BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

7th OCTOBER 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 5.30 PM
Present:
Councillors; Colin Pollard (Chairman), Ray McCall & Sue Skilbeck 
Apologies:    Cllr Mike Smith
Official:
Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

FR186/10
Notice of Meeting

The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given as to where notices had been displayed.
FR187/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Smith.
FR188/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests
No declarations of interest were submitted.
FR189/10
Monthly schedule of accounts & Quarter End financial summary for approval

The Executive Officer gave members a copy of the schedule of accounts for September & October 2010.  Members discussed the monthly schedule of accounts.



The Executive Officer gave members a copy of the Quarter End 


financial summary.  Members discussed the summary.


The Chair requested a working group to look at the Budget for 


2011/2012.



It was recommended

The schedule of accounts be recommended for approval.

The quarter end financial summary be approved and duly signed by Chairman, Councillors Sue Skilbeck & Ray McCall be recommended to work with the Chairman and Executive Officer to provide draft budget for 2011/2012.
FR190/10
Annual return for accounts Year End 31st March 2010 – Report from BDO

The Executive Officer reported that BDO have finalised the annual return for accounts year end 31st March 2010.  No matters were arising and that the public notice could now be displayed.

Also an invoice for £646.25 is submitted from BDO for works carried out on the year end accounts.

It was recommended

Payment to be made to BDO for audit of accounts year end 31st March 2010 for invoice of £646.25.


Report from BDO be accepted. 
FR191/10
Donations Requests

The Executive Officer informed members of the following donation requests which have been received into the office:

· Billingham Town Juniors under 8’s – donation request for £250 to help with the running costs of the team.  The Executive Officer explained that this is a newly formed team which requires a little assistance in setting up costs.  This group will give under 8’s the chance to socialise and develop in football and move up into the junior team.
· Silhouttes Jazz Band – donation request for £250 to assist with travel costs and hall fees.  The Executive Officer explained that Silhouttes have been successful this year and have won world champion status – this is a fantastic achievement.  After discussion with the group manager the major cost hurdle is transportation, and in light of their new status they will need to travel further a field.


Members discussed the donation requests.

It was recommended
· A donation of £250 be awarded to Billingham Town Juniors to assist in set up costs.
· A donation of £250 be awarded to Silhouttes to help towards transportation costs for competitions.
FR192/10
Projects/Events update from Services & 




Amenities Committee


The Chair gave members an update of recommendations from the 


Services & Amenities Committee with regards to a members request at 

Town Council (September) to have a Town Mayor.



The recommendation from Services & Amenities Committee is to 


keep the Chairman’s status, however, to look at some form of regalia to 

acknowledge Chairman and Vice Chairman status at civic events 


and functions. 



This was discussed and recommendation is to look at costs of a 


pendant on a ribbon providing it is a modest outlay. 

The Executive Officer gave members a proposal update on the Clarence’s allotment project and recommendations from the Services & Amenities Committee.   

(Please refer to Service & Amenities minutes).  The Executive Officer advised concerns raised by a member of the committee in respect of vandalism and security.

The Executive Officer gave members an update on the grit bins and recommendation from Services & Amenities of Committee.


Members recommended approval of the costs for dog fouling bins at Braid Crescent & Clifton Avenue. 


It was recommended

The Executive Officer’s update is accepted.


The Executive Officer to look into costs of acquiring a suitable pendant/ribbon for Chairman & Vice Chairman.


Members recommend that the proposal to fund the water supply at Clarence’s allotment strategy proceed.

Purchase of two additional dog fouling bins at Braid Crescent & Clifton Avenue to proceed.
FR193/10
Correspondence

None. 

FR194/10
Other business

The Chair raised concerns in respect of staff using private motor vehicles for Billingham Town Council business as they will not be covered by insurance. Members discussed this and it was recommended that staff add this extra provision onto their policies and Billingham Town Council to pay the additional premium.

The Chair gave members an update on the contractual increment for the Executive Officer following completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration.  The increase is entitled to be paid from (as per contract) when the Executive Officer passed the qualification.  Members discussed this and took into consideration a proposal from the Executive Officer that the increment to be put on hold until next financial year due to the present economic climate.

The Executive Officer asked members if they are happy to pay an extra £1000 to have coloured centre pages for the November edition of the Community Newspaper to highlight the Traditional Christmas Event.  Members discussed this and agreed to recommend to pay the additional costs.


It was recommended

An insurance premium to be paid for staff using private motor vehicles for Billingham Town Council business.


The contractual increment, for the Executive Officer for qualification (CILCA) to be put on hold until 1st April 2011.

An extra £1000 to be paid to Billingham Community Newspaper Group for Billingham Town Council to have coloured centre pages for the November edition of the Community Newspaper.
FR195/10
Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting of the Finance & Resources Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday 11th November 2010 at 5.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.


Signed……………………………………Date …………………………..


Chairman to Finance & Resources Committee
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