 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

10th MARCH 2011
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, Eleanor Mockler, Ray McCall & Olive Milner
Apologies: Cllrs Alan Gallimore & Ann McCoy
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                    Vicky Lloyd        Note taker

In attendance:  Deborah Shanley
-  Enterprise Coach, Five Lamps 




   Organisation
                          John Lawrenson
-  Enterprise Coach, Five Lamps 



             Organisation


        Nikki Hullah         -   Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




   Borough Council


        Stephen Heslop   -  Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




   Borough
SA171/11
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA172/11
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Alan Gallimore & Ann McCoy.
SA173/11
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA174/11
Deborah Shanley & John Lawrenson, Five Lamps Organisation – Enterprise Gateway

Deborah and John were in attendance at the meeting to give members an overview of the Enterprise Gateway Programme.


Deborah informed members that the purpose of the Enterprise Gateway Programme is to help raise awareness of the possibility of enterprise in local communities.  The programme is designed to give members of the public thinking of going into self employment access to coaching and skills that can help them achieve their goals.  The project is being promoted and supported by One North East with European Regional Development Fund Money and Stockton Borough Council.

The service is free and aimed at people who are thinking of starting up in business, turning a hobby into extra income or hoping for information on the options available to them in the local area.  A drop in service can be accessed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at the Five Lamps office located at Billingham Community Centre. Clients can meet with an Enterprise Coach on an informal basis and discover the pros and cons of becoming self employed.

Deborah and John informed members that Five Lamps have utilised the Billingham Community Newspaper to advertise the service and word of mouth is spreading.  Members were asked for possible other options that could be explored to promote the service. 

A questions and answers session took place.


Q. Has the service been advertised in the job opportunities section of the Evening Gazette?                                                                         


A. Yes a full page advert has appeared last year with good news s stories of successful clients.


Q.  Have people successfully started their own business since joining the programme?


A. Yes we will be placing our success stories in the Billingham   Community Newspaper as Five Lamps Organisation has sponsored the business section of the newspaper.


Q. Have you placed posters around Billingham Town Centre    advertising the service?


A.  No however we have advertised within the libraries in the town.


John informed members that the service is not target driven and is accessible to all residents within the Borough.

Q. Have you contacted the Town Centre Manager to set up a workshop in an empty unit within the Town Centre? Would it be possible to utilise one of the units as an enterprise for a client to set up business and obtain business rates?
A. I will speak to the Town Centre Manager.  The launch pad has previously been situated in the Town Centre.  We have engaged with members of the public in community centres, Surestart centres and libraries.  We have linked up with employability programmes ran by Know How North East and are currently looking at organising an event in partnership with Low Grange Community Centre.  


A member stated that it would be beneficial to run an event at the 


Clarences.  The Executive Officer stated that this could tie in with the 

allotment scheme currently ran by BELP. The Executive Officer 


suggested an enterprise day to attract clients within the Town Centre, 

with free vouchers/tokens and the possibility of shops donating Easter 

eggs with proceeds raised going to a local charity.  


John advised members that Five Lamps currently work with the Shaw 

Trust.  The Executive Officer mentioned the possibility of working with 

Billingham Charity Trophy Events and will explore the possibility of 


setting up a meeting with all parties.    


It was recommended


The update from Deborah and John is accepted.
 
Deborah and John were thanked for attending the meeting.

SA175/11
Nikki Hullah & Stephen Heslop, Enforcement Officers, Stockton Borough Council 

Nikki gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the month of February.  Stephen was in attendance at the meeting as the dedicated officer for Billingham to answer questions members may have on the patrols undertaken.  The statistics identify 75 call outs for February incidents relate mainly to parking issues (double yellow lines). 

The Chair asked Nikki to identify any trends in incidents/increases in activity. Nikki stated that anti-social behaviour is decreasing, however parking offences seem to be on the increase and trolley seizures continue.  The issue of AS13 forms for anti-social behaviour has gone down this month. The team anticipate an increase during the summer months of June/July with a possible decrease in August due to the main holiday period. An expected change is anticipated in November/December due to Bonfire night.

The Executive Officer informed Nikki that following a meeting with Stockland issues have been raised in respect of youths hanging around the Town Centre.  A request was made that if the enforcement team are in John Whitehead could they possibly undertake a visit to the Town Centre. Nikki will mention this to the dedicated team for Billingham.  The Executive Officer will challenge Stockland if this becomes a continued problem.

