Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 29th March 2011
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Ray McCall, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Mike Smith & Mick Stoker
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors Alan Gallimore, Ann McCoy, Jean O’Donnell & Sue Skilbeck
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Notetaker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Richard Poundford

Head of Regeneration & 





Economic Development, Stockton 



Borough Council

Tim Gibson


Regeneration Manager, Stockton 




Borough Council 




Paul McGee


Director, Know How North East 




Ltd

Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association


Terry Simpson

Member of the public
662/11
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
663/11  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Councillors Alan Gallimore, Ann 


McCoy, Jean O’Donnell & Sue Skilbeck.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

664/11  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
665/11
RICHARD POUNDFORD, HEAD OF REGENERATION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, Stockton Borough Council

Richard was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on Billingham House.

Richard informed members that Stockton Borough Council continue to progress with demolition of Billingham House.  Constituents living within Billingham want to see the building brought down. This has been confirmed by the submission of a petition organised by the Town Council and The Northern Area Partnership Board requesting Stockton Borough Council to take action to demolish Billingham House.


Stockton Borough Council took control of the dangerous building last year and planned to press ahead with its demolition.  In the mean time Bizzy B the owner of the building signed an agreement with Python Properties who plan to invest £5m and bring the building back into use and have presented a potential regeneration scheme and new jobs.  Local residents have recently been targeted by a London based PR agent to sign a petition to support the proposals. However Stockton Borough Council has concerns that Python will not create jobs this will come from businesses who may occupy the site.  Python do not have any potential tenants signed up for the building and their financial position is unknown.

On the 15th March, Stockton Borough Council represented by its  lawyers who attended court in London to agree to hold off any further demolition works to demolish Billingham House until the conclusion of a Judicial Review which has now been filed for 10th May 2011.  This action was necessary to speed up the Judicial Review hearing which could have been delayed for many months following an injunction filed by Bizzy B to stop all works.  
Signed ………………………………………………….  Date …………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council


A questions and answers session took place.


Q.  If Python Properties develop the building will they put the 
                 windows back?
A. Yes they would make the building water tight.

Q. If a decision is made on 10th May that Stockton Borough

      Council can demolish Billingham House could work commence 

      on 11th May?

A. In principle Stockton Borough Council would be in a position to do so.  However an environmental clean of the site would be needed prior to demolition. 
Q. What will happen to the site if demolition does not take place?

A. The site will be available as a development opportunity, an       expansion opportunity for larger businesses currently based 
      around the site or possible sale of the site.


It was resolved:


The update from Richard is accepted.


Richard was thanked for attending the meeting.

666/11  
TIM GIBSON, Regeneration Manager – Stockton Borough Council


Tim was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.

Billingham Town Centre
Stockton Borough Council are awaiting confirmation of a programme for delivery of the new foodstore adjacent to the Forum and Billingham Arms.  A meeting is planned with representatives from Stockland on 7th and 8th April and Tim hopes to be able to report more progress then.
Signed ……………………………………………………… Date ………………….......
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
Work continues on making the internal layout of the B&M store suitable for their needs.  It is anticipated that the shop will be open for business in late Spring 2011, bringing employment opportunities and a further mix to the retail offer in the town.

The contract for carrying out works on the public toilets in the West Precinct has been let but unfortunately asbestos has been found in the unit, delaying work until a full survey is carried out. It is anticipated that this setback will delay work by 3-4 weeks.
Stockland are looking to merge units 27-31 Queensway to accommodate a national retailer who will be new to the town.  A planning application for the merger and extension of these units has been received and will be subject to the usual planning timescales of 6-8 weeks for determination.  A decision is therefore expected by mid May 2011.
Members expressed concerns in respect of lack of information, answers to questions and time frame around the redevelopment of the Town Centre.  Concerns were raised in respect of the new proposed toilet facilities and the current state of the car parks around the Town Centre. Tim will check ownership of the car parks and whether this is with Stockton Borough Council or Stockland. A member expressed concern over alleged repair bills which have been sent to traders within the Town Centre by Stockland requesting a contribution for repairs to the Rotunda. The member stated that surely the contractor who carried out the initial repairs should be liable for costs due to inadequate repairs undertaken to the Rotunda.



Billingham Forum



Progress is very good within the building.  Tiling to the changing 


areas is complete.  Changing cubicles are now being installed as 


well as sanitary fixtures and fittings.  The Atrium has been painted. 


Works to the ice pad are now complete and the barrier system has 


been installed.  The final action will be to turn on the refrigeration 


plant and freeze the new ice pad which will be carried out prior to 


the opening.  The floors in the Atrium and around the swimming 


pool have been tiled and the pool is now starting to be filled.  Door 


frames have been hung and fire doors are now on site. 
Signed ……………………………………………………..  Date ………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council



The theatre continues to be protected while the wiring and heating 


is replaced.  The entrance doors have been installed to separate 


the Theatre from the Leisure side.   


