Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 29th June 2010
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell,  Sharon Scott & Sue Skilbeck
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors: James Dickinson, Jane Metcalfe, Mike Smith, Paul Smith & Mick Stoker
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Kevin Pitt


Billingham Environmental Link 




Project


Roger Black


Billingham Environmental Link 




Project


Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association
523/10
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
524/10  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Cllrs James Dickinson, Jane 



Metcalfe,  Mick Smith, Paul Smith & Mick Stoker. 

525/10  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
At this point Cllr Ann McCoy declared a personal & non-prejudicial
             
interest in agenda item 4 & 5.  Nature of interest on agenda item

             
4 Billingham Environmental Link Project. – financial issue on cabinet agenda re: Clarence’s Farm. Nature of interest on agenda item 5 Regeneration – item on cabinet re: Forum. 
526/10  
BILLINGHAM ENVIRONMENTAL LINK PROJECT (BELP)
             
Kevin Pitt was in attendance at the meeting to give members a
             
presentation on Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) and the Billingham Legacy Foundation Limited (BLF).
             
Kevin informed members that both the BELP and BLF are not for
             
profit company limited by guarantee.  The BELP and the BLF area of operation is defined as North of the River Tees and east of the A19 up to the Northern Boundary with Hartlepool Borough Council together with the Grindon Ward area of Wynyard and Thorpe Thewles.

             
Kevin gave members an outline of the BLF which aims to establish
             
and maintain a Billingham Legacy Fund for the benefit of the Billingham Area.  The project aims to achieve this by supporting the whole community by working to regenerate the Billingham area, promote community activity and improve the delivery of public services. To create within the Billingham area an environment that will encourage healthy life styles and access to nature.  To encourage the use of the environment within the Billingham area for the benefit of the public.  To engage with educational institutes to further the knowledge and aspirations of peoples involved in educational development of all ages and educational ability.
             
To specifically target people within the Billingham area who need
             
assistance to re-engage with education, employment, healthy living or life style development.  To create training and employment opportunities within the Billingham area. The maintenance, improvement and provision of public amenities. 
             
Kevin informed members that the BLF would be available in exceptional circumstances for use outside of the designated Billingham area for purposes that support the objectives of the fund.
             
Kevin gave members a social enterprise outline of the delivery

             
mechanism of the project via aquatic, agriculture/horticulture, healthy living, education, training and life style development.
             
In respect of the BELP Kevin informed members of an outline of the
             
education aspirations of the BELP project. The programme involves
             
environmental awareness at primary level with the 100 Years Gone/100 Years On.  The project aims to record the past and present of Billingham and its residents for people in the future. Also the horticultural programme which encourages school children to grow vegetables in their ECO friendly kitchen gardens at school.  BELP are coaching the children and their teachers in vegetable cultivation.  Also environmental interaction with secondary schools and colleges giving every young person the opportunity to have a two day attachment to one of the five sites and access to horticultural and aquatic projects.    

             
Kevin showed members plans for a proposed carbon neutral

             
aquatic centre building to be used as a training/education centre at

             
Osbourne Park.  Kevin mentioned the possibility of National Angler Championships being held at Charlton’s Pond. 

             
BELP is currently engaging with the Communities Fund to specifically target 100 people within the community who need assistance to re-engage with education, employment, healthy living or life style development.

             
Members were informed of other projects that BELP is involved with such as allotments and the rockery project at Clarence’s, drugs action team, probation services, alternative education, social services, doctor referrals, family referrals, national Hooked on Fishing and substance research.

             
A questions and answers session took place.

             
Q.  Is BELP funded?
             
A.  Yes from various sources in relation to salaries. Dave Munt 
                            Environmental Agency.  Deryck Forrest Communities Fund.

                            Kevin Pitt Know How North East and Roger Black only

                            Receives expenses.
Q. Is it not the same as Know How North East?
            
A.  No as BELP only has an interest within Billingham.
            
Q.  Is this project a continuation of the Billingham Partnership?

            
A.  Some projects have been inherited.

            
Q.  Is Know How North East not helping Billingham?

A. Yes but more focused on employability and life skills.  BELP is working in more challenging areas.

Q. Farm – recommending 2 organisations involved BELP & Know How North East – working together well with the two infrastructures.  Can we have a mix in animals?


