Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 21st September 2010
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy,  Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Sue Skilbeck, Michael Smith, Paul Smith & Mick Stoker
Apologies:
None received
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Notetaker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Neil Schneider

Chief Executive - Stockton 




Borough Council


Nicola Garnham

Regeneration Officer - Stockton 




Borough Council


Christopher Bieda

Applicant for Councillor vacancy

Oliver Smart


Applicant for Councillor vacancy

Terence Simpson

Applicant for Councillor vacancy


Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association

Michelle Bendelow

Member of the public

Tanya Lawson

Member of the public
560/10
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
561/10  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
None received. 

562/10  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
563/10  
NEIL SCHNEIDER, Chief Executive – Stockton Borough Council
             
Neil was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on local and national issues affecting Stockton Borough Council.

In respect of local issues Neil gave members an update on the following local issues:

Billingham Town Centre


Neil informed members that repair works have commenced on the spiral ramp walkway and the ramp will be reopened at the earliest possible opportunity. Neil announced that as part of the regeneration scheme for the Town Centre a major tenant has been sourced for the former Kwiksave building in the West Precinct with an anticipated opening in March 2011.  All vacant units within the Town Centre are currently under offer from three brand named businesses who would like to come into Billingham.  Neil advised that the new CCTV system is now fully operational across the Town Centre and that Stockland are committed to continued investment for the Town Centre and this is a promising picture for Billingham.

Nicola gave members an update on the public toilets within the Town Centre.  Nicola informed members that Stockland are looking into the provision of temporary public toilets in a vacant unit within the Western Precinct, although no definite timescale for a refurbishment and opening has been set.

Billingham House

Neil informed members that it is frustrating for all concerned and a conclusion to Billingham House would primarily be demolition of the building of which Stockton Borough Council is supportive of.  Neil informed members that there was a real proposal for a refurbishment scheme, however clearly this is no longer the case.    


Housing


Neil informed members that improvement plans for Stockton’s Council houses are on track after tenants voted in favour of transferring their homes to a new-style, not-for-profit Tristar Homes.  This will free up investment for refurbishment and affordable house building. It is hoped that work will commence shortly after the transfer.

At this point a member enquired that following the transfer would tenants still be able to purchase their homes?  Neil advised that he could not comment at this stage and would need to obtain further information on this as certain exclusions would apply.


Forum


Nicola informed members that external walls to the ice rink/arena have been installed. The changing rooms within the pool area and the lighting and cabling works in and around the theatre are continuing.


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility

Neil informed members that Stockton Borough Council is continuing to work with the PCT to progress the Integrated Health & Social Care facility. The building is being designed, built and maintained by the local LIFT Company. It is anticipated that the Outline Business Case will be submitted in late autumn.  In respect of proposal for the new hospital at Wynyard this proposal will be re-submitted to government. However the right funding package will need to be obtained through private finance to deliver the proposal.


In respect of national issues Neil informed members that we are facing a rapidly changing environment with PCT’s and Strategic Health Authorities serving notice. Neil informed members that Stockton Borough Council faces 40% cuts in its revenue budget.   Although Stockton Borough Council is in a more advantageous position than some Council’s.  Neil informed members that Stockton Borough Council is committed to value for money and a flexibility ethos.

Neil informed members that Stockton Borough Council is preparing for better ways of working and everything they do has a value to everybody.  The next 6-9 months will be a challenge.

The Chair thanked Neil and Nicola for giving an update on regeneration matters.  The Chair asked if members had any further questions for Neil and Nicola following Nicola’s report which was previously circulated.


A questions and answers session took place.

             
Q.  In respect of Billingham House who is responsible for security?    
A.  The Environmental Team is monitoring the situation on site, and

      is in regular contact with the owner’s local agents regarding

      maintaining site security.  The enforcement team also patrol

      the site.  Any demolition of the site will be controlled due to

      surrounding industry.

Q.  Will the existing proposal for the new hospital remain the same?                             
            
A.  The proposal will be revised in terms of size and facilities.

                            However it will still be a public hospital privately funded.
            
Q.  With regards to the Integrated Health facility is the private sector 

      investor still selling 60% shares in the company?.
            
A.  Yes a preferred bidder has been identified to purchase the

                            shares. 
                     Q.  If GP’s are responsible for finance how will this affect the 



     Integrated Health & Social Care Facility?.
A. GP’s have signed up and backed the proposed model and will continue to do so.
Q. Can anything be done in respect of parking behind the Billingham Arms hotel?
A. Nicola will raise this issue with Stockland.
              
It was resolved:

The update from Neil & Nicola is accepted.