An agreement has been made with the contractor Morgan Sindal 


for a completion date of 9th May 2011.  Tees Active Limited will 


then take control of the building and prepare it for opening which is 


expected early June 2011.  


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility


Stockton Borough Council are continuing to work with the PCT and 


LIFT company to progress the project and complete the Outline 


Business Case, so it can be submitted in the spring, if the outcome 


of the mini business case review is positive.


It was resolved:

The update from Tim is accepted.


Tim was thanked for attending the meeting.

 667/11
PAUL McGEE, Director, Know How North East Ltd

Paul was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on Know How North East Ltd (KHNE).

Paul informed members that good progress is being made on the delivery of the Communities Fund Programme with over 900 people currently on the programme and over 300 people obtaining jobs through the programme of which 150 are from Billingham.  

Paul gave members an overview of projects currently running within Billingham i.e. Low Grange Community Resource Centre which provides a single point of access to a number of key agencies and programmes and hosts an ICT suite where residents can learn the basics and get online free of charge. 
Signed……………………………………………………..  Date………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council


Fifteen young people have been successful in securing positions as Environmental Apprentices with KHNE. A team of staff and volunteers will be working with the 15 new recruits throughout the six months to carry out a programme of environmental improvements in the Clarences led by KHNE, Groundwork’s River Routes Project and Billingham Environmental Link Programme.   

Paul informed members that KHNE intend to install a 5th CCTV camera at the Clarences. Following installation of the CCTV cameras this has led to the successful prosecution of an individual for fly tipping.  Paul gave members an update on the temporary closure of High Clarence Post Office.  KHNE are currently exploring opportunities to relocate the Post Office service through their organisation. KHNE are currently exploring possibilities to enhance the health care provision at the Clarences.

Paul gave members an overview of the structure of KHNE.  In 2002 Newtown Primary School was converted into a multi purpose resource centre.  KHNE were approached by the local authority to run Norton Grange Community Centre and Clarences other agencies were attracted into the centres i.e. Police and Sure Start.  This was due to the fact that the centres did not generate enough income and needed an overall organisation (KHNE) to generate contracts. 


A questions and answers session took place.

Q.  You received £3m by government to deliver the Communities
                            Fund project divided between Clarences, Newtown, Norton
                            and Billingham what has happened to the money?
A. KHNE was never given £3m we were given £2.24m to deliver

      the Communities Fund Programme.

Signed ………………………………………………….  Date …………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council


Q. What is happening with the Clarences Community Farm?
A. The farm is closed as structural work needs to be undertaken and it cannot be used as a Farm. Stockton Borough Council have transferred the Farm over to KHNE.  This has enabled the centre to be utilised for the delivery of work based and vocational training in environmental issues, agriculture and horticultural based training for Communities Fund clients.  There is an opportunity to develop work based and vocational training relative to the emerging recycling and energy industries surrounding the community.
Q. Do you own the Clarences Community Farm or lease it from Stockton Borough Council?


A.  The farm was transferred under a protected covenant from 


      Stockton Borough Council to KHNE.  If KHNE cease to exist the 

      land will revert back to Stockton Borough Council.  Stockton 


      Borough Council gave KHNE a caveat to utilise the building but 


      at the same time protect public assets.  KNHE pay for the 


      maintenance of the building from income generated.


Q.  Are the courses you run NVQ accredited?


A.  Yes.  An example is we have been able to supply a team with

                           NVQ’s in Health & Social Care to work in a new local care 


     home development.  The individuals were local people and 


     therefore able to walk or cycle to work. 



Q.  Do you know anything about Augean storing radioactive waste 


      at their site at Port Clarence?
A. This is not something KHNE is involved with. I understand that the Environment Agency have been contacted and that the waste is not harmful.
Q. On the internet there is a site for KHNE business does this form part of your organisation?

A. No KHNE has a website which is currently being developed.

Signed ……………………………………………  Date ……………………….


Chairman to Billingham Town Council

Q. Why didn’t KHNE want to proceed with the lease of Hereford 
     Terrace?


A.  Hereford Terrace was being utilised for SMASH childcare and 


      they could not make the business work.  This was not a viable 


      option for KHNE.  Billingham Environmental Link Programme 


      (BELP) expressed an interest in taking over the tenancy.


Q.  Would KHNE have took over the building if BELP didn’t?



A.  KHNE has invested in the IT suite at Low Grange Community 

                Centre and therefore could not invest in Hereford Terrace.


Q.  In respect of community asset transfers how would you utilise



      Hereford Terrace to generate income?



