Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 25th October 2011
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Ray McCall (Chairman)

Councillors: Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Gina McCall, Olive Milner,  Eleanor Mockler, Colin Pollard, Royce Sandbach, Sheila Smart & Mick Stoker 
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors: Ann McCoy, Jean O’Donnell & Mike Smith  
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Note taker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Ben Shorttle


Representative – Billingham 
                                                                            Youth Forum
Andrew Doherty

Representative – Billingham Youth Forum

Iain Robinson
SMI Project Co-ordinator Regeneration & Economic Development, Stockton Borough Council

Cllr Evaline Cunningham
Stockton Borough Council

Kevin Bowler  
North Billingham Residents Association

Glynis Hobbs
Member of the public

Mandy Wood
Member of the public



Doreen Morris

Member of the public
796/11
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

797/11  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Councillors: Ann McCoy, Jean O’Donnell &  Mike Smith.
798/11  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
799/11
IAIN ROBINSON, SMI Project Co-ordinator, Regeneration & Economic Development, Stockton Borough Council

Iain was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.


Billingham Town Centre
Iain informed members that Stockton Borough Council had a further meeting with Stockland on 11th October 2011 to consider a programme of work to boost the town’s environment and retail prospects.

Proposals discussed for refurbishment include new public toilets, new and improved paving, better lighting, seating, enhancements to CCTV and general improvements to buildings, stairways and Kingsway car park are amongst the proposals under consideration. 
Stockton Borough Council and the centre’s owners Stockland, are currently working together to finalise details of improvements and the overall redevelopment of the town centre and to agree costs and contributions from both parties. Cabinet will consider the proposals on 3rd November and if approved work is expected to begin early in 2012.
Lengthy negotiations between Stockland and major food store operators were unable to attract a supermarket into the West Precinct the current economic climate understandably playing a part.  Stockland are now in negotiations with a number of non-food retailers interested in taking up the vacant ground floor.

Signed ……………………………………………  Date ………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
Announcements on these are expected soon and Stockton Borough Council will publish more details of refurbishment proposals as they emerge during the coming months.

Iain gave members an overview of identified priorities as follows:

· cleaning all inward facing vertical block, concrete & stone surfaces: ground 1st & 2nd

· repairing defective brickwork/masonry and re-pointing as 

necessary.  Areas to be agreed between both parties. Ground 1st & 2nd
· replacing defective windows and doorframes & replacing missing or broken windows
· repairing and upgrading of two aerial walkways

· removal of two aerial walkways currently closed

· restoring railings including replacement of corroded sections, new timber balustrades and replacement of safety mesh with modern equivalent throughout the centre including Kingsway car park

· refurbishment of stairs to block 11 and Kingsway car park

· redecorating all previously painted surfaces.  Surfaces to be agreed

· implement new paving and public realm scheme throughout the centre in line with agreed design and spec produced by  SBC including strengthened area for market vehicles and improvement to pedestrian entrances from Rothbury Street and the Causeway.

· Carry out cleaning, repainting and aesthetic improvements to the western elevation of western precinct, including stairways

· Provide new public toilets, disabled toilets and baby changing facilities in a location to be agreed depending on public realm scheme

· Replace all defective or inadequate lighting to all common areas (excluding area covered within public realm design) including car park

· Carry out works to refurbish car park decking on Kingsway including parking bays, signage and lighting.

It was resolved

The update from Iain is accepted.

Iain was thanked for attending the meeting.
Signed ………………………………..  Date …………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

800/11  
REPRESENTATIVES FROM BILLINGHAM YOUTH FORUM


Ben and Andrew from Billingham Youth Forum were in attendance to give members an overview of the current situation in respect of the proposal for a skateboard/BMX track in Billingham. 


Ben informed members that he has been working with members of the public and Council to get everyone on board.  Ben knows most of the young people who congregate in the town centre and tries to keep the young people together when they are skate boarding to reduce the impact on the local community and hence reduce any anti-social disruption.  Ben informed members of a recent graffiti incident outside the Astronaut Public House carried out by a group of young people, however the bikers received the blame.

Ben stated that the campaign for a skateboard/BMX track has been on-going for three years. The group have been working with Virginia McCallum from Youth Services to move the campaign forward.

Ben informed members of a petition day that has been  arranged on Friday 28th October to show evidence of need within the local community for the possible funding streams.  Tony Donnell (the town centre manager) has agreed the young people can ride the bikes and display their skills whilst collecting signatures in the front of ASDA.  The press will be attending the event.

The Executive Officer stated that it is fundamental for Councillors to attend the event if possible to show support for the group on the day.  

