 BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SERVICES & AMENITIES 

COMMITTEE MEETING

10th FEBRUARY 2011
Held at Town Council Office
at 3.00pm

Present:
Councillors, Colin Pollard (Chair), Helen Atkinson, A
lan Gallimore, Ray McCall & Olive Milner
Apologies: Cllrs Ann McCoy & Eleanor Mockler
Official:
 Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                    Vicky Lloyd        Note taker

In attendance:  Chris Renahan 
- Local Transport Plan Manager, 




  Stockton Borough Council




Nikki Hullah
- Enforcement Officer, Stockton 




  Borough Council
SA159/11
Notice of Meeting


The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given to where notices had been displayed.
SA160/11
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies for absence.


Apologies were received from Cllrs Ann McCoy & Eleanor Mockler.      
SA161/11
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests


The Chair asked if there are any declarations of interests.


No declarations of interest were submitted.

SA162/11
Chris Renahan, Local Transport Plan Manager, Stockton Borough Council – proposals for Billingham Train Station


Chris was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on the proposals for Billingham Train Station. Chris informed members that Stockton Borough Council has been working in partnership with Northern Rail to look at bringing stations up to date.  A feasibility study has been undertaken on Billingham Train Station which has been graded a GRIP 3 – provisional estimates on what could be done to improve the station.  Through the Tees Valley Metro Scheme, further work has been commissioned to gain more accurate costs.  Possible improvements identified include:

· provision of station wide signage

· improvements to station lighting

· provision of CCTV at the station

· provision of cycle accommodation with shelters

· provision of DDA compliant handrails to footbridge

· provision of antislip floor covering to footbridge

· provision of new help point on platforms

· provision of new antivandal shelter

· opening of existing shelter, provision of clear vision panels and refurbishment


Chris informed members that the estimated cost for the improvements 

is £105,000 which does not include DDA access.  Members felt that 

approaches to the station need to be looked at as it is difficult 


to identify where the station is located.



Chris stated that the catchment area for Billingham is huge with 5,000 

journeys over a 4 week period from Billingham it would be 



advantageous for Northern Rail to undertake marketing of Billingham 

Station. 


Chris informed members of the Northern Area Transport Strategy 


2011/12 – New Strategy & Scheme Proposal Proforma.  As part of the 

new process of allocating funding, each Steering Group Member will be 

given the opportunity to highlight a problem or issue to be considered 

by the Steering Group for funding.  The budget for the scheme is to be 

agreed.  The Executive Officer stated that the Town Council has put 

forward improvements to Billingham Train Station as a viable scheme 

for funding for the Northern Area Transport Strategy.   


 


    
It was recommended


The update from Chris is accepted.
 
Chris was thanked for attending the meeting.

SA163/11
Nikki Hullah, Enforcement Officer, Stockton Borough Council 

Nikki gave members an overview of incidents logged and actioned for the months of December & January. The statistics identify 55 call outs for January incidents are relatively low over these months possibly due to the recent inclement weather.  Nikki informed members of an issue with travellers within an industrial site in Billingham and removal from the site has been successful. Members were informed of the protocols undertaken by the enforcement team for travellers.

The Executive Officer informed Nikki of concerns raised by members in respect of a large number of reports of trolley seizures and the amount of time taken to do this particularly when the officers are limited to 3 hours on Friday evening and 3 hours on a Saturday evening.  Nikki informed members that officers do not pro-actively look for trolleys, they are seized on siting whilst patrolling areas.  Nikki gave members details of an incident where youths were using a trolley to obtain combustible items such as wood to set a fire and explained that trolleys can also be used to bump into cars.  

Nikki informed members that during the hours of 9am–5pm Trolley Wise seize trolleys and after 5pm trolleys are seized by the Enforcement Officers and collected by Trolley Wise who return them to the store, at a cost to the store of between £30-40 per trolley.  

A member expressed concerns over a number of reported noise related incidents within certain areas. Nikki informed members that Environmental Health noise patrols commence at 11.00pm.  Neighbours within these areas are given a diary to keep as much evidence that is needed before any action can be taken.    


The Chair informed of a problem with youths drinking at the Ecology Park. Nikki stated that youths normally drink around parks and not around streets and another hot spot is Charlton’s Pond.  Enforcement operate patrols if they are not being utilised within other areas or if they are called to a specific area.  Nikki stated that officers are not receiving many calls on the dedicated officer’s mobile phone or calls for alcohol related issues. The decline could possibly be due to the recent inclement weather however Nikki felt that this may change within the summer months.

