Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 20th July 2010
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall,  Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Michael Smith, Paul Smith & Mick Stoker
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors: Ann McCoy, Jane Metcalfe & Sue Skilbeck
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Richard McGuckin

Acting Head of Technical 





Services – Stockton Borough 




Council


Chris Renahan

Local Transport Plan Manager






Stockton Borough Council


Nicola Garnham

Regeneration Officer – Stockton 




Borough Council


Tim Gibson


Regeneration Manager






Stockton Borough Council


Michelle Bendelow

Member of the public
541/10
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
542/10  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ann McCoy, Jane Metcalfe & 


Sue Skilbeck. 

543/10  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
At this point Cllr O’Donnell declared a personal & non-prejudicial
             
interest in agenda item 13.  Nature of interest on agenda item

             
13. To elect representatives for Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) and Billingham Legacy Fund (BLF) with her current involvement with Billingham Carnival/BELP.  
544/10  
RICHARD McGUCKIN, Acting Head of Technical Services & CHRIS RENAHAN, Local Transport Plan Manager – Stockton Borough Council
             
Richard & Chris were in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on transport projects.  Richard informed members that some of the major schemes for the development of metro/systems have been taken back by government for further review. Richard confirmed that the proposed Tees Valley Network Improvements project will go ahead. The project was awarded £5 million pounds for improvements to Thornaby, Eaglescliffe, Darlington & Redcar stations.

Richard informed members that the East Billingham Transport Corridor a scheme designed to remove HGV’s (especially those carrying hazardous chemicals) from residential areas has also been taken back for further review and looking at value for money on this scheme. 
  
Richard gave members an update on Billingham Train Station and he informed members that the current location of the station is the preferred site. Richard informed members that discussions had taken place with the new Area Manager of Northern Rail in respect of disabled access, inadequate lighting, security and possibility of having a barrow crossing.  The Manager had informed Richard that they will be looking at re-vamping the station, improved shelters, lighting and CCTV. Northern Rail is interested in the catchment area of Billingham and marketing Billingham Station more aggressively to promote the use of the station. From discussions Richard has been informed that repairs have been undertaken to the footpath, lighting will be addressed, discussions are ongoing in respect of disabled access compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). It was felt that a barrow crossing would not be a safe option.

A questions and answers session took place.

             
Q.  People will not use the Train Station due to the poor lighting and

                           the station is isolated.  Can this be rectified?
A. It may be possible to work with the taxi office at the station to

      improve the area to make it lighter and more accessible. 

Q. When people require disabled access to the station they have a number to ring is this available also when disembarking?
            
A.  Yes there should be, I will discuss this with Northern Rail.
            
Q.  Has the Area Manager visited the station?
            
A.  Yes she was picked up from the station on a recent visit to the 


      area.
                     Q.  The station is an eyesore and residents are concerned about the 

      station.
A. A development schedule of improvements is being looked at funded by Stockton Borough Council and Northern Rail.
Q. Before the funding was taken back for the East Billingham Transport Corridor where you confident we had the money?
A. Yes, consultations and work had already been developed.  We have been lobbying hard as work had already been put in so we really don’t want to lose the project.
Q. Hartlepool Station only has one platform.  Can we do that 

      and have only 1 line in and out at Billingham?

A.  This is do-able but cost is a major issue.


Q.  The East Billingham Transport Corridor has been a problem for 


      some time.  Is there still a problem with the railway bridge at 


      Haverton restricting access for HGV’s that way?


A.  Yes, the 3 accessible routes in are within built up areas.



Q.  Traffic increases with growth on industry, how will our roads 


      deal with this increase in demand?


A.  The road infrastructure can cope with traffic as it was built to 


      cope with ICI traffic.



Q.  What is the policy for HGV’s travelling along Marsh House 


      Avenue?



A.  There is no policy due to no HGV weight limits, the traffic is 


      heading to Cowpen Bewley Industrial Estate from Seal Sands. 


      HGV’s are not allowed to pass through Cowpen Bewley village.



Q.  In respect of the number 35 bus service onto the Wolviston 


      Court Estate there was another bus on the same route at 


      the same time.  Why do we have two bus companies sending 


      buses at the same time on the same route?


A.  There are various bus companies and they will make a decision 


      if the route is a viable option.


At this point Richard asked members if they could attend the 



Stockton on Tees public transport forum.  At which representatives   

from the bus companies will be present.  


Q.  Is there an adequate bus service from Clarence’s to Billingham? 

       

 

A.  Yes there are buses with connections, 580/589 subsidised 


      service from Stockton Borough Council which has been 



      welcomed by residents.  We have received a request from 


      Saltholme and will be experimenting with the 589 to go there on 
                 Saturdays.


