 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

11th NOVEMBER 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy & Olive Milner
Apologies: Cllrs Alan Gallimore & Eleanor Mockler
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                    Vicky Lloyd        Note taker

In attendance:  Nikki Hullah
- Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




  Borough Council

        Fred Gook
- Neighbourhood Watch Association
     
                           Bert Smailes - Safer Billingham Partnership
SA145/10
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA146/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Alan Gallimore & Eleanor Mockler.      
SA147/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA148/10
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Officer, Stockton Borough Council 

Nikki gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the month of October. The statistics identify 100 call outs. Nikki informed members that incidents relate mainly to trolley & wheelie bin seizures and removal of combustible items.  Nikki stated that she has noticed an increase in trolley seizures for the month of October.

Nikki informed members that Stockton Borough Council is currently working in partnership with a company called Trolley Wise who collect the trolleys seized by the Enforcement Officers and return them to the store, at a cost to the store of between £30-40 per trolley.  Nikki felt that Trolley Wise need to present on an evening and perhaps supermarkets need to take ownership and have staff proactively looking out for stray shopping trolleys.

In respect of AS13 forms issued for anti-social behaviour Nikki informed members that these forms are passed onto the anti-social behaviour team.  If an individual obtains three AS13 forms within a 3 month period this can lead to the individual been issued with an ASBO.  AS13 forms can be issued to adults if they are carrying out anti-social behaviour.

Nikki gave members a breakdown of incidents in respect of bonfire night.  A total of 34 incidents took place on 5th & 6th November within Billingham. Problems commenced at about 5.00 p.m. and Nikki felt that the dedicated officer provision for Billingham may need to commence earlier next year.  Nikki informed members that a number of wheelie bin fires had taken place and a number of bonfires were removed.   The Chair asked if there are any approved bonfire sites? Nikki informed that there are no approved bonfire sites and Enforcement Officers can intervene in respect of bonfires which are not on private land.  Members discussed the possibility of placing an advert in the community newspaper to alert members of the public to be vigilant with wheelie bins prior to bonfire night and also to publicise the mobile telephone number contact for enforcement provision.

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA149/10
Fred Gook, update on Neighbourhood Watch Association

Fred was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on national and regional developments for the Neighbourhood Watch Association.  Fred informed members that in 2009/10 the Home Office provided funding to Neighbourhood Watch nationally to enable it to develop its sustainability and its capacity to operate at a national level.  This culminated in the production of a five year business plan, the recruitment of three members of staff and office accommodation in Leicester.


Fred informed members that the Home Office have now funded the scheme for 2010/11 under these new arrangements want to make Neighbourhood Watch schemes more appealing.  Currently there are 173 schemes within England & Wales. Fred informed members that Government have indicated support for the concept of a “big society” founded on three principles ideas.  This includes Social Action making it easier for everyone to be part of an active group.  Public Service Action to remove the barriers and centralised bureaucracy that prevents community activism from happening. Community empowerment creating neighbourhoods who can get involved and shape the world around them.

Fred informed members that he represents Billingham on the Stockton District Neighbourhood Watch Association.  Currently there are 100 Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators within Billingham and the group is looking at a strategy of ways to engage people aged 20-55 to the  scheme.  Fred stated that members of the public are reluctant to report crimes and Neighbourhood Watch could be a third party to report crimes.                


At this point Cllr McCall and McCoy joined the meeting (3.45 p.m.)

Fred informed members that in 2007 a junior Neighbourhood Watch scheme commenced and currently there are 19 schools participating in the scheme.  A full-time organiser is employed to visit the schools and events are organised for the children.  This includes a member of the emergency services i.e. Fire Brigade or Police visiting the school to talk to the children or the children having the opportunity to visit the emergency services.  


The Chair stated that it would be useful to publicise the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme within the community newspaper.

It was recommended

The update from Fred is accepted.


Fred was thanked for attending the meeting. 

SA150/10
Bert Smailes – Safer Billingham Partnership – proposal 

for BMX track in Billingham


Bert was in attendance at the meeting to talk to members about a 


proposal for a BMX track in Billingham.
Bert informed members that 

the Safer Billingham Partnership have been looking at the possibility of 

improving cycling facilities within Billingham. In an attempt to get the 

views of the people of Billingham about cycling facilities in their town 

a survey was carried out over the two days of this year’s Billingham 

Carnival & Garden Show in September. 


A total of 425 people of all age groups were surveyed.  The results of 

the survey identified that 385 people are interested in cycling and 40 

are not.  The 
majority of people surveyed cycle for work/school, leisure 

or competition.  In respect of facilities for cycling in Billingham 16 


people stated that facilities were good, 75 stated fair and 307 stated 

poor.  
When asked what facilities are needed within Billingham people 

stated improved on-road cycle facilities, improved off-road cycle routes 

and a BMX track.  Other things mentioned were a safety training 


park for children and designated school cycle routes.


With regard to a BMX track, the majority of people preferred a country 

park track suitable for all abilities.  People stated that they would be 

prepared to travel up to two miles to such a facility.  