Members discussed altering the hours of the dedicated officer’s provision during summer months. Nikki stated that the hours may need to change when the Forum opens and to look at what time activities are finishing.  Nikki felt that during winter months 7pm–10pm is an appropriate time, bonfire night between 6pm–11pm and during the light nights of the summer months between 8pm–11pm would be appropriate.


A member asked if parking tickets are issued by enforcement officers for vehicles parking on double yellow lines.  Nikki informed members that a penalty charge notice is issued as parking on double yellow lines is enforceable over a 24 hour period. The member enquired what is a Prod 1 issued by enforcement officers? Nikki stated that this is issued to waste carriers to produce their driving licence, waste transfer notice and evidence of ownership of the vehicle.  

The Chair asked Nikki to identify any trends in incidents/increases in activity. Nikki stated that anti-social behaviour is decreasing and fires during October/November increased right across the board due to bonfire night.   

It was recommended


The update from Nikki is accepted.
 
Nikki was thanked for attending the meeting.
SA164/11
Executive Officers Project Update


                      Allotments

                      Graham Clinigan 
(Countryside & Greenspaces Development Manager)
                      has advised that they are shortly going to revise the draft Strategy for 


                      Allotments and Leisure Gardens and take into account feedback 


                      received from Parish and Town Councils.

                      They have not done this yet as they also want to consider the results of
                      survey work which is still ongoing.  This includes a Viewpoint Panel 


                      survey and a questionnaire that has been given to allotment holders
                      and people of allotment waiting lists.  This information will be useful to
                      ensure that the final strategy addresses the needs of local residents – 


                      both allotment users and non-users.   



Community Newspaper
                      
BCNG are now in the process of delivering the 5th edition of the 


                      Community Newspaper, which is 20 pages and in full colour. The
                      tabloid is well received by residents.  The Executive Officer informed 


                      members that the 5th edition features many pictures from our 
Christmas
                      event.  The committee are looking for youth reporters for the paper. 

                      A member suggested that maybe a “What’s on” section of what 
activities are

                      available at Community Centres in Billingham be added in the next 
edition of the

                      Community Newspaper.  The Executive Officer informed 
members that to-date 
                      the office has not received any nominations for the “Pride of Billingham
                      Awards” which has appeared in the paper.  A letter will be sent to 
Resident
                      Associations as a reminder of the awards.

                      Community Asset Transfers

                      Following the EGM held on 3rd February Kelly Dickerson, Valuer,
                      Stockton Borough Council is drawing up a legal agreement for the 
lease of

                      Hereford Terrace for a period of 3 years.
                      In respect of Langdale Avenue – Girl Guide building further costings

                      are needed on running/repair costs.  






Community Orchard


No further progress with this the Executive Officer has been advised 

that Stockton Borough Council are still in a legal challenge with 


Osbourne House. No details have been released regarding this.



Dog fouling/litter Bins/Grit Bins

                     
 The latest phase of the installation of dog bins has now been installed 
at 

                      Braid Crescent and Clifton Avenue.


Christmas Event


A de-brief meeting was held on 24th January 2011 between all parties 

who were involved with the delivery of the Christmas event on 


Saturday 11th December 2010. Please refer to report at Town Council 

meeting on 25th January 2011 (filed).


Localism Bill



The government published the Localism Bill on 13th December 2010.  

The Bill aims to shift power from central government back into the 


hands of individuals, communities and councils.



The significant provisions of the bill which affect local councils include:

· A general power of competence – The power will give councils more freedom to work with others in new ways to drive down costs.  It will give them increased confidence to do creative, innovative things to meet local people’s needs.

· Abolition of the Standards Board regime.

· Clarification of the rules of predetermination.

· Referendums on “excessive” Council Tax increases.

· Local referendums on other issues.

· Community right to challenge and bid to run services run by a local authority.

· Community right to bid and raise capital to buy a community asset when it comes on the open market

· Abolition of regional strategies.

· The right to draw up a neighbourhood development plan.

· Community right to build
· Requirement for developer to consult communities ahead of large planning applications.

· Reform of Community Infrastructure Levy

· Local Plan reform



The Bill received its second Reading in the House of Commons on 


17th January 2011, the Bill moved to Committee Stage on 25th 


January 2011 which will continue until 10th March 2011.



At this point the Chair informed members of a letter he had received 

from Billingham Community Network in respect of Billingham Town 


Councils raise in precept.  The Chair stated that a response would be 

sent to the Community Network explaining the situation. 


Town Plan/Neighbourhood Plans



Initial meetings have commenced and we are looking at holding our 

first industry meeting early March 2011.



