Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 23rd November 2010
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Sue Skilbeck, Michael Smith & Paul Smith
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors Jane Metcalfe & Mick Stoker
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Notetaker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Tim Gibson

Regeneration Manager - Stockton 



Borough Council

603/10
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
604/10  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Councillors Jane Metcalfe & Mick 


Stoker. 

605/10  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
606/10  
TIM GIBSON, Regeneration Manager – Stockton Borough Council


Tim was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.

Billingham Town Centre

Tim informed members that Yuill Homes planning application for 43 dwellings on the former College site adjacent to the town centre incorporating an area identified for future retail use on the corner of The Causeway/Finchale Avenue has been approved. However Aldi’s application for a store in this site has been refused by the Planning Committee at Stockton Borough Council.


Negotiations for a potential foodstore operator in the West Precinct continue and Stockland are confident that they will shortly be able to announce the arrival of a new tenant in the former Kwiksave building as part of phase 1 of the regeneration scheme.  Stockland will commence the refurbishment work of the former Kwiksave building next year.

The spiral ramp has now re-opened and further works are planned to undertake maintenance on the two open walkways from Kingsway Car Park over to the shopping centre in the New Year.


Stockland anticipate that the new public toilets which are to be located within a unit in the West Precinct will be open by the New Year.  


Refurbishment works on the external fabric of Block 11 (Dorothy Perkins/Town Centre Manager block) are also due to start next year.


Tim informed members that in the week leading up to Christmas (20th – 24th December 2010) Santa and his helpers will be in their Winter Wonderland Grotto, situated in the Management Suite on Queensway and a gift wrap station will be situated in the West Precinct where items will be wrapped completely free.


Billingham House



Contractors have been on site for the last three weeks pumping 


water from the basement.  This work has been undertaken so that 


structural and asbestos surveys can be completed for the whole 


building to inform the schedule for the demolition works. 



The procurement for the main demolition contract has already 


commenced, with expressions of interest invited, from which a 


shortlist of contractors will be drawn up who will be invited to submit 

a full tender for the work next month.  Tendering will take 4 weeks 


and it is expected that the contractor will be appointed in January 


2011.  A planning application has been submitted for the erection of 

a new 2.4 metre high perimeter fence, which should be determined 


by early January 2011.



Billingham Forum



Works are progressing and anticipated to be complete in April/May 


2011.  Officers will continue to ensure communications and 



marketing associated with the refurbishment is delivered in order to 


keep the public up-to-date.  The information hub will continue to be 


updated with photographs showing a monthly change from when 


the works started.


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility


A ‘mini business case’ has been submitted at the request of the 


Department of Health which addresses the deliverability of the 


project (ownership of the sites, partnership for delivery and costs 


etc).  This is being used by the Department of Health to assess 


which projects will still be able to bid for the PFI credits (currently 


allocated on principle), as following the Comprehensive Spending 


Review the amount of PFI credits available to bid for will be 



reduced.  The Department of Health are making recommendations 


to Ministers for final assessment and it is likely that the outcome will 

be known in the New Year.

In the meantime Stockton Borough Council is continuing to work with the PCT and LIFT Company to progress the project and complete the Outline Business Case, so it can be submitted next year, if the outcome of the mini business case review is positive.


The sale of the current private sector partners shares in the LIFT Company (that will design, build and maintain both facilities) to the preferred bidder is expected to be complete in December 2010.


The Executive Officer informed members that on behalf of Billingham Town Council she had forwarded a letter of support for the Integrated Health & Social Care Project going ahead and support the cohesion of fundamental services it will deliver from one building.

. 
              
It was resolved:

The update from Tim is accepted.


Tim was thanked for attending the meeting.

 607/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIAPTION


No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
608/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19th OCTOBER 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 19th October 2010.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
609/10
MATTER ARISING – from minutes of the Town Council Meeting (information only)


583/10 Page 2 – Danielle Barnes, Programme Manager – Know How North East.  The Executive Officer informed members that she has been advised that a 3rd sector organisation has expressed an interest in obtaining the lease for the community building at Hereford Terrace. The Executive Officer asked members if they wish her to register an interest in this building on behalf of Billingham Town Council to look at working in partnership with Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) to ensure the building would remain as a community asset for Billingham. The Executive Officer informed members that the building could be run by BELP but managed by Billingham Town Council. A member stated that a business plan would need to be drawn up, also car parking and vandalism were a problem at the site therefore would the building prove to be a liability? The Executive Officer stated that at this stage the Town Council could just register an interest. If our interest is acknowledge look at fundamentals around projects, funding strategy etc.