Neil & Nicola were thanked for attending the meeting.
564/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
             
Kevin Bowler stated that he had attended a tour of the Forum with the Northern Billingham Partnership Board. Kevin stated that the building is fabulous and will be a great facility for Billingham.

The Chair asked Neil & Nicola if delays to the completion of works at the Forum has been pulled back?  Neil stated that it is difficult to give a definite date due to a technical problem which will soon be resolved.

Neil informed members that he had attended the Billingham Carnival & Garden Show held on 11th & 12th September 2010 which he felt was an excellent event for the community of Billingham.  The Executive Officer informed Neil that Billingham Town Council had invested in the event.

At this point Neil & Nicola left the meeting.

565/10  
CO-OPTION FOR VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR IN NORTH WARD, BILLINGHAM

The Chair opened the co-option by outlining that three candidates are to be considered, all will be presenting in person.


The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.


At this point four members declared a personal & non-prejudicial interest as one applicant is known to them. (All signed the declaration of interest register issued by the Executive Officer).

The Chair informed members that applicants would be giving a 5 minute presentation on why they would like to be a Councillor for Billingham Town Council.

1. Christopher Bieda opened the presentation to Council giving an
                          outline of his work, family life and how long he has lived in 

                          Billingham.


    Christopher would like to be part of Billingham’s voice through

                          Billingham Town Council and with this will bring integrity and 

                          sound judgement.

2.  Terence Simpson attended and gave a presentation to Council

                           members outlining why he would make a good Town Councillor  
                           and what his achievements are to date.  Terry stated that he is 

                           looking for an outlet to voice his opinions. With the help of

                           Billingham Town Council he wants to help residents of

                           Billingham to bring the Town Centre back to its glory. 

3.  Oliver Smart attended and gave a presentation to Council

                           members outlining why he would make a good Town Councillor.

                           Oliver gave an overview of the voluntary organisations he
                           has been involved in within Billingham.  Oliver stated that he is

                           proud to live in Billingham and wants to preserve what is good

                           and shape the future of Billingham.

At this point a member asked if a written supporting statement had been submitted by the fourth applicant.  The Chair confirmed that no written statement has been submitted.   


A closed vote took place (at the request of two members prior to the meeting).  The outcome being that 13 votes were placed in total:


9 votes for Christopher Bieda


3 votes for Terence Simpson


1 vote for Oliver Smart


After the votes Mr Bieda signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Executive Officer.


It was resolved:


Mr Christopher Bieda be appointed as the new Town Councillor for North Ward up to the next elections in May 2011.


A letter of thanks to be sent to Mr Simpson & Mr Smart for their application and the interest taken in the work of the Town Council. 
566/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th JULY 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 20th July 2010.


On page 8 545/10 Regeneration update – Billingham House  Cllr Mike Smith stated that Python would need interest from a large investor to move in but due to economic downfall the original proposal is not “going ahead”.  As a point of accuracy change wording to the original proposal is “unlikely”.

On page 10 550/10 Matters arising from the Services & Amenities Committee on 8th July 2010.  SA11/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Grit bins Salt Cell the organisation which governs distribution of salt has a shortfall of a quarter of a million tonnes this year.  Do Stockton Borough Council find their own?  There is a surplus in Russia & Spain.  It was requested as a point of accuracy this statement be taken out of the minutes.

It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings (with amendments noted).

567/10
MATTER ARISING – from the minutes (discussion only)


On page 14 556/10 PLANNING .  Planning application 10/1753/FUL 232 Cotswold Crescent, Billingham, TS23 2QN, Proposal: erection of four bedroom dwelling house.  A member informed members that this application has been withdrawn.

On page 13 555/10 FINANCE – The Executive Officer informed members that an invoice has been received from the Billingham Community Newspaper for £1,000 for distribution costs for the second edition of the Community Newspaper.  A member stated that he felt that the distribution had not been widespread.  The Executive Officer stated that members had been contacted to spot check 10 homes within their area on receipt of the newspaper and report back to the Executive Officer.  A new distribution company had been used to distribute the paper and generally reports were positive and that this company provided a better service than the previous company used.
568/10  
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 

ON  9th SEPTEMBER 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 9th September 2010.


On page 4 SA125/10 Marc Stephenson, Senior Officer - Enforcement Team – Stockton Borough Council (enforcement review). On the statement PC Pearson is contacting bus companies to alter timings of the last bus from 11.00 pm to 10.00 pm when the Forum opens. 

Amendments to previous minutes

· As a point of accuracy change statement to PC Pearson has considered contacting bus companies to alter the timings of the last bus from 11.00 pm to 10.00 pm when the Forum closes.
· On page 8 BLF (Billingham Legacy Fund) The Executive Officer attended the induction of the BELP on 2nd September 2010.  As a point of accuracy change to the Executive Officer attended the induction of the BLF on 2nd September 2010.
             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
              
recommendations made by the committee are to be accepted.