The Executive Officer informed Nikki that the additional officer scheme is coming to the end of the first year and is due to be reviewed by the Town Council.  Nikki stated that she felt that the programme has been effective.  Officers will be in hi-visibility patrols once the Forum opens.  The Executive Officer mentioned the possibility of a leaflet drop to advertise the dedicated service prior to the opening. 


At this point Nikki and Stephen left the meeting.  The Chair thanked Nikki and Stephen for attending the meeting. 


In respect of the Service Level Agreement (SLA) for enforcement services the Executive Officer informed members of a letter she has received from Stockton Borough Council notifying of a review of their charges for the financial year 2011/12 and a decision to increase the standard annual charge by 2%. The Executive Officer informed members that this is currently not within the agreed allocated precept for the project and is an increase of £800 per annum.  This would be discussed further in Finance and Resources with regards to financials. 

A member enquired if a clause could be added into the SLA stating that  Stockton Borough Council must notify the Town Council of any changes in rates prior to setting the precept.  The Executive Officer stated that she will email Stockton Borough Council to this affect.

Members discussed the additional Enforcement Officer provision.  All members stated that they were happy with the service and recommend that the service continue.  

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki and Stephen were thanked for attending the meeting.

The Committee recommend that the additional enforcement provision for Billingham continue.

The Executive Officer to contact Stockton Borough Council to request that a clause be added into the SLA that the Town Council must be notified of any changes prior to setting the precept.
SA176/11
Executive Officers Project Update

The Executive Officer gave members a verbal update on ongoing /new projects.


                      Allotments

                      Ongoing project.


Community Newspaper
                      The next edition of the Community Newspaper will be April. Information

                      on the Town Councils precept and poll tax bandings will be contained 
within

                      the paper.  BCNG Committee are requesting an additional issue of the 
newspaper

                      this will not have any financial impact on distribution costs for the Town 
                      Council.  The newspaper are looking for local people to be involved in
                      distribution of the newspaper.    
 



Community Orchard


On going project.


Dog fouling/litter & grit bins


The Town Council will not be proceeding with allocation of further dog 

fouling, litter or grit bins for 2011/12 financial year.


Billingham House


The Chairman and Executive Officer have met with Python Properties 

on 9th March.  Python presented a model of refurbishment for 


Billingham House.  A judicial review in respect of Billingham House will 

take place on 15th March.  In the meantime Stockton Borough Council 

are continuing with steps to carry out the demolition of Billingham 


House.


Members agreed to continue to support Stockton Borough Council on 

demolition of the building.



The Executive Officer informed members that she has spoken to the 

Environment Agency (EA) in respect of an article which appeared in 

the Evening Gazette stating that Augean waste have stored radioactive 

waste at their site at Port Clarence.  The EA have advised that once 

planning permission is given they then take over and make sure that 

the materials stored are within their stringent parameters of what is 


acceptable.  The Executive Officer has been informed that it takes 


quite some time to agree for projects to commence after the EA have 

made their assessments. 



In respect of the Anhydrite Mine which has been given approval by the 

Planning Committee at Stockton Borough Council to proceed.  


Constraints are in place regarding deposits in the mine both with 


Stockton Borough Council and the EA.

 
It was recommended

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA177/11
Shaw Trust – Service Level Agreement 2011/12


The Executive Officer informed members that Shaw Trust have 


confirmed that they will maintain the current planters as previous SLA. 

Members were advised of the £3,000 budget allocation for this 


project. Members agreed with the proposal to continue the SLA with 

Shaw Trust.  


The Executive Officer informed members that she has received  


two requests for additional flowers tubs at Roseberry Road and from 

BELP for 4 planters at the Clarences.  Shaw Trust has confirmed 


supply and installation costs of planters for Clarences as £240 plus 


VAT.


Members discussed these requests and agreed to defer a decision 


until the next financial year.


It was recommended


The Service Level Agreement to continue with Shaw Trust for 2011/12.
SA178/11
Christmas Event 2011


The Executive Officer informed members that following the de-brief 


meeting held on 24th January with all parties who were involved with 

the Christmas event (report previously circulated to members) 


constructive comments have been received.  It was felt that the layout 

of the event needs to be spread out so that members of the public can 

walk around the park as opposed to staying in one place. 


