BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

11th NOVEMBER 2010
Held at Town Council Office
at 5.00 PM
Present:
Councillors; Colin Pollard (Chairman), Christopher Bieda, Ray McCall & Sue Skilbeck 
Apologies:    Cllr Mike Smith
Official:
Dianne Rickaby (Executive Officer)

                   Vicky Lloyd        (Note taker)

FR196/10
Notice of Meeting

The notice of the meeting was taken as read, and clarification was given as to where notices had been displayed.
FR197/10
Apologies for Absence

To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr Mike Smith.
FR198/10
Code of Conduct – Declaration of interests
No declarations of interest were submitted.
FR199/10
Monthly schedule of accounts for approval

The Executive Officer gave members a copy of the schedule of accounts for October & November 2010.  Members discussed the monthly schedule of accounts.



It was recommended

The schedule of accounts be recommended for approval.
FR200/10
Projects/Events update from Services & Amenities Committee –including project recommendations to be considered in precept for 2011/12

The Executive Officer gave members a copy of the preliminary budget and precept information preparation for 2011/12.  The Executive Officer advised members that at the Services & Amenities Committee held on 11th November 2010 it was proposed to continue with current projects in 2011/12 with the exception of dog fouling, litter & grit bins.


The Executive Officer informed members that in respect of the community newspaper Billingham Town Council currently sponsors 4 editions.  The newspaper will be increasing to 6 editions next year so therefore an allocation will need to be incorporated into next years budget.  In respect of flower tubs the Shaw Trust will deliver the same agreement.

The Town Council has sited over 20 bins and this will not be included in next year’s budget.  An allocation of £2,000 will be placed into reserves for allocation of grit bins.


The Executive Officer informed members that monies are currently within the budget £3000 for allotment provision, and the Town Council is waiting to hear from Stockton Borough Council in respect of the proposed viable areas/land highlighted for the possible use for allotment sites which is phase 2 of the allotment strategy document.

In respect of the Community Orchard there are continued discussions between officers at Stockton Borough Council and the developers at Osbourne Park on the land transfer.  Stockton Borough Council are instructing legal representatives to deal with this to progress with the land transfer.  The Executive Officer informed members that £5,000 has been allocated to the reserve fund for next year. 


PR material has been distributed this week for the Christmas Event.  Posters have been displayed around Billingham and banners in the Town Centre giving details of the event.  Invitations have also been sent out.  Members where given a plan and overview of the Christmas event and advised of the layout and itinerary of the event. 

The Executive Officer informed members that the Town Council needs to be prudent around PR and donations. The full year amount for enforcement provision needs to be incorporated into the budget.  The Executive Officer advised members that she has allocated monies within the budget for the Town Plan and Quality Status.


At the Services & Amenities Committee a member felt that the budget includes predominately social events, and for the future Billingham Town Council should explore projects which enhance the economic wellbeing of the town.  The Executive Officer stated that within our projects there is an element of promoting wellbeing, and for future budgets we will look at being instrumental in projects such as employability and life style skills as we have done with the Communities Fund.

The Executive Officer informed members that two additional dog fouling bins agreed at Town Council have been added to phase 2 of the Town Council programme and will be installed within the next 4-6 weeks.

It was recommended

Committee recommend the proposed budget for projects be approved  and recommended to Town Council. 
FR201/10
Budget Proposal for 2011/12


The Chair advised members that he had met with the Vice Chair and Executive Officer to look to provide a draft budget for 2011/12.  It was agreed that the precept should not rise and remain the same (copy of proposed budget kept in BTC office).


The Executive Officer gave members a summary of the budget as at 8th November 2010. Projected income and vat reclaim has been included and interest received from bank on reserve fund.  

The Executive Officer advised that although the budget proposal for 2011/12 is to remain at the same level that it would be beneficial for Billingham Town Council to increase in future years to ensure we are able to progress with new projects and ensure sustainability of existing projects.  

The Executive Officer also advised that Billingham Town Council should be mindful of the Big Society plans and Localism plan and how the Town Council will deal with this financially in the future.  

The Chair stated that in order to keep the proposed precept for 2011/12 the same as 2010/11 then utilisation of the unallocated reserves is required.

A member asked questions on the proposed budget in respect of:

· Postage 
· Insurance premium to be paid to staff for using private motor vehicles for Billingham Town Council business 
· Travel expenses

· Training budget


The Executive Officer gave clarification on the above questions.



The Executive Officer advised that allocation of donations has been 

reduced and confirmed donations given out to date.  In respect of 


lorry/land fill tax which may be received by NPL a member felt that this 

could be invested in projects such as renewable energy.

It was recommended


The proposed precept information is to be accepted and recommended to full Town Council and that the budget for 2011/12 remains the same as 2010/11 with no increase to residents council tax from Billingham Town Council.


FR202/10
Donations Requests

The Executive Officer informed members that no donation requests have been received into the office.

A member passed on thanks following a resident association meeting from Silhouettes Jazz Band for the donation of £500. 


The Executive Officer informed members that she had received a call from Billingham Town junior under 8’s football team thanking Billingham Town Council for the donation of £250 and has been advised that they will be displaying our logo on their website as recognition of our support.
FR203/10
Correspondence


The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:


MRM Architectural Services Ltd – The Executive Officer informed members that she had spoken to an architect in respect of producing visual pods for the Town Plan at a reduced rate.  The Executive Officer has advised the architect that a definite picture of what is involved cannot be given at the moment, this will become more apparent as the plan develops.

PC World – Letter confirming cancellation of insurance for laptop.


Billingham Legacy Fund – Billingham Town Council to consider corporate membership for a single payment of £52.  Members discussed this and all agreed to have corporate membership.
 


It was recommended

Billingham Town Council to have corporate membership of Billingham Legacy Fund for a single payment of £52. 
FR204/10  Public Participation

No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
FR205/10
Other business

None.

FR206/10
Date of Next Meeting


The next meeting of the Finance & Resources Committee Meeting to be confirmed.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.


Signed……………………………………Date …………………………..


Chairman to Finance & Resources Committee
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