A.  Hereford Terrace is a difficult one.  We would need to look at 
  

     market value of the building and if we could repay over a 3-5 


     year period and pull together a business case.  Some 


     
     buildings will need to close and some will have space for rent 


     where the tenants will pay overheads.  An option would be 


     to set up a community buildings trust within Billingham.  Each 


     case would need to be looked at individually as grants 


     
     will not be available.  Spaces could be rented out as often as 


     possible with extended facilities.    
Q. What would happen if you borrowed money against an asset 
       and it collapsed?

 

A.  We would not put an asset at risk and would have a secure 


      contract in place for delivery of a project for the next 3-5 years.


Q.  Why should the people of Billingham risk a community asset.



A.  KHNE do not know what the people of Billingham will want to do 

      with community assets.  KHNE are only interested in utilising 


      buildings to deliver viable services. We would be willing to 


      provide help and support to a group if they wanted to set up a 
 

      community trust.
Signed ……………………………………………  Date ……………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council



Q.  In respect of improving the health care provision at Clarences 

                 what could KHNE do?


A.  GP practices are confined to localities.  The practice at the 
 

      Clarences is very good, however the practice could be 

  

      developed to serve the wider industrial area i.e. industry 



      workers could utilise the practice for care.



The member stated that usually families are registered with the 


same practice.  Would practices within Billingham want to 



deliver a service to the Clarences.



Q.  What about a walk in centre at the Clarences led by a Nurse 

                 Practitioner?



A.  This could be explored.


It was resolved

The update from Paul is accepted.


Paul was thanked for attending the meeting.

668/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Kevin Bowler asked Paul if funds are raised on community assets and an organisation ceased to exist who is responsible for repayment.  Kevin asked what would happen if KHNE could not finish a contract?  Paul stated that KHNE would seek to have income generated from other contracts.
669/11
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22nd FEBRUARY 2011

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 22nd February 2011.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  Proposed by Cllr McCall and seconded by Cllr Atkinson.
Signed ……………………………………………………  Date ………………………..

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

670/11
MATTER ARISING – from minutes of the Town Council Meeting (discussion only)


647/10 Billingham Strategic Partnership Development Plan.  Billingham Town Council has decided to defer the decision to work in partnership with BELP on community asset transfers and to take on the joint lease with BELP to Hereford Terrace. The Executive Officer informed members that she has spoken to Kevin Pitt from BELP and he has confirmed that BELP will proceed with the acquisition of the lease for Hereford Terrace. The Executive Officer has advised Kelly Dickerson, Valuer, Stockton Borough Council that Billingham Town Council has deferred a decision on the lease of Hereford Terrace. Kelly advised that she is working with an interested third sector group and that Hereford Terrace is no longer an interest of Billingham Town Council. The Executive Officer informed members that Billingham Charity Trophy Events will partner BELP on the lease. A working group from members of Billingham Town Council is to be set up to look at asset transfers and from this decided on partner groups.
671/11
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 10th MARCH 2011 – Any matters arising

Item SA175/11 Nikki Hullah & Stephen Heslop, Enforcement Services. The Committee recommend that the additional enforcement provision for Billingham should continue.  A member wished to clarify that the increase in standard annual charge was discussed by the Finance & Resources Committee. 
672/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 10th MARCH 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee meeting held on 10th March 2011. 



It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by committee are to be accepted.

Signed ……………………………………………………..  Date ………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council

673/11
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 10th MARCH 2011 - Any matters arising


The Executive Officer informed members that apologies had been received from Cllr Mike Smith however this has been omitted from the minutes of the meeting.


FR222/11 Service Level Agreement – Enforcement 2011/12


In respect of the Service Level Agreement (SLA) for enforcement services and notification from Stockton Borough Council of a decision to increase the standard annual charge by 2%. The Executive Officer informed members that she has spoken to Mick McLone, Stockton Borough Council who had taken into consideration that the Town Council had not been notified of this increase prior to setting the budget.  Mick has confirmed that the charge will be dropped for this financial year.  A member asked the Executive Officer to query this increase for the future financial year as the service is self sustained.

The Chair asked members if they were happy to proceed with the recommendation by Committee to continue with the enforcement provision.  All members agreed.

FR225/11 Review of Risk Assessment & Reviewing Effectiveness of Internal & External Audits. The Executive Officer gave members an update on the Finance Committees review of the effectiveness of the internal audit and the review of the risk assessment.  As DCLG have advised that smaller councils are not required to undertake an annual review of internal audit.  The Executive Officer advised that as “good practice” the council should continue to review internal audit procedures and the review of its effectiveness. 

