BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

15th FEBRUARY 2011
Held at Town Council Office
at 4.00 PM
Present:
Councillors; Colin Pollard (Chairman),Christopher Bieda,  Sue Skilbeck & Mike Smith
Apologies:    Cllr Ray McCall
Official:
Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                   Vicky Lloyd        (Note taker)

FR207/11
Notice of Meeting

The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given as to where notices had been displayed.
FR208/11
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr Ray McCall.
FR209/11
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests
No declarations of interest were submitted.
FR210/11
Monthly schedule of accounts for approval

The Executive Officer gave members a copy of the schedule of accounts for January & February 2011.  Members discussed the monthly schedule of accounts.


A member enquired if fees for the Christmas event were within the allocated budget. The Executive Officer confirmed that fees were within the allocated budget for the event. 



It was recommended

The schedule of accounts be recommended for approval.
FR211/11
Donation Requests

The Executive Officer informed members of the following donation requests which have been received into the office:
· Billingham Environmental Link Programme (BELP) – donation request for £500.  The Executive Officer explained that this is a request to help fund the training of two serving Cleveland Police Officers to deliver the DARE Programme.  The programme is a primary life skills and drug education programme for 9-11 year olds to be rolled out into primary schools across Billingham.  The programme consists of 10 one hour sessions which provides children with the knowledge and skills required to develop safe and healthy lifestyles.
· Take Heart – donation request for financial support. The Executive Officer explained that this is a support group which is a registered non profitable charity, established 20 years ago to provide tutor led supervised exercise and relaxation classes to those experienced heart related illness including those that may have had stents or coronary bypass surgery. Currently classes are not held within Billingham.
· Billingham Amateur Swimming Club – donation request for financial support.  The Executive Officer explained that since the Forum has been closed for refurbishment the swimming club have had to hire four swimming pools.  During the past 2 years of the refurbishment the club now finds itself without the funds to maintain the licences of their coaches/teachers and committee.  
  
The club’s aim is to update these people on necessary courses 
so that over the next five months these people can continue 

volunteering their time to the club.  The club estimate that 

approximately 33 courses at a cost of £30 per course is needed.

· New Horizons (Teesside) – donation request for £500 for a computer and printer and art & craft material.  The Executive Officer explained that this is a service user led drop in group for people with mental health issues.  The group provide a listening service support to people, and act as a social network that aids people to remain well and improve well being to prevent isolitation within the community.  The group currently has a drop in centre within Old Billingham Community Centre.
· The Royal British Legion (Billingham) – donation request of £250 for a cash counting machine to aid poppy appeal collection.  
· Great North Air Ambulance – request to consider the service as our charity of the year.
· Safe at Home Scheme – donation request for a contribution of £8,400 towards the continuation of the scheme.  The Executive Officer gave members an overview of the scheme which improves safety at home for vulnerable people, including those at risk of dwelling burglary and domestic violence.
· Youth Club Campus – donation request to follow.  The Executive Officer informed members that the youth club is struggling to maintain members especially girls.  The club would benefit from extra activities such as an X Box and Kincet. 

Members discussed the donation requests.


In respect of the application from BELP members felt that the application does not meet the criteria of the Donations Policy as this topic is not within the remit of the Town Council as it is a national organisation who should be delivering the programme free.


Take Heart: members felt that the application does not meet the criteria of the Donations Policy as activities of the group do not benefit people living within Billingham.


Billingham Amateur Swimming Club: members felt that this is an excellent opportunity for children within Billingham to be taught to learn to swim. Under special provisions of the Donations Policy it is recommended £500 to be awarded.

New Horizons: members felt that further information is needed on the application.  It was agreed to defer this application to the next meeting.


The Royal British Legion: members felt that veterans would not benefit from a cash counting machine.  The possibility of increasing the Town Councils donation to the annual Poppy Appeal was discussed. 
 
Members discussed the letter from the Great North Air Ambulance.  The Chair stated that the next elected Chair at the AGM may want to nominated this as their chosen charity for year of office.