A member enquired if the Town Council would utilise Wildchilds to 


provide theming and entertainment for this year’s event.  The Chair 


mentioned the possibility of contacting community groups to be 


involved i.e. Billingham Charity Trophy Events.  The Chair asked 


members if the Town Council should proceed with this year’s event or 

defer a decision until the next financial year.  The Executive Officer 


confirmed that funding is currently within the budget for the event.  


In the meantime members discussed the possibility of contacting 


Wildchilds to explore provisional ideas for this years event.   


It was recommended


A decision on the traditional Christmas event to be deferred until next 

financial year.


Wildchilds to be contacted to explore ideas for this year’s traditional 


Christmas event and to present their ideas at the first Services & 


Amenities Committee in May.
SA179/11
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 27th February to 6th March 2011.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


The Executive Officer informed members that Air Products have 


submitted a planning application to Stockton Borough Council.  


Application No. 11/0359/EIS, Proposal: Erection of 49MW renewable 

energy facility employing plasma gasification technology with 


associated process and environmental control infrastructure, materials 

storage and handling facilities, oxygen production unit, power 


generation plant, administration and control buildings, and formation of 

new access point Location: Reclamation Pond, Huntsman Drive, Seal 

Sands.
  

The Executive Officer informed members that the plans to re-


open the anhydrite mine in Billingham have been approved by the 


Planning Committee at Stockton Borough Council.  A proposal is to 


be discussed with NPL for Billingham Town Council to administer the 

community benefit fund generated by lorry tax which would then be 


distributed to good causes 
within 
Billingham. The Executive Officer 

has spoken to the Environment Agency in respect of the Environment 

Permit for NPL and has been informed this will take up to at least three 

months to complete.    



The Executive Officer gave members an update in respect of proposed 

changes to planning application no.10/3027/FUL, Proposal: Change of 

use to A5 hot food takeaway at 55C the Green (former newsagent) 


and revocation of existing A5 use at 55b The Green (existing hot food 

takeaway, erection of two flues to the rear of 55C (removal of 1 flue to 

rear of 55b) and Proposal: Revised plans to show amended siting and 

location of existing flue (to 
be retained) and proposed flue.  Red line 

boundary amended around flues accordingly and additional information 

showing existing and proposed side and rear elevations of building 


including location of flues.


Members discussed the application and expressed concerns that the 

application is a retrospective application and the installation of the flues 

has gone ahead prior to planning permission being granted for change 

of use to A5 hot food takeaway.  Members expressed their opposition 

of this application. 



The Executive Officer informed members that Vodaphone and 


Telefonia 02 UK Ltd have submitted a planning application to Stockton 

Borough Council.  Planning application no. 11/0391/TEL, Proposal: 

Prior notification application for the installation of a radio base 


station consisting of the removal of the existing 12.5 m 



column supporting 6 no. antennas and one lighting head, and the 


installation of a replacement 12.5 slim-line column supporting 6 no. 


antennas, 1 no. equipment cabinet and ancillary development thereto, 

Location: Adopted footpath on Wolviston Road.  Members do not have 

any objections to this proposal. 



At this point Cllr Mockler left the meeting (4.50 pm)



It was recommended



The Executive Officer to forward an objection to the proposed planning 

application for 55c The Green on the grounds that this is a 



retrospective planning application and installation of the flues has 


gone ahead prior to planning permission for change of use being 


granted.


No further comments on planning applications received.
SA180/11
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA181/11
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· Cleveland Local Council Association – Nominations for Bucking Palace Garden Party on 29th June 2011.
· Steve Lumb, Community Engineer, Stockton Borough Council – Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme for Malvern Road – revised scheme costings £10,000.  Will be reported to Northern Area Transport Strategy Group.
· Tees Valley Rural Community Council – Boot Camp for Entrepreneurs 1st – 3rd April.
· The Northern Area Partnership Board – The Executive Officer has contacted the Area Partnership Secretary to request that any questions be discussed during Town Council update so that our representative can answer questions.  

· NALC Policy Consultation – A Community Right To Challenge & A Community Right To Buy – Assets of Community Value.  

SA182/11
Any Other business


None discussed.
SA183/11
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting is Thursday 14th April 2011.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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