The Chair stated that Ben and Andrew are to be highly commended for their work.  Billingham Town Council is committed to youth within the area and will assist wherever possible to help the young people achieve their goal of a skateboard/BMX track.
. 
It was resolved



The update from Ben and Andrew is accepted.



Ben and Andrew were thanked for attending the meeting.

Signed ………………………………………..  Date …………………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
801/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


The meeting was adjourned for 10 minutes to allow public participation.


Mrs Wood informed members that she had recently used the bike repair scheme within the Town Centre which was excellent.  Mrs Wood felt that the market stall holders are not to blame for the damage on paved areas within the town centre. Mrs Wood stated that looking at the list of priorities identified by Stockland in 2005 for the Town Centre not many have been achieved and it is disappointing that there is no mention of the lift in the new proposals. 

Mrs Morris stated that when Northallerton closed their public toilets publicans within the town were offered £600 per year to open their toilets to members of the public.  Is this something that could be considered by Billingham.  A member stated that caution would need to be exercised around young people entering pubs and provision of disabled access.


Mr Bowler stated that the lift was an idea of the previous owners of the town centre prior to Stockland obtaining the town centre.  Mr Bowler enquired if the skateboard park will be in John Whitehead Park.  The Executive Officer stated that the group are fully aware that consideration needs to be taken into account if the park is big enough.  The siting of the muga will need to be discussed at the next stakeholders meeting.   
802/11
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27th SEPTEMBER 2011

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council Meeting held on 27th September 2011.


It was resolved

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  Proposed by Cllr Stoker and seconded by Cllr Sandbach .  All members approved.
Signed ………………………………………  Date ……………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council 
803/11
MATTER ARISING – from minutes of the Town Council Meeting (information only)


Page 18 - 791/11 Boundary Review Consultation.  At this point Cllrs Cunningham, Sandbach, Bieda, Stoker and Chair declared a non- prejudicial interest as being Councillors for Billingham North.  A member stated that in respect of the proposal for Billingham North to be part of Hartlepool under the review it would seem that nobody is in favour of this proposal. 
This would mean having one MP based in Hartlepool representing the residents of Billingham North Ward, and a different MP representing the rest of the town. 
At this point the Chair allowed a member of the public to speak on this matter.

Mr Bowler stated that the document was discussed at Billingham Community Network meeting in September.  The member stated that all groups need to work together to stop conflicting proposals and the Town Council need to draw up an alternative proposal which will work.  Mr Bowler stated that North Billingham Residents Association have forwarded a letter of objection and alternative proposals to the boundary commission.
804/11
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2011 – Any matters arising

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 13th October 2011.

Page 6 SA230/11 - Correspondence. Malvern Road/Pentland Avenue – traffic calming scheme.  A member stated that the road works associated with traffic calming and road safety improvements have been completed.

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.  Proposed by Cllr Pollard and seconded by Cllr Bieda .  All members approved.
Signed ……………………………………..  Date ……………………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

805/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION,THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENTIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 13th October 2011.  Proposed by Cllr Pollard and seconded by Cllr Smart.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
806/11
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2011 – Any matters arsing


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance Policy & Resources Committee on 13th October 2011.  Proposed by Cllr Bieda and seconded by Cllr Pollard.

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.

807/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 13th OCTOBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Finance Policy & Resources Committee held on 13th October 2011.  Proposed by Cllr Bieda and seconded by Cllr Pollard.  All members approved.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
Signed ……………………………………………  Date ………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
808/11
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 12th October 2011 – Any matters arising

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 12th October 2011.  

It was resolved


The recommendations made by Committee are to be accepted.   Proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Milner.  All members agreed.
809/11
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 12th OCTOBER 2011 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 12th October 2011.

Page 2 PL03/11 Rosemary Young – Spatial Planning Manager, Stockton Borough Council – National Planning Policy Framework Consultation.  A member stated that within the minutes it states that if the Town Council produces a Town Plan this would need to go to a local referendum dealt with by Democratic Services, Stockton Borough Council.  The member stated that the financial implications would need to be considered for budget planning.  


It was resolved

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  All members agreed.
Signed …………………………………………  Date…………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
810/11
VISIONING EVENT – PROPOSALS FROM TWO EVENTS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS


The Executive Officer gave members an overview from the two events held in September & October (reports previously circulated).   Discussions had taken place around achievements since inception and aspirations not achieved.  New aspirations for 2011 identified include:
· Twinning of Towns

· Drop in sessions for residents

· Youth Council

· Community Cohesion Officer

Discussions had also taken place around the Town Plan, Quality Status, Assets, Greater partnership working, Councillor commitment and joint up working.
The Executive Officer stated that it would be imperative to review the budget for 2012/2013 to factor these aspirations into the budget proposals.  The budget for 2012/2013 will need to be prepared for the next Finance Policy & Resources Committee meeting in November for considered and to be ratified by full Town Council.  This was proposed by Cllr Bieda and seconded by Cllr Sandbach. 