Neighbourhood Planning Vanguards Scheme



Local authorities in England are invited to become Neighbourhood 


Planning Vanguards.  They will be pioneers for this process and help 

push the boundaries of what it can achieve.  The Neighbourhood 


Planning Vanguards Scheme has been investigated by the Department 

for Communities and Local Government in advance of the new 


statutory provisions for neighbourhood planning being introduced 


through the Localism Bill.



A key requirement of the Neighbourhood Planning Vanguards Scheme 

is that the development of proposal involves a community group or 


Parish/Town Council. 


There is a grant of up to £20,000 which will be made available towards 

the cost of the plan.  The Executive Officer asked members for 


permission to approach our principal authority (Stockton Borough 


Council) to look at working with Billingham Town Council with regards 

to this project and to assist in the development of our town/community 

plan which fits in with the proposals under the neighbourhood 


development order.  Members agreed with this request


Meetings and partnership building



The Executive Officer continues to attend meetings representing 


Billingham Town Council and developing important partnerships with 

many groups, to continue to let people know that we are here to help 

where we can.


It was recommended

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

SA165/11
Billingham House



The Executive Officer read out a letter received from Neil Schneider, 

Chief Executive, Stockton Borough Council to Python Properties 


confirming the Councils commitment to proceed with demolition of 


Billingham House.  A letter was also read out received from Tim 


Gibson, Regeneration Projects Manager, Stockton Borough 



Council acknowledging the recent submission of a petition by 


Billingham Town Council and the Northern Area Partnership Board  

requesting the Council take action to demolish Billingham House.  Tim 

confirmed that Stockton Borough Council has commenced steps to 


carry out the demolition of the building. 


The Executive Officer informed members that Python Properties have 

contacted the office requesting a meeting with Billingham Town 


Council.


Members discussed this and proposed that as Billingham Town 


Council has decided to support Stockton Borough Council on the 


demolition of the building it would not be appropriate for Python 


Properties to meet with Billingham Town Council.



It was recommended


Billingham Town Council do not talk to Python Properties in respect of 

the demolition of Billingham House.
SA166/11
Consider planning applications received from Stockton  

Borough Council 


Members discussed the planning applications received from Stockton 

Borough Council for week ending 30th January to 6th February 2011.                         

(previously circulated) which will also be considered at full Town 


Council.


The Executive Officer gave members an update on the proposal to re-

open the anhydrite mine in Billingham.  NPL have passed the scrutiny 

of the 
Environment Agency who have no objections to the proposal 

for a Billingham Mine Waste Management Facility. 



As Billingham Town Council have already agreed to support the 


proposal the Committee recommend to back NPL on the proposal. 


The Executive Officer asked members if they have any objections to 

the proposal by Vodafone and Telefonica 02 UK Ltd of the installation 

of a radio base station comprising the removal of the 4 existing 12m 

streetworks column supporting 3 no. 2G 
antennas and a lighting arm 

and the erection of a replacement 12.5m streetworks column 


supporting 3 no. 2G/3G 02 antennas and 3 no. 3G Vodafone antennas, 

1 no. additional equipment cabinet and ancillary development thereto 

on the adopted footpath on Wolviston Road.  Members do not have 

any objections to this proposal. 



It was recommended



Billingham Town Council to back NPL on the proposal for a Billingham 

Mine Waste Facility in Billingham.


No further comments on planning applications received.
SA167/11
Public Participation


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
SA168/11
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following correspondence:
· Stockton Borough Council – The Standards Regime - Abolition of the Standards Committee.  The Executive Officer advised members that it is anticapted that the Bill will be in force and implemented in early 2012.

· Great Poppy Party Weekend – The Royal British Legions 90th birthday.  Members discussed a proposal for holding a party over the weekend of 10th-12th June 2011 to celebrate The Royal British Legions 90th birthday.  The possibility of schools joining in the celebrations was discussed  At this point Cllr McCall declared that he is a member of The Royal British Legion – Billingham.
· County Durham & Cleveland County Training Partnership – Workshop 22nd March 2011.  The Executive Officer reminded members that she would be facilitating part of this event.  Cllr McCall requested to attend the workshop.


It was recommended



Billingham Town Council to explore the possibility of holding a party to 

celebrate The Royal British Legions 90th birthday.  Cllr McCall be 


registered for the CD & CTP Training on 22nd March.
SA169/11
Any Other business


Members discussed Billingham Town Centre and the possibility of setting up a public meeting with Stockland to discuss the Town Centre.


It was recommended


A meeting to be set up with Stockland to discuss concerns regarding  Billingham Town Centre.
SA170/11
Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting to be confirmed.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed................................................................ Date……………………………………. 

Chairman of Services & Amenities Committee
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