In respect of the application from the Safe at Home Scheme members felt that the scheme does not fall within the remit of the Town Council’s Donations Policy and the amount they are requesting is very much out of the realms of our donations budget.

Youth club at Campus: members agreed to defer this application until receipt of application for donation from Gordon Wills, Youth Leader at Stockton Borough Council.


Members expressed their concerns as to the increase in applications and that this is indicative of how smaller organisations reliant on funding are struggling.  Unfortunately our budget is limited and we are to be mindful of this when reviewing applications.


It was recommended

A donation of £500 be awarded to Billingham Amateur Swimming Club under special provision.
FR212/11
Project Update from Services & Amenities Committee

The Executive Officer gave members a written and verbal update on ongoing/new projects (Previously discussed at Services & Amenities Committee). Please refer to Service & Amenities minutes and Executive Officers’ report (filed).

Approval requested for Cllr Raymond McCall to have a place at the County Durham & Cleveland County Training Partnership training on 22nd March 2011 at a cost of £35.

It was recommended

The Executive Officers update is accepted.


Cllr Ray McCall be registered on the March training course.
FR213/11
Policies – Data Protection Policy


The Executive Officer gave members a copy of a draft Data Protection policy which stands in line with the Model Publication Scheme and Freedom of Information Act.


The Executive Officer sough approval from members to adopt the Data Protection Policy.

After review and consideration it is recommended that the Data Protection Policy be adopted.


It was recommended


The Data Protection Policy be adopted.

FR214/11
Community Asset Transfer


The Executive Officer gave members an update following the EGM held between the Town Council and BELP on 3rd February 2011.


The Executive Officer informed members that she has spoken to Kelly Dickerson, Valuer, Stockton Borough Council. Stockton Borough Councils review on the Strategy for transfer of Community Assets is on-going.  Kelly is currently drawing up legal documents for a 3 year lease to Hereford Terrace to commence 31st March 2011. 

A member expressed concern that if the Town Council spends any money on Hereford Terrace this may be lost after the 3 year lease if Stockton Borough Council reclaims the building.  The Chair stated that at the EGM held on 3rd February the Town Council did not pledge any financial support to Hereford Terrace.  The Executive Officer informed members that she had met today with BELP and Paul Burgum from Billingham Charity Trophy events and she was advised that projected income from organisations utilising the building is approximately £37,000.  A member expressed concerns over the time frame to complete the lease for Hereford Terrace and if £37,000 income can be generated why hasn’t Stockton Borough Council looked into this before looking for new tenants.

Members expressed concerns over Hereford Terrace and lack of policy from Stockton Borough Council on Community Asset transfers.  Billingham Town Council in principle has entered into a partnership with BELP.  The Executive Officer informed members that she would not be a voting member of BELP. 

The day to day management of the building would be undertaken by BELP with the Executive Officer responsible for governance.  Members felt that a Service Level Agreement would need to be drawn up between the Town Council and BELP to understand exactly how the partnership will work.


It was recommended


The update on Community Asset transfers is accepted from the Executive Officer.

FR215/11
Correspondence


None.
FR216/11  Public Participation

No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
FR217/11
Other business

The Executive Officer informed members of the following invoices which have been received for payment:

· Stockton Borough Council – supply & installation of two dog fouling bins at Braid Crescent & Clifton Avenue

Invoice total £1,056.00
· Stockton Borough Council – fees for infrastructure of Christmas event held on 10th December 2010


Invoice total £1,410.00
· Shaw Trust – to complete work as agreed in SLA - 2nd payment

Invoice total £1,200.00


It was recommended 


The invoices from Stockton Borough Council be approved for payment.

The invoice from Shaw Trust be approved for payment.
FR218/11
Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting of the Finance & Resources Committee Meeting is Thursday 10th March 2011 commencing at 5.00 pm.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.


Signed……………………………………Date …………………………..


Chairman to Finance & Resources Committee
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