It was resolved


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

At this point Cllr Cunningham left the meeting (7.20 pm).
811/11
EXCUTIVE OFFICERS UPDATE REPORT

The Executive Officer gave members an update on on-going/new projects.
Youth Council
A meeting has taken place with Virginia McCallum, Youth Services with regards to various aspect of youth services but in particular discussions around the next steps in creating the Youth Council for Billingham.
Signed………………………………………….  Date …………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council

A meeting is planned in November to form a steering group of all the interested young people the Town Council have engaged with.  As a result of this meeting it is hoped the young people will formulate their own plan on the next developments with a proposed timescale of when the elections will take place.

Youth Cafe
The Executive Officer informed members that there are changes ahead for youth provision in Billingham. 
The Executive Officer has asked that a meeting be called between Youth Services and the Town Council to discuss youth provision in Billingham.
Chairman’s Charity Event

The event will be held on Friday 2nd March 2012 at The Swan, Billingham.   All proceeds raised will go to Chairs charity – The Great North Air Ambulance.
CRB checks

Members will be asked to call into the office to complete an application form for a CRB disclosure check.
Christmas Dinner

It is proposed that Christmas dinner for members will be held on Friday 16th December 2011 – venue to be confirmed.

Society of Local Council Clerks
At the Annual General Meeting held on 7th October 2011 the Executive Officer was elected as Branch Secretary for Northern Region.
Signed……………………………………….  Date……………………………………..
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
Catalyst
The Executive Officer has met with the Director of Catalyst to discuss ways of working together for the benefit of our community.  Quarterly update meetings will take place and information reported back to members.
Consultation on Draft National Planning Policy Framework  (NPPF)

The Executive Officer read out a response she had formulated as requested by the Planning Committee on behalf of the Town Council in response to the framework (previously circulated to members).  The Executive Officer asked if members would approve the comments.  Proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Bieda.

It was resolved


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

The comments on draft national planning policy framework to be accepted and forwarded.
812/11
TO APPROVE THE STATEMENT OF PENSION POLICY


At the last Town Council meeting members approved that delegated authority be given to the Chair and Vice Chair to review  and if satisfied to approve the policy.


A member had previously enquired about actuarial reduction and what would happen if a member of staff choose to retire earlier this would mean a reduction in employee benefits.  The Executive Officer informed members that she had taken advice from Stockton Borough Council and had been advised that the Town Council would need to develop a discretionary policy in the case of a member of staff requesting early retirement. The Executive Officer sought approval from members to ratify and adopt the Statement of Pension Policy.  Proposed by Cllr Pollard and seconded by Cllr Sandbach.  All members approved.
Signed …………………………………………  Date ………………………………….

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
It was resolved


The Statement of Pension Policy be ratified and adopted by the Town Council.
813/11
FINANCE

Schedule of Accounts


Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts for September & October 2011 (previously circulated).  Proposed by Cllr Pollard and seconded by Cllr Sandbach. All members approved.  


The Executive Officer informed members of the following invoice received for payment:

Billingham Community Newspaper Group – distribution costs and promotion & publicity of Christmas event in 10th edition of Billingham Community Newspaper.

Invoice total: £2000


The Executive Officer informed members that the newspaper group would be producing an extra addition of the newspaper making seven in total at no extra cost to the Town Council.

It was resolved


The schedule of accounts be approved.

The invoice from Billingham Community Newspaper Group is be approved for payment.

814/11
BDO – Notice of Conclusion of Audit for Year End Accounts 2010/11

The Executive Officer reported that BDO have finalised the annual return for accounts year end 31st March 2011.  A couple of recommendations have been made by BDO on an advice basis which have all been followed through by the Executive Officer.  The accounts have been reviewed by the Finance Policy & Resources Committee.  All members approved. 

Signed ……………………………………………..  Date ……………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
 
The public notice will be put out stating that the accounts are now available for inspection.
 
It was resolved


Report from BDO is accepted.
815/11
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – For Society of Local Council Clerks


The Executive Officer advised members that annual membership for the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) is due for renewal.  The cost of annual renewal for membership is £234 as per last year.  Proposed by Cllr Smart and seconded by Cllr Gina McCall.



It was resolved

Subscription for SLCC to be approved for 2011/2012.
816/11
PLANNING


The planning application report (previously circulated) for week ending 16th October 2011 was reviewed/discussed by members.  

The Executive Officer gave members an update from Stockton Borough Council on previous planning applications which have been withdrawn or approved.