A member stated that it would be useful to find out Stockton Borough Councils plans for community assets and if the buildings require extensive repairs. The member stated that the Town Council could look at options of how to keep the assets within Billingham or register an interest in principle for Hereford Terrace. 

At this point the Chair asked members if they are happy for the Town Council to register an interest in the lease of the building at Hereford Terrace. All members agreed with this proposal.


Members felt it would be useful to invite Paul McGee from Know How North East (KHNE) to a future Town Council meeting to discuss their business plan. 

 
It was resolved:

Billingham Town Council to register an interest in the lease for Hereford Terrace. 


Paul McGee from KHNE to be invited to a future Town Council meeting.
610/10  
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 

ON  11th NOVEMBER 2010 – Any matters arising from 



recommendations
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 11th November 2010.


SA149/10 Fred Gook, update on Neighbourhood Watch Association. SA150/10 Bert Smailes, Safer Billingham Partnership – proposal for BMX track in Billingham .  A member stated that they felt the new project should have been presented at full Town Council.  The Chair stated that detailed discussions had taken place at Committee with a recommendation that the Town Council support the proposal for a BMX track within Billingham.  However it was felt that the Town Council could not contribute financially to the proposal.  The Chair agreed to look at future agenda items for Committee and Town Council meetings.  All members agreed to support the proposal for a BMX track in Billingham.

SA152/10 Executive Officers projects update – dog fouling & litter bins.  A member enquired when the dog fouling bin would be installed at Braid Crescent.  The Executive Officer stated that an installation date for Braid Crescent & Clifton Avenue has been agreed for w/c 13th December 2010. 
  
It was resolved:

             
The recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

The update on dog fouling bins is accepted.  
611/10  
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11th NOVEMBER 2010 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL FOR RATIFICATION.

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 11th November 2010.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
612/10  
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11th NOVEMBER 2010 – Any matters arising from recommendations
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 11th November 2010.


FR203/10 Correspondence – MRM Architectural Services Ltd. A member asked for clarification of a visual pod. The Executive Officer gave members a brief on visual pods. 


The member asked when the Town Council would sit down to look at the Town Plan.  The Executive Officer informed members that she is currently working on a draft/proposal of how the process should be implemented identifying partner groups and stakeholders and timings of meetings etc to bring to Committee/Council early next year. Initial meetings have already commenced with some stakeholders within Billingham.


It was resolved:

             
The recommendations made by committee are to be accepted.

The update on the Town Plan is accepted.
613/10  
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11th NOVEMBER 2010 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL
             
Consideration was given to the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee held on 11th November 2010.

It was resolved:


Members agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

614/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer invited questions from members on projects 


in her report previously circulated and detailed in Services & 



Amenities minutes.

             
A member gave an update on the meeting with Highways with 


regards to Pentland Avenue/Cheviot Crescent traffic calming 


scheme.  Highways have advised that consideration has been 


given to the proposed scheme and the objections submitted by 


residents on Malvern Avenue who are not happy with speed humps 

being directly outside their homes.  A revised proposal will be put 


forward to Head of Service and Cabinet members with associated 


costs.



On page 1 of the report in respect of allotments a member asked 


for clarification on the paragraph that reads “Deryck advised that he 

has met with Northumbrian water and they have assessed the 


requirements and will forward Deryck a more detailed analysis of 


the proposed costs”.  The member stated that he thought costs had 

already been agreed.  The Executive Officer stated she has 



advised Deryck the proposed costs for water supply and sewage 


must come within the quotation parameters, which were passed by 


Council then, at which we will release the funds.


The Executive Officer informed members that she has been asked 


by Cleveland Local Council Association (CLCA) if she would be a 


member of a new Quality Status Accreditation Panel for Cleveland, 


who will review and decide on Town and Parish Council’s 



applications for quality status.  Also the Executive Officer has been 


asked by County Durham & Cleveland Training Partnership (CD & 


CTP) to deliver training in Cleveland and act as mentor to other 


Clerks within the area.  The Executive Officer sought approval from 


Council to be able to provide this support to CLCA and CD&CTP.


In respect of the Christmas event the Executive Officer gave 



members a plan and overview, layout and itinerary of the event. 


The Executive Officer informed members that the event may be 


cancelled in the event of inclement weather, however if we can 


avoid cancelling we will.
 

It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.



