Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Wednesday 30th November 2011
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Ray McCall (Chairman)

Councillors: Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Gina McCall,  Ann McCoy, Olive Milner,  Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Colin Pollard, Keith Robinson, Royce Sandbach, Sheila Smart & Mike Smith
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor: Mick Stoker  
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Note taker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Glynis Hobbs


Member of the public

Mandy Wood
Member of the public


821/11
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
822/11  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Councillor Mick Stoker.
823/11  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

824/11
REGENERATION UPDATE

Iain was unable to attend the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.  The Executive Officer gave members a brief overview received verbally from Richard Poundford, Head of Regeneration, Stockton Borough Council.

Billingham Town Centre

The Executive Officer informed members that Stockland are trying to expedite new toilet facilities within the West Precinct to replace the current underground facilities.  Proposals include a unisex super toilet or six toilets inclusive of a disabled toilet which would be a quicker option.  Members discussed the proposal and preferred the option of six toilets for the West Precinct.  This was proposed by Cllr Bieda and seconded by Cllr McCoy.  All members agreed.

A member enquired who would maintain the toilets?  The Executive Officer confirmed that this would be Stockland’s responsibility.  Due to the removal of asbestos needed within the block a definite timescale could not be given for the refurbishment.  However it has been noted that work will hopefully commence in the New Year.  
It was resolved

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

Members agreed with the proposal for six toilets within the West Precinct.  The Executive Officer to confirm the Town Council’s approval to Stockton Borough Council. 
825/11  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


The meeting was adjourned for 10 minutes to allow public participation.


Mrs Wood stated that she felt that more than one toilet is needed and the town centre would benefit from six toilets to include 3 male/3 female and a disabled toilet.

Signed …………………………………………………  Date …………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
826/11
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25th OCTOBER 2011

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council Meeting held on 25th October 2011.  The minutes were proposed by Cllr McCoy and seconded by Cllr Bieda.  All members approved.

It was resolved

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  
827/11
MATTER ARISING – from minutes of the Town Council Meeting (information only)


No matters arising.
828/11
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2011 – Any matters arising

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 10th November 2011.

Cllr Pollard informed members that together with the Executive Officer he had attended the recent public meeting at the St George Hotel, Durham Tees Valley Airport with the Boundary Commission to present our objections to the proposal to detached Billingham North Ward from the rest of Billingham within the constituency review.

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.    All members approved.
Signed ………………………………………………  Date ……………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
829/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION,THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENTIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 10th November 2011.
Cllr Atkinson stated that she had been missed off the list of members present at the meeting.  The minutes were proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Sandbach.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  The amendment to include Cllr Atkinson to the list of attendees.
830/11
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2011 – Any matters arising


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance Policy & Resources Committee on 10th November 2011.  All members agreed.

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.

831/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Finance Policy & Resources Committee held on 10th November 2011.  All members approved.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council 

832/11
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2011 – Any matters arising

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16th November 2011.  
It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.     All members agreed.
833/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 16th November 2011.  The minutes were proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Milner.
It was resolved

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  All members agreed.

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow members of the public to leave the meeting in view of the confidential nature of information to be given and discussed on agenda items 15, 16, 17, 18 & 19.

834/11
MINUTES OF THE STAFFING COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER 2011 – Any matters arising

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 14th November 2011.  A more detailed report held in Town Council office.

A member enquired if any additional support had been approved for the staffing structure within the office.  The Executive Officer informed members that the proposal for employing a part-time Events/PR Co-ordinator had been recommended. This was currently within budget.  A member stated that the Committee had questioned funding to ensure it was incorporated into the budget for this financial year and next.  All members agreed.

Signed …………………………………………..  Date ………………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted. 
835/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE STAFFING COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th NOVEMBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Staffing Committee held on 14th November 2011.  All members approved.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

836/11
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2012/2013 (RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FINANCE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE)


The Executive Officer circulated to members copies of two proposals which had been reviewed by the Finance Policy & Resources Committee.  One with no increase to the precept and the other with a proposed increase of 0.64p per year (increase of 5.32880%) in line with inflation.  A more detailed report held in Town Council offices.

Members discussed the proposals and agreed on a precept for 2012/2013 with proposed increase to continue with existing projects and to incorporate new proposed projects to serve the people of Billingham.