569/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Services & Amenities Committee on 9th September 2010
             
On page 9 SA127/10 Consider planning applications received from Stockton Borough Council.  Planning application number 10/2144/FUL, Location: Land adjacent to The Causeway and Finchale Avenue, Proposal: A new premium discount food store (Aldi Food Stores Ltd) has been submitted to Stockton Borough Council.  A member stated that following attendance at a residents association meeting people are in favour of having an Aldi store due to lack of development of a food store within the Town Centre.    

Cllr Skilbeck stated that following a residents meeting people are in favour of having an Aldi Store and feel that the store could be up and running before the Town Centre redeployment.

It was resolved


The update from Cllr Skilbeck is noted.
570/10  
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 9th SEPTEMBER 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 9th September 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
             
recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

571/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Finance & Resources Committee on 9th September 2010
             
On page 2 FR180/10 Monthly schedule of accounts & invoices for approval.  The Executive Officer advised members of the following invoices which have been received for payment:
· Stockton Borough Council – works undertaken for the supply & installation of Billingham boundary signs and poles.


A member expressed concerns in respect of damage to street sign 


posts within Billingham. He felt that the signs are a poor design 


due to being made from moulded plastic.  The Executive Officer 


informed members that this has been logged with Care for Your 


Area.



On page 2 FR182/10 Projects update report (report from 



Executive Officer).  A member enquired why it is noted on the 


minutes that the Executive Officer informed members of the 



planning proposal for Aldi Food Stores Ltd at this meeting.  The 


Executive Officer informed members that following her projects 


update report a member had asked about the Aldi application.


In respect of item FR183/10 Recommendations from Services & 


Amenities Committee in respect of enforcement review.  The 


Chair gave members an overview of the 
recommendations from the 

Services & Amenities Committee with regards to enforcement 


provision.  The Committee made a firm recommendation that the 


additional enforcement provision for Billingham continue for a 


further six months supported by evidence in the report previously 


circulated. 


The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal to continue with 


the additional enforcement provision for a further six months.



Members felt that enforcement do a good job.


The Chair stated that the service will be reviewed on a month to 


month basis then the SLA be revisited at the end of March 2011.



A vote was taken.  The outcome being that all 13 members present 


agreed to continue with the additional enforcement provision for a 


further six months.


Members discussed the planning application for Aldi Foodstore Ltd.  

A member felt that deliveries to the store may not be possible 


due to traffic implications in Finchdale Avenue. 


Several members stated that they had forwarded objections on 


the basis that having Aldi at College Gardens would be  



detrimental to the redevelopment of the Town Centre.  A member 


stated that Stockton Borough Council’s view is that there is an 


empty unit within the Town Centre to accommodate Aldi. 



It was stated that there is a local plan in place within Stockton 


Borough Council Core Strategy Development Plan and that the 


Aldi application contravenes this document. It states that no further 


allocation for retail development can be built other than in or on the 


edge of the Town Centre.



The Chair asked members to vote on the planning application for 


Aldi Stores.  At this point 4 members declared a personal & non-


prejudicial interest in this item as they had made comments to 


Stockton Borough Council and/or sit on the Planning Committee.  


These members left the room whilst the vote was taken.   


A vote was taken.  The outcome being that 2 members are in 


favour of the application and 7 members oppose the application.  


The majority vote is to oppose this application.

It was resolved:


The additional enforcement provision for Billingham continue for a further six months.  The Executive Officer to complete the SLA on behalf of Billingham Town Council.

Members oppose planning application for Aldi Food Stores Ltd for the reasons stated above.
572/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously 
  
circulated) and detailed in Services & Amenities minutes.

             
A member mentioned a request for a dog fouling bin within Braid 


Crescent and that she had received a further two requests within 


this area.  The Executive Officer will visit the area to access the 


location and contact Environmental Health for advice on the 



proposed location.



The Executive Officer informed members now that she has passed 


the Certificate in Local Council Administration.  
She would like to 


progress the Council onto quality status as this 
will open many 


doors in relation to delivery of services and being able to use the 


power of wellbeing.


At this point a member congratulated the Executive Officer on 


obtaining her qualification.



The Chair thanked the Executive Officer and Office Co-ordinator for 

their hard work at Billingham Carnival & Garden show held on 11th 


& 12th September 2010.   