A.  Yes this can be looked into for the horticultural section in 



      allotments.
              
No questions from members of the public.

   
Kevin stated that the operational directors believe that the BELP 


and the BLF should be owned by the people of Billingham and 


administered on their behalf by a Board of Governance which is 


made up of representatives from the Billingham community.          

              
Kevin stated that he would like to invite Billingham Town Council to elect two representatives to become members of the BELP and BLF board.  Representatives would need to be elected by the end of July 2010 in order that they can have induction training in August 2010 prior to the official launch of the BELP and BLF at the Billingham Carnival in September 2010.
              
It was resolved:
              
Kevin & Roger were thanked for attending the meeting.
527/10  
REGENERATION

             
Members discussed the report on regeneration matters in Billingham, further to the report which was circulated earlier in June.

             
Members asked for more information in respect of Brookleigh Caring Services which have opened at 116 Queensway & 102 Queensway.

             
Members reported that Billingham Press, Central Avenue has been

             
vandalised and this could be a target area for enforcement team.
             
Members discussed the Forum and in light of the recent problems

             
identified that there may be time delays in completion. 

             
The Executive Officer informed members that despite the Government’s announcement that they are now cutting the funding for the proposed £464m hospital at Wynyard.  That she had been advised that Stockton Borough Council and NHS Stockton-on-Tees remain strongly committed to the principle of delivering healthcare in communities through locally-based, integrated healthy centres.

             
Members asked if an appeal would be lodged in respect of the hospital.
            
Cllr McCoy stated that it is difficult for officers at Stockton Borough

            
Council to pre-empt decisions made at Cabinet.      
528/10  
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 18th MAY 2010 (circulated)

              
Consideration was given to the minutes of the Annual General Meeting on 18th May 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the
             
proceedings.
529/10  
MATTERS ARISING
             
500/10  Code of Conduct – the Executive Officer informed members that the planning application 10/0961/COU 21 Station Road, Billingham.(formerly three cooks Bakery/Sandwich shop) has been refused planning permission.
530/10  
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 

ON  7th JUNE 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 7th June 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
              
recommendations made by the committee are to be accepted.

531/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Services & Amenities Committee on 7th June 2010
             
SA48/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Youth Provision.  Cllr
             
McCoy informed members that a positive meeting had taken place with the police and other partner groups.  Some of the problems initially identified have diminished particularly due to some of the youngsters moving on to other recreational activities.  
532/10  
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON  7th JUNE 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 7th June 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
             
recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

533/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Finance & Resources Committee on 7th June 2010
             
FR160/10 Election of Chair/Vice Chair.  A member asked why a Vice Chair had not been appointed at the meeting.  The Executive Officer advised that as this is not compulsory, members of committee felt it would be better to wait until all committee members were present at the next meeting to elect a Vice Chairman. 
534/10  
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously 
  
circulated) and detailed in Service & Amenities minutes.

             
On page 2 of the report in respect of the Shaw Trust the Executive  
 
  
Officer informed members that the flower tubs outside John 



Whitehead Park and Seal Sands road are to be replanted.

  
In respect of the Community Newspaper the Executive Officer 


informed members that a second edition will be released by the end



of July 2010.

            
The Executive Officer informed members that as the main 



sponsors of the Billingham Charity Trophy Fun Day event the 


Town Council will be holding a PR stand at the event to be held at 


Billingham Rugby Club, Greenwood Road on Sunday 4th July 2010.  

The Executive Officer asked if any members would be available to 


help out on the day.   
            
In respect of the Train Station Cllr McCoy informed members that 


the Tees Valley Transport Strategy improvements have been 


identified for other stations.  The Executive Officer explained that at 

the Northern Area Transport meeting Billingham Station was 



discussed but no further progress on disabled access.


The Executive Officer gave out a report received from Jamie 



McCann, Head of Service, Stockton Borough Council on Clarence’s 

Farm.  This was in respect of a proposal from Know How North 


East (KHNE) in partnership with Billingham Link Programme 



(BELP) to take over the ownership and management of the 



community farm site to use as a community resource to lever in 


funding and investment with long term proposals to turn the site into 

a training centre for excellence. Members asked if there would be 


any financial implications for Billingham Town Council? The 



Executive Officer advised members that there would be no financial 

implications to Billingham Town Council.


