Billingham.  

Members stated that although in principle they do not object 
to the 


application concerns were raised in respect of access issues, traffic 

congestion, current parking problems on Finchale Avenue and 


walking access.  The Executive Officer to raise these concerns with 

Stockton Borough Council. 

    
The Executive Officer gave members an update in respect of planning 

application no. 10/3027/FUL, Proposal: Change of use to A5 hot 


food takeaway at 55C the Green (former newsagent) and revocation of 

existing A5 use at 55b The Green, existing hot food takeaway, erection 

of two flues to the rear of 55C (removal of 1 flue to rear of 55b).  This 

application has been refused by the planning department at Stockton 

Borough Council.


It was recommended



The Executive Officer to raise concerns in respect of the planning 


application for erection of 60 dwellings with associated 



services, roads and sewers to include alterations to gardens and 


boundaries and repositioning of 2 no. dwellings (plots 20-21) at 


Finchale Avenue, Billingham.   In respect of access issues, traffic 


congestion, current parking problems on Finchale Avenue and 


walking access.


The Executive Officer to query the wording on 10/3027/FUL, 55 The 

Green with regards to “revocation of existing A5 use of 55b The 


Green”.  Does this mean that the existing business will not be in 


operation.



The Executive Officer to discuss with property developer with regards 

to changes in planning application for Stoney Oak.  Arrange a site 


visit.



No objection to planning application 11/0488/FUL Johnson Matthey.


    
No further comments on planning applications received.
SA191/11
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA192/11
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· Community Engineer Initiative – letter from Stockton Borough Council stating that the scheme will cease with immediate effect. (emailed to members previously). 
· Billingham Integrated Health Facility – PFI announcement – email from Paul Dobson, Director, Stockton Borough Council confirming that the Department of Health have informed Stockton Borough Council that they will not receive PFI credits for the Integrated Health Facility and Extra Care Scheme in Billingham. 
· Stockton High Street – Our vision – The Executive Officer informed members that Billingham Town Council has not been officially consulted on this document, however felt members should be notified albeit after the event as we found out about the consultation by default.




The Executive Officer will challenge this with Stockton Borough 


Council we should be kept in consultation loop.
SA193/11
Any Other business


None discussed.
SA194/11
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 9th June 2011.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
1