Planning application number: 11/2322/FUL

Proposal: Application for erection of A1 use class retail development

Location: Owington Farm, Longfellow Road, Billingham

The application has been withdrawn by the applicant.
Signed ……………………………………….  Date ……………………………………

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
Planning application number: 11/0542/VARY


Proposal: variation of condition 3 (to allow the spreading of compost on the site) and condition 7 to extend the time period to 31/03/2014 on application 02/1221/P-Reclamation of 18.12 hectares of derelict land previously covered by gypsum and general fill, by means of spreading waste soil up to two metres deep land at Norton Bottoms


Location:  Norton Bottoms, Haverton Hill Road, Billingham.

The application has been withdrawn by the applicant.


Planning application number: 11/1208/FULL

Proposal: extension to the restoration activity, currently underway in Phase 1 area of land at Billingham Norton Bottoms, to include Phase 2 of the same site.  The profile in Phase 2 will be restored to a depth of around 1m, at approximately the same height as the reed bed system.  The same restoration methodology as applied to Phase 1, will be continued in Phase 2.  A maximum of 100,000 tonnes of inert soil will be applied to create the profile at Billingham Norton Bottoms, off Portrack Lane roundabout, Stockton.

Location: Billingham Norton Bottoms
The application has been approved by Stockton Borough Council.   

It was resolved


No further comments on planning applications received.


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

817/11
UPDATE REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FOLLOWING EXTERNAL BODIES


Reports from representatives to the following bodies (previously circulated to members) for comments:
· Northern Area Partnership Board – (no report)
· Police Liaison – Cllr Milner (no meeting in October)

· Parish Council Liaison Forum – Cllr Smart (no meeting in October)
· Supporters of John Whitehead Park – Cllr Milner (no meeting in October)

Signed ……………………………………………..  Date ……………………………...

Chairman to Billingham Town Council
· Northern Area Transport Strategy Group – Cllr Milner (no meeting in October)
· Safer Billingham Partnership – Cllr O’Donnell (no meeting in October)

· Low Grange Residents Association Meeting – Cllr Smart (report previously circulated)

The Executive Officer reported that no further comments have been received from members on these reports.

The Executive Officer advised members that a request has been received from Billingham Folklore Festival Committee for the Chairman to stand as Chair of the Folklore Festival Committee.   This was proposed by Cllr Atkinson and seconded by Cllr Smart.  All members approved.
It was resolved

The update reports from representatives to external bodies are accepted.    
The Chair to undertake the position of Chair of the Folklore Festival Committee.

.
818/11
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


The meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes to allow public 



participation. 
Mrs Wood stated that she is disappointed in the lack of youth clubs within Billingham and felt that the youth cafe needs a new premises.
Mr Bowler enquired that if a local referendum is called in respect of the Town Plan could the consultation process be placed in the Community Newspaper.
All forms of consultation processes will be reviewed with this project.



It was resolved



Members of the public were thanked for their participation and for 


attending the meeting.

Signed……………………………………………  Date ………………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
819/11  
CORRESPONDENCE
The Executive Officer advised members of the following correspondence:
· Billingham Amateur Swimming Club – letter informing the  Town Council how recent donation has been spent.
· Billingham Carnival & Garden Show – letter of thanks for Town Council donation towards this year’s event held on 10th & 11th September 2011

· Environment Agency, North East – Cowbridge Beck Maintenance – notification of conveyance works to be carried out on Cowbridge Beck, Billingham.  The work will involve removing loose timber and debris and also tree management work.
· Letter of thanks from Matthew Hutchinson – thanking the Town Council for work experience undertaken.
· Motor Neurone Disease Association – copy of events diary
· Stockton Borough Council – notification of Commissioning & TUPE Workshop Thursday 27th October 2011, 1.00 pm – 4.00 pm in the Lecture Theatre, Stockton Central Library.
· Stockton Borough Council – notification of Public Transport Forum meeting Saturday 19th November 2011 at Arc, Dovecot Street, Stockton Town Centre, 10 am – 12 noon.
· Adrian Thickett, Network Safety, Stockton Borough Council – notification that Stockton Borough Council will be implementing 3 litter bins in the first instance at the Forum car park.  If sufficient no need for the Town Council to fund a litter bin. 
· Update from Mike Bowron, Principal Development Officer, Regeneration, Stockton Borough Council – update on Billingham House.
· Village SOS Live in Tees Valley – Wednesday 30th November 2011, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm, Darlington Football Club, Neasham Road, Darlington, DL2 1DL – Village SOS is a campaign by the Big Lottery which is supporting communities across the UK to start up new enterprises – from shops and food projects to broadband schemes – that will help to rejuvenate their areas and meet the needs of local people.



It was resolved

All correspondence to be received and accepted.
820/11  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 30th November 2011 


commencing at 6.00 pm.
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.25 pm.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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