The Executive Officer asked members if they are happy to support 


the proposal.



At this point Cllr McCoy left the meeting.



A vote was taken if Billingham Town Council support the proposal.  


7 members voted for the proposal, 1 member against and 1 



member abstained.       



It was recommended



Billingham Town Council to support the proposal for KHNE and 


BELP to take over the ownership and management of the 



community farm site, providing it remains as a community provision. 
535/10  
FINANCE
             
The members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.

             
Cllr Mockler had a query on staffing salaries, at which the Executive Officer answered.

             
The Executive Officer informed members that the report had been

              
received from Carol Whithead, Clerk,  Eaglescliffe & Egglescliffe Town Council in respect of the Internal Audit 2010 for Billingham Town  Council.  The report states that all accounts and paperwork were found to be in excellent order and a formal fully adequate risk assessment procedure is in place.


The Executive Officer informed members that the Year End Accounts for 2010 have been returned from BDO Chartered Accountants for slight amendments, Inland Revenue payments are to be included with salary costs.  
            
The Executive Officer informed members that any amendments to the annual return must be authorised by the Council and initialled by the Executive Officer.  No charges will be implemented as the change is a request from the auditors.
            
Members approved the changes to the annual return.

            
It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

                 Cheques were signed by authorised signatories.
                 The changes to the annual return for 2009/10 to be approved.
536/10  
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.
             
Queries were raised on the following planning applications:

             
10/0816/ADU Proposal:  Application for erection of 1 No. non

              
-illuminated free standing pole mounted sign Location: Site signage for HCA and Tristar Homes for the Construction of 12 affordable unit.  Query in respect of location.   

             
10/1282/COU Proposal: Change of use of part of from existing public house to 3 No shop units and 2 no flats  Location: Trader Jacks, 18 Station Road, Billingham.  Query in respect of opening hours of shops.
             
The Executive Officer gave members an update on the planning

             
application to vary condition 2 No (approved plans) of 09/1418/FUL (New Class D1 Primary Care Centre & Pharmacy at Finchale Avenue, Billingham.

Also the proposal for Grow How Stores, New Road, Billingham. Proposal for development of materials recycling facility and production of energy from waste, including erection of new buildings and access from New Road, Billingham.  The main building will be portal framed, profiled steel clad with a single stack at a height of 30m.
             
It was resolved   


The queries be noted and the Executive Officer to inform Stockton 


Borough Council accordingly.
537/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
The meeting will be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for public
            
participation.


 
Kevin Bowler asked if it would be possible to relocate the Youth 


Café?.  It was stated that this would be in the remit of Stockton 


Borough Council.  Viable locations would need to be identified.

 
Kevin asked that due to an increase in traffic on the roads has a 


Travel Impact Assessment been carried out?.  The Billingham 


Partnership Board had previously asked for an assessment.



The Executive Officer advised that she is in the process of 



requesting an overall traffic impact assessment for Billingham.


 
Know How North East and BELP could Billingham Town Council be 

a Director?
           
The Executive Officer informed Kevin that this would be discussed 


at the next Town Council meeting.


Kevin advised that there is a request from Northern Area Transport 


for possible funding from Billingham Town Council for proposed 


traffic calming measures in Billingham. 
The Executive Officer will 


be sending a request to committee from the transport meeting.   


It was resolved
           
Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.
At this point members of the public left the meeting.  The Executive Officer also left the meeting whilst agenda item 538/10 was discussed.
538/10  
REPORT AND MINUTES FROM STAFFING COMMITTEE 7th 


JUNE  2010

  
The recommendations within the report be approved and 



implemented from the date stated.  Report filed in Billingham Town 


Council office.
539/10  
CORRESPONDENCE


  
The Executive Officer read out an email she had received from the 

   
Enforcement Team identifying incidents dealt with during May 2010.  
 
Concerns were raised over incidents in Daffodil Park.  It was 



requested the Executive Officer to obtain further information.

   
It was resolved:



The Executive Officer to request further information on Daffodil 


Park.
540/10  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th July 2010.

  
The Executive Officer informed members that Richard McGuckin, 


Acting Head of Technical Services and Chris Renahan, Local 


Transport Plan Manager, Stockton Borough would be attending the 

  
meeting to give an update on transport projects.
             
There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
PAGE  
1

