Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 26th April 2011
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Alan Gallimore,  Ray McCall, Eleanor Mockler & Sue Skilbeck
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors James Dickinson, Ann McCoy, Olive Milner, Jean O’Donnell, Mike Smith & Mick Stoker 
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Notetaker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Tim Gibson


Regeneration Manager, Stockton 




Borough Council 




Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association

683/11
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
684/11  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Councillors James Dickinson, Ann 


McCoy, Olive Milner, Jean O’Donnell, Mike Smith & Mick Stoker.
685/11  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
686/11  
TIM GIBSON, Regeneration Manager – Stockton Borough Council


Tim informed members that due to the purdah period limited information can be released on regeneration matters. However following the elections Tim will be in a position to give members a full update.

Billingham Town Centre
The meeting arranged with Stockton Borough Council and representatives from Stockland went ahead as planned in April.  Tim will be able to provide an update at the next Town Council meeting.  Stockland are pursuing a major food retailer for the West Precinct within the Town Centre. Tim informed members of changes in personnel at Stockland. Simon Hoad, Project Manager has recently left and Denise Jeffrey, Town Centre Manager will be leaving shortly.
A firm date cannot be confirmed for works to commence on the public toilet facilities within the West Precinct.


Billingham Forum



Tees Active Limited are currently preparing for the opening which is 

expected early June 2011.


Billingham House



No further updates.  Stockton Borough Council are awaiting the 


conclusion of a Judicial Review which has been filed for 10th 


May 2011. 


The Executive Officer informed Tim of a letter which has been 


forwarded to selected candidates for the forthcoming elections from 

Python Properties.  The letter outlines a planned regeneration 


scheme providing new office space, a community heritage 



centre and creation of potentially 1,000 new jobs.  Python 



Properties state that they have recently offered Stockton Borough 


Council an option of placing funds into an escrow account and if 


they fail to complete all external work within six months, the money 


in this account could be used to demolish the building.  Tim will 


bring this to the attention of Richard Poundford, Head of 



Regeneration & Economic 
Development. 
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility



Stockton Borough Council has been notified by the Department of 


Health that they will not receive the PFI credits for the Integrated 


Health & Extra Care Scheme within Billingham.  Stockton Borough 


Council and the PCT are wholly supportive of the Momentum 


principle of health care provision in a community setting.  A meeting 

will take place to look at options of how these aspirations can be 


delivered in light of this disappointing outcome. 





It was resolved:

The update from Tim is accepted.


Tim was thanked for attending the meeting.

687/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Kevin Bowler asked for clarification of an escrow fund. The Executive Officer informed Kevin that this is a third party account held by the courts, if Python Properties did not deliver the regeneration project funds would then go to Stockton Borough Council to demolish the building.
688/11
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 29th MARCH 2011

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 29th March 2011.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  Proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Skilbeck.  All members approved.
689/11
MATTER ARISING – from minutes of the Town Council Meeting (discussion only)


No matters arising.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
690/11
MINUTES OF THE ASSET REVIEW WORKING GROUP – HELD ON 8th APRIL 2011 (Reviewed by Committee) – Any matters arising – Recommendations to Council to be approved

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Asset Review Working Group held on 8th April 2011 and to the recommendations from the minutes of the Asset Review Working Group meeting.

The Chair commended Cllr Bieda for his excellent presentation at the meeting this was seconded by Cllr McCall.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the working group and Committee are to be accepted.  Proposed by Cllr Bieda and seconded by Cllr McCall.  All members approved.
691/11
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th APRIL 2011 – Any matters arising

SA188/11 Executive Officers Project Update - Enforcement. The Executive Officer informed members that a clause has been added within the enforcement Service Level Agreement (SLA) stating that Stockton Borough Council Security Services will advise Billingham Town Council of any impending increases to the following year’s SLA agreement, before the month of November to be incorporated into budget proposals.


The Executive Officer informed members that this has been agreed by the Finance & Resources Committee.  However confirmation is needed that members are happy with this clause added into the SLA so it can be signed off.  Approval of the clause was proposed by Cllr Skilbeck and seconded by Cllr McCall. All members approved.