Consideration was given to the review of financial risk assessments. This was reviewed by Finance Committee addressing necessary changes to ensure effectiveness. Recommendations of amendments/insertions were approved and the policy to be updated incorporating changes.
Signed …………………………………………………….  Date ……………………….
Chairman to Billingham Town Council

FR227/11 Community Asset Transfer Policy Review .  The Chair informed members of a recommendation to form a working group to address community asset transfers within Billingham. It is proposed that Cllr Bieda would lead on this project with guidance from Executive Officer working with BELP and other community groups. groups.  

The Chair asked members if they were happy for Cllr Bieda to lead on this project with guidance from Executive Officer and the working group to bring recommendations to Committee. All members agreed. 

The Chair asked members for expressions of interest in becoming part of the working group. Cllr Atkinson, Cllr McCall and Cllr Pollard expressed at interest in joining the group.  The Executive Officer stated that she will email members not present at the meeting for expressions on interest. 

FR330/11 Donation Request. The Executive Officer informed members that a member has requested that the donation request for The Royal British Legion be re-considered by Committee for the purchase of a cash counting machine. The Executive Officer informed members that since the meeting she has been informed that BELP have purchased the cash counting machine for The Royal British Legion.

At this point Cllr Mike Smith left the meeting (7.35 pm).

FR228/11 Projects update from Services & Amenities Committee.  The Executive Officer informed members that she has contacted NPL to request that Billingham Town Council administer the community benefits fund.  A reply has been received from Simon Towers, NPL to confirm this.
Signed …………………………………………………… Date ………………………...
Chairman to Billingham Town Council


It was resolved


The SLA for enforcement provision with Stockton Borough Council to continue for 2011/12. (amendments to SLA to be added).

A working group to be set up to look at community asset transfers lead by Cllr Bieda/Executive Officer.


The Executive Officer to email members for expressions of interest to join the group.


The review of the internal audit/effectiveness be approved.


The review of the risk assessment and amendments be approved for 2010/11.  The review for 2011/12 to take place later in the year.

674/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 10th MARCH 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 10th March 2011.  This was proposed by Cllr McCall and seconded by Cllr Bieda. 



It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by committee are to be accepted.

   675/11
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer gave members a verbal update on 



ongoing/new projects detailed in Services & Amenities minutes.


Elections 2011


The Executive Officer reminded members that during the purdah 


period any decisions made at Town Council should not form part of 


members current election campaign.  The staffing team will remain 


(as always) impartial during this period.
Signed ………………………………………………… Date ………………………….
Chairman to Billingham Town Council



The Executive Officer informed members that nomination papers 


received into the office have been forwarded to Stockton Borough 


Council.


It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

676/11
FINANCE

The Executive Officer informed members that any financial requests other than day to day expenditure within the current financial year should not now be made until the new Council is in place.


Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.

          
It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

677/10
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.

It was resolved   


No  comments on planning applications received.
678/11  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
Kevin Bowler asked if the Town Council has received any further 


information from Stockton Borough Council on the planning 



application for the new foodstore adjacent to the Forum and 



Billingham Arms.  The Executive Officer stated that since the plans 


have been approved no further information has been received.
Signed ………………………………………………….. Date ………………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

At this point the Chair asked members of the public to leave the meeting due to the nature of the confidential information to be given in agenda item 18.

At this point the Executive Officer and Office Co-ordinator left the meeting.

It was resolved

Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.

679/11
MINUTES OF THE STAFFING COMMITTEE HELD ON 10th 


MARCH 2011



Members considered the report given by the Chair (copy filed).  The 

recommendations within the report were proposed for action by Cllr 

Stoker and seconded by Cllr Atkinson.


It was resolved



The annual increment for the Office Co-ordinator and Executive 


Officer be approved and CILCA qualification increment for the 


Executive Officer be approved with effect from 1st April 2011.

 680/11  
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· Billingham Amateur Swimming Club – letter of thanks received for donation of £500.  The Executive Officer informed members that an article would be appearing in Billingham Community Newspaper recognising the club as the latest recipient of support from Billingham Town Council.
· NALC Policy Consultation – A Community Right to Challenge & A Community Right to Buy – Assets of Community Value.
Signed …………………………………………………… Date ………………………..

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

· Proposed Traffic Calming, Malvern Road & Pentland Avenue, Billingham -  Steve Lumb, Community Engineer, Stockton Borough Council – revised scheme costings in the order of £14,000.
· Station Road Billingham, Level Crossing – email received from Richard Rust, Network Safety, Technical Services (circulated to members on 24th March) proposal to replace/update existing gated level crossing.  No objections have been received from members on the proposal.
· Tees Valley Rural Community Council – Boot Camp for Entrepreneurs 1st – 3rd April 2011.
681/11
OTHER BUSINESS



None discussed.



682/11  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 26th April 2011.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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