Bert informed members that following this survey he had attended 


a meeting with Keith Matthews and Jonathan Kibble, Countryside & 

Parks, Stockton Borough Council.  Both accepted the findings of the 

survey and it was decided that a suitable site or sites capable of 


accommodating such a facility should be identified within Billingham.  

Possible sites suggested are Osbourne Park, John Whitehead Park, 

Rievaulx Avenue, Cowpen Bewley Woodland Park, Daffodil Park, High 

Grange and Billingham Community Centre.          



Bert informed members that he has asked Resident Associations for 

suggestions and to identify possible sites.  He is also asking Billingham 

Town Council for suggestions and support as the survey clearly shows 

that the people of Billingham would welcome a BMX track.  Bert stated 

that it would be useful to link cycle routes between the leisure facilities.


A member stated that she felt the proposal is a brilliant idea and has 

read that skate boarding can come and go however BMX does not 


seem to fluctuate.  Bert informed members that BMX is an Olympic 


sport and before a plan can be submitted he needs to look into funding 

which could possibility come from a lottery grant, landfill or lorry tax 


which may come into Billingham.  The park would be free to members 

of the public.  A member stated that she felt that it was the right time to 

progress with the proposal as money may be linked to the Olympics.   


A member asked about the possibility of a site at Clarence’s.  Bert 


stated that the group is not just looking at one central site but exploring 

the possibility of satellite sites to link up Billingham.  Possible sites 


within 
Clarence’s were discussed and Bert stated that the Cowpen 


Bewley Woodland Park would be accessible for Clarence’s.  Bert felt 

that the ideal site would be John Whitehead Park.  The Executive 


Officer stated that it would be useful to link Clarence’s, Low Grange 

and High Grange together.  Bert requested the support of Billingham 

Town Council for the proposal of a BMX track in Billingham.



At this point Bert left the meeting.
 

The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal for a BMX track in 

Billingham.  All members agreed with the proposal however it was felt 

that the Town Council could not contribute financially to the proposal, 

but support can be given by the Executive Officer when searching for 

funding bodies.


It was recommended
 
 
The update from Bert is accepted.


Bert was thanked for attending the meeting. 



Billingham Town Council to support the proposal for a BMX track in 


Billingham.
SA151/10
Update on Christmas Event


The Executive Officer introduced the Traditional Christmas Event.  


Vicky, Office Co-ordinator gave members a plan and overview of the 

Christmas event.  Vicky advised members of the layout and itinerary of 

the event. 



Cllrs Milner and Skilbeck stated that they would be available to help out 

on the day.



The Executive Officer informed members that this week posters have 

been displayed around Billingham and banners in the Town Centre 


giving details of the event.   Invitations have also been sent out. 



 It was recommended


The update on the Christmas event is accepted, The Executive Officer 

and Vicky where thanked for their hard work in pulling together a 


comprehensive report/plan.
SA152/10
Executive Officers Projects Update



The Executive Officer gave members an update on ongoing/new 


projects.



Allotments



The Executive Officer has spoken with Barry Hunter, Stockton Borough 

Council who has advised that he has been given the task to explore the 

proposed viable areas/land highlighted for the possible use for 


allotment sites, which is phase 2 of the allotment strategy document.  

Barry will inform Billingham Town Council of his findings and 



recommendations.


The Executive Officer has had a meeting with Deryck Forrest, 


Horticulture Manager for Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) 

and Horticulture Centre of Excellence at the Clarences.   Deryck 


has been advised of Billingham Town Councils 
decision (final 


approval by the Chairman and Vice Chairman) to fund the 



water supply at the horticultural centre at the Clarence’s.


Deryck has advised the Executive Officer that he has met with 


Northumbrian water and they have assessed the requirements and will 

forward Deryck a more detailed analysis of the proposed costs.  Once 

Deryck has this and it comes within the quotation parameters, which 

was passed by council then we will release the funds.


Northumbria in Bloom Competition 2011



It has been recognised by the partner groups working in the 



Clarences, the support Billingham Town Council is giving to the area 

and that the Town Council has earmarked 2 big flower tubs to be 


placed around the Clarences in 2011.



BELP are working on an overall environmental development plan for 

the Clarences which will be carried out in phases.  Phase 1 is the re-

structuring, maintenance and governance of the allotments.



There are plans to create a rockery at the front of the allotments with 

several parking spaces.  Also, plans to create a feature seating area at 

the bus stop opposite the community centre.  Along with this there is to 

be a bulb planting project funded by Billingham Police and will be 


planted by local children.



To embrace and recognise all of the developments, BELP has entered 

the Clarences in the Royal Horticultural Society Awards for 2011, to 

compliment this, as a partner group, BELP have asked if Billingham 

Town Council would enter Clarences into the Northumbria in Bloom for 

2011 in the small village category.  The Executive Officer stated that 

this can only add value to the work being carried out and recognition to 

the residents of Clarences for taking ownership in their area.   


Members discussed this and all agreed for the Executive Officer to 


proceed with 
the application on behalf of Billingham Town Council.



Community Newspaper



The third issue of the community newspaper has now been distributed 

throughout Billingham very successfully, with lots of favourable 


feedback from residents.