It was resolved:


The clause be added into the SLA and be approved.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
692/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th APRIL 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee meeting held on 14th April 2011. 



It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.

693/11
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th APRIL 2011 - Any matters arising


The Executive Officer informed members that approval is needed in preparation of the audit of the accounts for BDO LLP Auditors to audit the accounts year end 31st March 2011. In addition ratification of the Financial Regulations & Risk Management Strategy policies is required as discussed and reviewed at both March and April Committees.  It was proposed by Cllr Skilbeck and seconded by Cllr McCall approved that BDO LLP be approved to audit the accounts for 2010/11 year end and that the policies be ratified and adopted by Town Council.  All members approved. 


It was resolved:

BDO LLP Auditors be approved to audit the accounts for 2010/11 year end.


The Financial Regulations & Risk Management policies be ratified and adopted by the Town Council. (as recommended by Committee in April). 
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
694/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 14th APRIL 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee meeting held on 14th April 2011.  

It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.

   695/11
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer gave members an update on 




ongoing/new projects detailed in Services & Amenities minutes.


The Executive Officer informed members that the Town Council has 

been selected by BDO LLP Auditors for an intermediate audit which 

will require a greater detail of analysis than normal i.e. produce 


policies and minutes etc.  Prior to this an internal audit of the 


accounts will be carried out by a Clerk from a neighbouring Town 


Council as per internal audit policy. Once internal and external 


audits have been carried out the accounts will have final ratification 


from full Council.



In respect of the Town Plan the Executive Officer informed 



members that initial meetings have commenced and we are looking 

at holding our first industry meetings in early June.      




It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
696/11
APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO EXISITING STANDING ORDERS


The Executive Officer informed members that a resolution has been added to highlight the term of office for Chairman would normally be no more than 2 years in a 4 year term of office as recommended at the Finance & Resources Committee on 6th May 2010 and ratified by full Town Council on 18th May 2010.  All members approved.


It was resolved:


The amendment to the existing Standing Orders to highlight the term of office for Chairman would normally be no more than 2 years in a 4 year term of office be ratified and adopted by Town Council.  The existing Standing Orders to remain in force until superseded by the new Standing Orders.
697/11
REVIEW OF NEW STANDING ORDERS FOR APPROVAL AT AGM (as recommended by Committee)

The Executive Officer informed members that the new Standing Orders which incorporate NALC recommendations would be adopted once ratified by the new Council at the AGM in May.  A copy was circulated to members for information.  The Chair informed members that the new Standing Orders have been reviewed in detail by the Finance & Resources Committee on 14th April.  A recommendation has been made by Committee to the new Council that these are good Standing Orders to be adopted.   Any comments on the Standing Orders need to be dealt with at this meeting.  Approval of the new Standing Orders was proposed by Cllr Skilbeck and seconded by Cllr Atkinson. All members approved. 
  
It was resolved:

The new Standing Orders be adopted by the new Council following ratification at AGM in May.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
698/11
FINANCE

Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.


The Executive Officer gave members a Statement of Accounts for year ending 31st March 2011 presented to the Finance & Resources Committee on 14th April. Committee have made a recommendation that the accounts all appear to be accurate and within the financial regulations.  Members considered the year end accounts for 2010/11 signed by the Chairman. It was proposed by Cllr Skilbeck that the year end accounts for 2010/11 be approved seconded by Cllr Bieda.  All members approved.    

The Executive Officer informed members that notification has been received from BDO LLP Auditors of audit fees for this years accounts at a cost of £550 plus VAT which is currently within the budget.  All members approved.

The Executive Officer informed members of an invoice received from Billingham Environmental Link Programme (BELP) in respect of the agreement for Billingham Town Council to fund the water supply at the Clarences Horticulture Centre of Excellence. The initial quote by Northumbrian Water was £3,471 plus VAT which is currently allocated within the budget. However on further inspection of the land a quote has been received for £3690 plus VAT. 