The update on the Christmas event is accepted.

Approval given for the Executive Officer to provide support to CLCA and CD&CTP.

615/10  
FINANCE

Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.


A member queried payment of cheque no. 324 to Turnocks Limited for Christmas tree lights in John Whitehead Park when this was an insurance claim. The Executive Officer advised that the majority of this amount would be reclaimed from Zurich Insurance company.

The Executive Officer informed members that Billingham Town Juniors under 8’s football team have placed an article in the Community Newspaper to thank Billingham Town Council for the donation of £250. 

The Executive Officer informed members of the following invoice which has been received for payment: (in addition to schedule of accounts)
· Stockton Borough Council


Supply and installation of 8 dog fouling bins & 2 litter bins



Invoice total: £4,935.00

          
It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

                 The invoice from Stockton Borough Council be approved for

                 payment.
616/10
BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR 2011/12 (with recommendations from Committees)

The Executive Officer gave out copies of the proposed precept for 2011/12 that was discussed at the Finance & Resources Committee on 11th November 2010.  


Members discussed the draft precept which is proposed to be set to remain at the same level as 2010/11.

A member stated that they would like to re-iterate the comment she made at the Services & Amenities Committee that the budget includes predominately social events and for the future the Town Council should explore projects which enhance the economic wellbeing of the Town such as employability programmes.

The Executive Officer stated that she had minuted at Committee meetings that although the budget proposal for 2011/12 is to remain at the same level that it would be beneficial for Billingham Town Council to increase in future years to ensure sustainability of existing projects and also to progress with a training policy for the ensuing years as it is a prerequisite of Quality Status. 


A member stated that he did not agree with the proposed precept information and utilisation of the unallocated reserves.  He felt that new projects may come along which the Town Council could be involved with. It was also stated that there is no allocation for elections in next years budget and as we have previously been prudent and put allocation in reserves should we not carry this on? 

Members discussed the calculation of council tax on Band D which is currently set at £11.03 per household.  A member proposed that this band rise by £1 and increase to £12.03.  The Executive Officer advised members that last year the percentage increase on Band D was 8.24337% and if £1 was added to Band D this would rise by 9.66%. The Chair put the proposal to the Council for an extra £1 to be added to Band D increasing to £12.03. Increasing the allocated reserve fund for election costs to £10,000. This was seconded by another member. All remaining members also agreed to this proposal.

It was resolved


The calculation of council tax on Band D for 2011/12 to increase to £12.03.  The budget/precept for 2011/12 be amended and brought back to Town Council in January for approval.

617/10
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.

It was resolved   


No comments on planning applications received.
618/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
No members of the public or press present at the meeting.
619/10  
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· Big Lottery Fund – Lottery Grants for World War 2 veterans
· Billingham Charity Trophy Events – Christmas, lunch time & buffet catering menus 
· Care For Your Area – Neil Garriock notification of installation of two dog fouling bins at Braid Crescent & Clifton Avenue w/c 13th December 2010
· Linda Lawty – Electoral, Civic & Community Engagement, Stockton Borough Council – Elections 2011
· Mayors Office –  Invitation Mayor of Stockton on Tees Annual Charity Dinner on 4th February 2011  

· Minutes of Billingham West Residents Association meeting – 15th November 2010 received
· Minutes of North Billingham Residents Association meeting – 15th November 2010 received
· Notes of Police Liaison Meeting – 3rd November 2010



 received
· Post Office Limited – Letter from Neil Schneider re: Closure of High Clarences Post Office
· Safer Billingham Partnership – Billingham as a cycle town
· Stockton & District Advice & Information Service (SDAIS) – Looking for Trustees to join SDAIS


At this point Cllr McCoy declared a personal & non-prejudicial 


interest as holding the post of Chairman of the Stockton & District 


Advice & Information Service.

The Executive Officer informed members of an invitation to attend

Yarm Christmas Carol Service and Lighting of Tree on 3rd 
December 2010.

620/10
OTHER BUSINESS



Members discussed dates for future Town Council and Committee 


meetings for 
2011/2012.  The Chair proposed that Town Council 


meetings be changed to the 4th week of the month and was 



seconded by another member.  All members agreed with this 


proposal.  


It was agreed that the Services & Amenities Committee 



and Finance & Resources Committee meetings would continue to 


be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month.  The next meeting will 


be held on 13th January 2011. 


It was resolved:


Meeting times/dates agreed for 2011/2012.
621/10  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 25th  January 2011.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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