The fourth edition is due to be delivered week ending 26th November 

and will be delivered over two weekends due to the dark evenings.  


The next edition will be in full colour as the committee has found a local 

printer who can print the newspaper for less and in full colour.


Billingham Town Council will have 3 pages on this next edition, our 


normal page and the middle spread which will cover our Traditional 


Christmas event.



Community Orchard



The Executive Officer has been advised from Stockton Borough 


Council that there are continued discussions between officers at 


Stockton Borough Council and the developers at Osbourne Park on the 

land transfer.  Stockton Borough Council will be instructing legal 


representatives to deal with this to progress with the land transfer.  


Once the land has transferred we should hopefully get the go-ahead to 

commence our developments on the community orchard. 


Dog fouling & litter bins


Phase two of our dog/litter bin programme is now complete, with the 

installation of 2 litter bins and 8 dog fouling bins.  We have another 2 

dog fouling bins in the process of being added to this phase, (Clifton 

Avenue & Braid Crescent) which will be installed in 4-6 weeks.  The 

bins are easily identified at Billingham Town Council bins as they 


display our logo.



The 2 litter bins have been installed at:

· Corner of Castleton/Grosvenor Road next to dog fouling bin

· Corner of Castleton/Whitehouse Road next to grit bin on Whitehouse Road



The 8 dog fouling bins have been installed at:

· College Gardens

· Rochester Road

· Wallington Walk
· Cleadon Avenue – North side faces green on corner of green

· Path running in between the High Grange estate & the new estate, which were High Grange fields

· John Whitehead Park – Finchale Avenue – entrance/exit

· Junction of Marsh House Avenue/Causeway

· Junction of Rievaulx Avenue/Recreation Ground


Enforcement



Service Level Agreement is being extended with the enforcement team 

as per Town Council, for a further 6 months.  Again this service is 


proving a huge success with 100 reports to our dedicated officers in 

October and 34 in November so far.



Quality Status & CLCA



The Executive Officer has been asked by Cleveland Local Council 


Association if she would be a member of a new Quality Status 


Accreditation Panel, who will review and decide on town and parish 

council’s applications for quality status.  The Executive Officer asked 

members if they are happy for her to sit on this panel as it will be 


beneficial for our council’s status.



All members agreed that the Executive Officer to sit on the quality 


Status Accreditation Panel.



Town Plan



Initial meetings have commenced with stakeholders in Billingham.  The 

Executive Officer is currently working on a draft to bring to Town 


Council next year.




Keep Billingham Tidy


We are currently talking to schools about our campaign.  Now we have 

a clear definitive from committee on timescales and prizes we can 


progress with the campaign.  The Executive Officer has been invited 

to the school cluster groups to promote this initiative.



It was recommended                             


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.



The Executive Officer to proceed with application to enter Clarence’s 

into Northumbria in Bloom for 20111 in the small village category.



The Executive Officer to be given approval to be a member of a new 

Quality Status Accreditation Panel for Cleveland Local Council 


Association.

SA153/10
Projects for 2011/12 to be considered in budget proposal 



The Executive Officer gave members an extract from the proposed 


budget proposal for projects 2011/12.  The Chair and Vice Chairman 

have worked with the Executive Officer to produce a draft budget for 

2011/12.  All of the projects were discussed in detail.   
· The Executive Officer informed members that next year editions of the community newspaper will increase from 4 to 6 editions.
· The Chair informed members that the Town Council will not be proceeding with allocation of dog fouling, litter or grit bins. 



A member felt that the budget includes predominately social events, 

and for the future Billingham Town Council should explore projects 


which 
enhance the 
economic well being of the town.  The Executive 

Officer stated that within our projects there is an element of promoting 

wellbeing, and for future budgets we will look at being instrumental in 

projects such as employability and life style skills as we have done with 

the Communities Fund.



The Executive Officer also advised that although the budget proposal 

for 2011/12 is to remain at the same level that it would be beneficial for 

Billingham Town Council to increase in future years to ensure we are 

able to progress with new projects and ensure sustainability of existing 

projects. 



It was recommended



Committee recommend that proposed budget for projects be 


accepted/approved.


The proposed precept information is to be accepted and recommended 

to Finance & Resources Committee/Town Council.

SA154/10
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 24th October to 7th November 2010.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


Cllr Atkinson took plans for the proposed foodstore within the Town 


Centre to bring back comments to the Executive Officer.


It was recommended


No comments on planning applications received.
SA155/10
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA156/10
Correspondence


Due to lack of time it was agreed to discuss this item at the Town Council meeting.

SA157/10
Any Other business


The Chair informed members that Stockton Borough Council is undertaking a review of its polling districts and places.  The reason for the review is to ensure that all electors in the Borough of Stockton on Tees have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable and to ensure that polling stations are accessible to all electors, including those with various forms of disability.  The Chair informed members of proposed changes to the mobile polling stations on the grass verge between Springwell Close and Elvington Close, junction of Tunstall Avenue & Satley Road and junction of Skripka Drive & Knapton Avenue.  Members were given details of current polling stations and asked to identify alternative places and inform the Executive Officer.  
SA158/10
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be confirmed.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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