Q.  At a recent residents meeting it was reported that the number 


      35 bus service is a double decker bus, concerns have been 


      expressed that the majority of residents are elderly and 



      cannot get wheelchairs onto the bus.  Would it be possible



      to have single decker buses? 


A.  Bus companies are looking at new buses.  Stagecoach are 


     currently looking at a new fleet in Stockton over the next year.  


     Double deckers do not seem to be well used for top level.  May 


     be used for school routes then dropped onto service route.



Q.  Would there be a possibility of a bus going from High Grange, 


      Low Grange/Wolviston to go to University Hospital of North 


      Tees.



A.  Again it’s down to bus companies, and depends on demand.  
              
No questions from members of the public.
              
It was resolved:

The update from Richard & Chris is accepted.

              
Richard & Chris were thanked for attending the meeting.
545/10  
REGENERATION UPDATE - Nicola Garnham, Regeneration Officer & Tim Gibson, Regeneration Manager, Stockton Borough Council
             
Nicola and Tim were in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.


Billingham Town Centre

Nicola informed members that she had met with Stockland on 15th July 2010 which was a very positive meeting.  The £80k investment into the new CCTV within the Town Centre is almost complete.  Discussions are ongoing in respect of the refurbishment of the former Kwik Save retail unit. Nicola informed members that the previous company interested in the unit is now unlikely to go ahead  however, Stockland are hopeful of agreeing Head of Terms with another company in the next few months with an anticipated opening in spring 2011.  Discussions are ongoing with potential supermarket operator(s) for West Precinct location.  The Crown Buildings (block 10) refurbishment is completed and scaffolding shortly to be removed. Work to Block 11 (Dorothy Perkins) will commence later this summer. The anticipated windows to MARS side accommodation will be replaced shortly and number 55 has been completed. 


Nicola informed members that work to the ‘retailer newsletter’ is underway and will be produced every 2 months.  A Christmas festivities planning including Christmas tree and potential discount booklet is underway.  A Health and Safety report on the ramp has been completed. Repair works are to commence shortly with anticipated re-opening in 8 weeks time. Nicola informed members that due to a ground water leakage into the toilets this had resulted in the toilets recent closure.  Stockland are looking to re-provide at ground floor temporarily for short to medium term.  Nicola informed members that Ethel Austin within the Town Centre has been purchased by another investor/tenant. The store will remain open but will be subject to re-branding.


Billingham Forum


Nicola informed members that due to a series of unforeseen structural issues such as specialist asbestos clearance, coupled with the harshest winter for 30 years this has resulted in a delay timetable of 16 weeks which is the worst cause scenario.  Contractors are looking to reduce this and it is expected that the Forum will re-open in spring 2011. 

Nicola informed members that all new internal walls are now in place, the first fix of the mechanical is complete (base, central heating & wiring).  The building is nearly wind and water tight and contractors have just got to finish the pool area.  Internal deco has started in some areas. Nicola informed members that the information hub has been updated this week with information for the public.  Nicola informed members that Stockton Borough Council is putting together a PR strategy between now & re-opening. Should Billingham Town Council have anything to feed into the strategy the contact is Mike Bowron.  

Billingham House


Nicola informed members that Python are still in negotiations with Bizzy B, but the situation is delayed whilst pre-lets for the refurbishment building are sought.  Nicola advised that these are needed to secure Python’s match funding for the scheme. The funding bid for the refurbishment scheme has received outline approval, and the detailed business case has been prepared, but awaits further detail from Python.  

Nicola informed members that Stockton Borough Council has been exploring options for demolition of the building and applied for grant funding to GONE (Government Office North East) to help with demolition costs.  An outline bid has been submitted and is due for consideration in August 2010.

Nicola gave an update in respect of fencing around the building.  The Environmental Health Manager has issued a new Section 29 notice setting out the measure required to secure the site.  Bizzy B has complied with these measures.  A new fence has been created around the building (not the entire perimeter i.e. car park) of a more robust nature. The fence posts have been concreted into the ground. The situation will be monitored by the Environmental Health Manager.


Integrated Health & Social Care Scheme


Nicola informed members that the private sector partner in LIFTCo who is a 60% shareholder is selling their shares.  Nicola advised that it is anticipated that the preferred bidder will complete in mid August and then undertake financial modelling on the scheme hence the delay in submission of the Outline Business Case (OBC).  Work is ongoing to complete and submit the OBC which is now anticipated mid November with Cabinet approval in October. 