Members discussed how the Town Council would be able to continue to sponsor the distribution costs of the Community Newspaper as we have received notification from the group that they intend to produce 12 issues in 2012 (increase of 6 issues).  In addition to the extra production the cost for each page sponsored would rise from £1,000 to £1,200.  This would mean a significant increase in the Town Councils contribution from £6,000 per annum to £14,400 (increase of £8,400).  If the Town Council were to go ahead with the monthly sponsorship then the costs would need to be levied on council tax hence a significant increase in the precept for 2012/13.

Signed …………………………………….  Date ……………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

Members also discussed that the newspaper group were intending to extend distribution outside of Billingham.  A question was raised as to whether the parishes that were being delivered to outside of Billingham are being approached to request sponsorship?


Members were advised of an offer from the Community Newspaper of a page in the December issues which would be given at no extra cost to the Town Council as a thank you for our support.  It was discussed and suggested that the Town Council would accept the offer and the Executive Officer to write an article on behalf of the Town Council.


As the budget is in the process of being prepared and taking into consideration that the cost’s to sponsor the Community Newspaper will rise from £6,000 to £14,400 in 2012/13 a further review would be required in respect of this.  It was suggested that as the Town Council will be in recess in December and that the precept has to be submitted to Stockton Borough Council in January the Chairmanship and Responsible Finance Officer to review the budgets to ensure they are prepared for submission and to address the matter with the increased costs for the Community Newspaper.   

It was resolved


The precept be agreed for 2012/2013 but reviewed over December during recess due to the notification of increased costs for Community Newspaper.

Executive Officer to write an article to appear in the December issue of the Billingham Community Newspaper in respect of the Stakeholder meeting held on 28th November 2011.

A further review required by Chairmanship and Responsible Finance Officer of budget implications for distribution and sponsorship costs for Billingham Community Newspaper.

At this point Cllr Smith left the meeting (7.00 pm) (previously advised). 

Signed …………………………………………  Date …………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
837/11
MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 24th NOVEMBER 2011

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of Billingham Town Council held on 24th November 2011.  Proposed by Cllr Pollard and seconded by Cllr Sandbach.

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.

838/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 24th NOVEMBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 24th November 2011.  The minutes were proposed by Cllr Sandbach and seconded by Cllr Gina McCall.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
 

839/11
EXCUTIVE OFFICERS UPDATE REPORT

The Executive Officer gave members an update on on-going/new projects.
Clarence’s Community in Bloom
Following on from the initial success of the 2011 entry in the RHS/Northumbria in Bloom 2011 competition having been awarded a level three developing award the Billingham Environmental Link Programme in conjunction with the Clarence’s Leisure & Garden Association have developed a plan for the 2012 entry to the competition that builds on the work undertaken in 2011.
The Executive Officer gave members an overview of the action plan for 2012.  Kevin Pitt will present the plan to members next year.

Signed …………………………………………  Date…………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

Asset Review Update

The Executive Officer circulated to members a copy of a report going to cabinet at Stockton Borough Council.  An overview was give on the report by the Executive Officer.  The Executive Officer stated that it may be beneficial to hold a meeting of the Asset Review Working Group to discuss the report further. 
Billingham Legacy Foundation
The Executive Officer gave members an overview of a meeting  with Tees Valley Community Foundation where she has been assisting the Billingham Legacy Foundation with negotiations in attracting more investment into the fund for our community. 
The Chair commended the Executive Officer for her work with this project.

Christmas Event

The Office Co-ordinator gave members an overview of the Christmas event to be held on Saturday 10th December 2011 in John Whitehead Park.  The Town Council will be working with Wildchilds and the events team at Stockton Borough Council to deliver this year’s event.  The theme will be “The Wizard of Oz”.  
Town Plan Stakeholders Update

A stakeholder (Town Plan) meeting was held at Billingham Forum on 28th November inviting the community within Billingham to an open discussion forum in order to identify the aspirations of the people of Billingham and to be part of the group who will assist the Town Council to develop the plan.
Signed ……………………………………  Date ………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
Presentations were given by:
Doff Pollard, Chief Officer of Tees Valley Rural Community Council – Overview of a Town Plan.

Rosemary Young, Spatial Planning Manager, Stockton Borough Council – Neighbourhood Plans in the context of the Stockton Borough Council Local Development Framework.