The Executive Officer asked members to consider that the Town Council commission the work and then pay the invoice.  This is due to the fact that we can reclaim VAT which BELP are unable to reclaim.  A member queried would the Town Council be liable if the work carried out at the centre went wrong?  The Executive Officer stated that she would ensure that BELP would be liable under their insurance for any faulty work carried out by Northumbrian Water at the centre. Cllr Bieda proposed that the invoice received from Northumbrian Water be approved for payment seconded by Cllr McCall.  All members approved.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
          
It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.


The year end accounts for 2011/11 be approved.

The fees for BDO LLP to audit accounts for 2010/11 year end be approved.


Billingham Town Council to fund the water supply at Clarences Horticulture Centre of Excellence at a cost of £3690 plus VAT.  The invoice from Northumbrian Water be approved for payment.

699/10
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.

The Executive Officer gave members an update on the following planning applications:


Planning application No. 11/0780/COU, Proposal:  Proposed change of use of first floor unit to children’s activity and craft centre (D1), external alterations including erection of false dormer, erection of bin stores and installation of air conditioning and refrigeration units (parts retrospective), Location: The Stoney Oak, High Grange Avenue, Billingham.


The Executive Officer informed members that a meeting has taken place with John Whitfield, MD of Euro properties and a site visit of the Stoney Oak.  Many concerns were eradicated on inspection of the property and talking to the owner.  Planning permission has not been obtained for an ATM cash machine at the Spar, however the applicant has been notified in writing by Stockton Borough Council that a planning application is required for the proposal.  Members did not have any objections to this planning application.


Planning application No. 11/0708/FUL, Proposal: application for erection of 60 dwellings with associated services, roads and sewers to include alterations to gardens and boundaries and repositioning of 2 No. dwellings (plots 20 & 21), Location: Land South of Verbena Drive, Finchale Avenue, Billingham.  

Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

The Executive Officer informed members that concerns have been forward to Stockton Borough Council in respect of accessibility and traffic congestion around the area.  Due to the increase in dwellings at the development would this create traffic congestion around this area?  Currently there are car parking problems on Finchale Avenue in respect of John Whitehead Park would the development impact on this.  In respect of residents living in surrounding houses would they be able to walk through the estate as a cut through to access Billingham Town Centre.  Members did not have any further concerns in respect of this planning application.

Planning application No. 11/0542/Vary, Proposal: variation of condition 3 (to allow the spreading of compost on the site) and condition 7 to extend the time period to 31/03/2014 on application 02/1221/P- reclamation of 18.12 Hectares of derelict land previously covered by gypsum and general fill, by means of spreading waste soil up to two metres deep land at Norton Bottoms, Billingham, Location: Norton Bottoms, Haverton Hill, Billingham.  Members did not have any objections to this planning application.

It was resolved   
The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.



No further comments on planning applications received.
700/11  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



Kevin Bowler raised a matter which was not an agenda item 



therefore it was unable to discuss this matter.  At this point Kevin 


stated that he has not received an appropriate response to his letter 

forwarded to 
the Town Council Office. The Executive Officer 


advised the Chairman that as Proper Officer Council meetings are 


governed by various rules, regulations and code of conduct.  


Therefore it was not appropriate to discuss this matter at the 



meeting.  Kevin was afforded the opportunity to meet with the 


Chairman and Executive Officer to endeavour to resolve this 



matter.   
At this point Kevin left the meeting.
Signed ……………………………………………….  Date ……………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
It was resolved

Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.

701/11
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· English Bowling Federation – Letter from Stewart Milner, National President of the English Bowling Federation.  Invitation for the Chairman to attend a bowls match at John Whitehead Park Bowling Club on Sunday 22nd May 2011 commencing at 2.00 pm.



Members discussed this invitation and due to the short 



timescale between our AGM at which our new Chairman will 



be elected and the event it was proposed by Cllr Skilbeck 



and seconded by Cllr Bieda that the current Chairman 



should attend the event.  All members approved.
702/11
OTHER BUSINESS



None discussed.



703/11  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 17th May 2011 Annual 


Town Meeting commencing at 6.00 pm followed by AGM.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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