The Executive Officer informed members that with progressing 


towards quality status the Council can begin developing a town 


plan.  The aim of this plan is to bring all stakeholders together 


within the town onto a cohesive forum to identify current and 



desired services which will eradicate duplication.  This will support 


foundations for enterprise, economic growth and partnerships.  The 

Executive Officer informed members that Billingham Town Council 


will provide the link between stakeholders and Stockton Borough 


Council lobbying for local aspirations to be adopted into future local 


development plans.



The Executive Officer showed members a poster which has been 


printed for the “Pride of Billingham Awards”.  This has been 



circulated to shops within the Town Centre, Health Centres and 


Community Centres.   Members felt it would be a good idea to 


circulate the poster to Resident Associations.
            
It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

573/10  
UNIVERSITY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE – CONFIRMATION THAT OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER HAS ACHIEVED/PASSED THE QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE IN LOCAL COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION


The Executive Officer informed members that this was an agenda item so that the minute could be noted for future reference when completing evidence for quality status.

It was resolved


The official notification of the Executive Officer’s CILCA qualification be accepted and minuted.

574/10
FINANCE
             
Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.

          
 It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

575/10  
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.
             
A member gave an update on planning application 10/1978/ADV  Location: Unit 1, Former Stoney Oak, High Grange Billingham, Proposal: Application for illuminated sign – Pizzalicious which appeared on planning applications w/c 1st August 2010. 

He informed members that the main body of the former pub is proposed to be a Spar shop and concerns have been raised on how this will affect the current row of shops on High Grange.

The Executive Officer informed members that notification has been received from Stockton Borough Council today that the planning application for development of materials recycling facility and production of energy from waste at Grow How Stores, New Road, Billingham has been approved subject to conditions. 

Also approval to an application to vary condition 2 No. (approved) plans of 09/0600/FUL (Externals alternations to include erection of plant rooms and storage area) at Billingham Forum, Moreland Avenue, Billingham.

It was resolved   


The update from the Executive Officer is noted.
576/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
The meeting will be adjourned for 5 minutes to allow for public
            
participation.


 
Kevin Bowler enquired when the next edition of the Billingham 


Community Newspaper would be produced.  The Executive Officer 


advised that the next edition would be published/distributed early  


October.


Kevin noted that the Executive Officer had been elected onto the 


Billingham Environmental Link Project board as a member and 


voted as Vice Chairman.  He sought clarification of this position and 

asked if it would be Directorship?  The Executive Officer confirmed 


that she is an Associate member of the board non director status.


It was resolved:
           
Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.
At this point Cllr Dickinson left the meeting.
577/10  
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· Billingham International Folklore Festival – thanks to Billingham Town Council – Sunday 8th August Festival Family Concert is free (taken from website).
· Billingham Synthonia Junior Football Club – email thanking Billingham Town Council for replacing the turf recently stolen from football pitches.
· Magnum Fireworks Ltd – explosives Site Licence application – Haverton Hill Road, Haverton Hill Industrial Estate.


The Executive Officer informed members that due to the application 

being a licence application Billingham Town Council can not object 


to the application as the location has been approved by the Health 


& Safety Executive.
· MSD News Release – (At this point a member raised a personal & non-prejudicial interest in this item due to being an employee of MSD). MSD have agreed to sponsor Billingham Synthonia Junior Football Club for the next three years.
· NALC – Changes to Big Lottery Grant funding, Localism in Action, Powers to cap Billing Authorities Council Tax & Parish Council’s precept levels, The Coalition Programme For Government – All legal updates (issued in hard copy to members).
· No Need For Nuclear – House of Commons Early Day Motion No 557.
· National Grid – Application to the Secretary of State for Energy & climate Change on behalf of National Grid for consent and deemed planning permission in accordance with Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989, for (a) the construction of 16 no. new towers including 2 no. crossing towers, (b) the permanent diversion of the Norton-Lakenby-Saltholme 275/400kV line between Towers ZZa229 and ZZA241 Towers and (c) the dismantling of 12 no. existing towers.
· Tees Credit Union – Credit sessions available at Low Grange community Centre every Monday between 10am & 11am.


The Executive Officer informed members that you can become a 


Patron of the Billingham Legacy Foundation by making a donation 


of £52 a year to the Legacy Fund.  A saving box is also available 


in which you can save £1 a week. 
578/10
OTHER BUSINESS



A member advised that following pre-inspection the resurfacing 


work planned to Cheviot Crescent requires more extensive work 


than initially planned. 


The Executive Officer informed members that she has been 



approached by County Durham & Cleveland County Training 


Partnership to deliver training to other Clerks within the Cleveland 


and Darlington area.


A member enquired about the possibility of Billingham having a 


Mayor.  This can be discussed as an agenda item at the next 


Services & Amenities Committee.
579/10  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 19th October 2010.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.


No meeting in August.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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