Keith Mathews, Parks & Countryside’s Officer, Stockton 
Borough Council – Overview of Green Spaces Infrastructure

Simon Towers, Managing Director – NPL Estates
The meeting was well attended and a vote was taken in favour of the development of the plan.  A further meeting is planned for the New Year at which it is hoped a steering committee will be formed.

We embrace everyone’s input into the plan and the Town Council would like to work closely with all groups in Billingham.


It was resolved


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

A further stakeholder meeting to be arranged to discuss the Town Plan.
840/11
FINANCE

Schedule of Accounts


Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts for October & November 2011 (previously circulated).  All members approved.  

Signed ……………………………………………..  Date ……………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
The Executive Officer informed members of the following invoice received for payment from Stockton Borough Council in respect of election costs for 2011.


Invoice total: £21,766.20


It was resolved

The schedule of accounts be approved.

The invoice from Stockton Borough Council be approved for payment.

841/11
TO SET MEETING DATES FOR 2012

The Executive Officer circulated to members a list of dates for future Town Council and Committee meetings for 2012.  All members agreed.


It was resolved

The dates of Town Council Meetings and Committee Meetings be agreed for 2012.

842/11
PLANNING


The planning application report (previously circulated) for week ending 20th November & 27th November 2011 was reviewed/discussed by members.  

A member raised concern in respect of planning application number: 11/2973/COU, Proposal: Retrospective application for change of use from mixed use (bakery/hot food) to A5 Hot Food Takeaway opening 11.00 am – 11.00 pm, Location: 59 Station Road, Billingham, TS23 1AE.  Members discussed this application and expressed concern in the amount of takeaways currently within this area.  Also the adverse impact in the vitality and viability of the area.  Members objected to this application and a letter of objection to be forwarded to Stockton Borough Council outlining the Town Council’s concerns.  Proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Bieda.

Signed …………………………………………….  Date …………………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council


It was resolved

A letter to be forwarded to Stockton Borough Council raising objections to planning application number: 11/2973/COU, retrospective application for change of use from mixed use (bakery/hot food) to A5 Hot Food Takeaway opening 11.00 am – 11.00 pm, Location: 59 Station Road, Billingham.

No further comments on planning applications received.

843/11
UPDATE REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING EXTERNAL BODIES


Reports from representatives to the following bodies (previously circulated to members) for comments:
· Northern Area Partnership Board – (report previously circulated)
· Police Liaison – Cllr Milner (no meeting in November)

· Parish Council Liaison Forum – Cllr Smart (no meeting in November)
· Supporters of John Whitehead Park – Cllr Milner (report previously circulated)

· Northern Area Transport Strategy Group – Cllr Milner (report previously circulated)

· Safer Billingham Partnership (no report – meeting date changed)

· Low Grange Residents Association meeting – Cllr Smart (report previously circulated)

The Executive Officer reported that no further comments have been received from members on these reports.

It was resolved

The update reports from representatives to external bodies are accepted.    
Signed ……………………………………………..  Date ……………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
844/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


The meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes to allow public 



participation.


No comments from members of the public. 


It was resolved



Members of the public were thanked for their participation and for 


attending the meeting.

At this point Cllr Pollard left the meeting (8.00 pm) (previously advised).
845/11  
CORRESPONDENCE
The Executive Officer advised members of the following correspondence:
· Great North Air Ambulance – Letter asking the Town Council to consider the charity as our charity of the year.
· Stockton Borough Council – notification from the Planning Department,  Air Products – advance testing on preliminary site investigations are to be carried out on the reclamation ponds site application 11/0359/EIS) which do not constitute the commencement of the work.
· Stockton Borough Council – Draft report detailing the results of the recent public consultation exercise for Low Grange Avenue traffic calming review (circulated on 24th November 2011).
· Stockton Borough Council – Adoption of Stockton on Tees Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) and Parking Provision for Developments Supplementary Planning Document were formally adopted by Stockton on Tees Borough Council on 19th October 2011. The Parking Provision for Developments SPD 2011 replaces the SPD 3: Parking Provision for New Developments, 2006 which was withdrawn on 19th October 2011.
Signed…………………………………………  Date …………………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
· Stockton Borough Council – Message from Stockton’s Standard Committee – Predisposition, Predetermination and Bias.
· Fight the fear – help is here – Help & support for people with learning disabilities when a crime happens.


It was resolved

All correspondence to be received and accepted.

846/11  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 24th January 2012 


commencing at 6.00 pm.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.25 pm.

Signed……………………………………………  Date ………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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