All associated documentation is underway or completed for purpose of OBC.
 
A questions and answer session took place.

Town Centre


Q.  West Precinct is it the supermarket proposed for the top or
                            bottom?

A.  Both, top and bottom.  Boyes will remain and there will be car
                           parking.


Q.  Problem with car parking in Kingsway.

A.  I will look into this.


Q.  Is the ramp going to be repaired and re-opened?


A.  Yes as the public consultation stated they would like the ramp to


      be in operation.  I will check with Stockland on timescales.
Q. Will the car park be Health & Safety assessed and re-opened?

A. I will look into this further.

Q. What will happen to Moss & Campbell within the West Precinct?

A. I am not sure at this moment but they will be relocated.



Q.  In respect of the Forum is it definitely going to be delayed as the 

      news stated that it was on track?


A.  I have been advised that there is at present a delay but

                           contractors will try and pull this back a bit.
Cllr Mike Smith stated that he had visited the Forum site and it was unbelievable the problems encounted when the contractors commenced work.

Billingham House
Cllr Paul Smith stated that the fencing is not in place. Residents living within the area have approached him and have stated the building is an eyesore and fear that is how it is going to be. Concerns have been raised that nothing will be done until someone is seriously injured or killed.
Cllr O’Donnell stated that the fencing is disgraceful and 5 children have been reported playing on the top floor of the building.  The situation is not getting any better. Cllr Mike Smith stated that security is a real problem. 

Tim stated that maybe the option for demolition may come forward.  The Executive Officer asked if this was a possibility as this has not appeared to be in the frame in the past due to cost?  Tim stated it is an option as residents are totally fed up of the situation.  

Q.  Who is responsible for security of the site?
A.  Bizzy B are responsible for security of the site.

Q.  Have Bizzy B and Python been informed that they have been

                           given too much time to sort this out?

A. Timescales show that this needs addressing forthwith. This would have been a great project if it had gone ahead.

Q. Is it still £1 million for demolitation?

A. No it is more near the £450/500 thousand threshold.

Q. Will rate payers have the liability?



A.  The money could be re-cooped from demolition, from the sale 


      of land or grant aid for GONE (Government Office North East).


Cllr Mike Smith stated that Python would need interest from a large investor to move in but due to economic downfall the original proposal is not likely.

At this point Nicola introduced Tim Gibson to members.  Tim has worked in regeneration at Stockton Borough Council for 29 years.  He will be looking after the Integrated Health & Social Care Scheme in the absence of Louise McDonald who is currently on Maternity Leave.


Tim informed members that a new partner is coming in on the Integrated Health & Social Care Scheme.  

The Executive Officer asked who is the 3rd party? Tim confirmed that the company is called CVM who have delivered some excellent health projects in nearby areas.

It was resolved:


The update from Nicola is accepted.


Nicola & Tim were thanked for attending the meeting.

546/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No questions from members of the public.              

547/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 29th JUNE 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 29th June 2010.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

548/10
MATTER ARISING – from the minutes (discussion only)


None.
549/10  
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 

ON  8th JULY 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 8th July 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
              
recommendations made by the committee are to be accepted.

550/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Services & Amenities Committee on 8th July 2010
             
SA114/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Grit bins.  Cllr
             
Mike Smith gave members an update on the current criteria for grit bins following a meeting he had attended at the Regeneration Committee, Stockton Borough Council.  Cllr Mike Smith informed members that due to the harsh winter last year there will be a national shortage of salt. 

There is an element of priority as Stockton Borough Council did last winter and need to be careful with salt reserves. In respect of gritting roads it currently costs £22 per tonne Stockton Borough Council will still pay this due to agreement but it would now cost 3 times this.  Currently Stockton Borough Council has 316 grit bins in place, Hartlepool has 100. In line with new criteria numbers will decrease to 123.  Stockton Borough Council cannot put out more grit bins as providing salt to fill them will be an issue.  Cllr Mike Smith asked how Billingham Town Council could fit in with this. Stockton Borough Council has stated that they cannot force Billingham Town Council but could we consider their set criteria when looking at putting out grit bins.  A report will be going to cabinet shortly.  The new criteria will be discussed at the Services & Amenities Committee meeting so that the project can be re-addressed.


It was resolved:


The update from Cllr Mike Smith is noted.
  
The new criteria from Stockton Borough Council in respect of allocation of grit bins to be discussed at next Services & Amenities Committee, once the report is received.
551/10  
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 8th JULY 2010
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 8th July 2010.

             
It was resolved:

             
The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the
             
recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

552/10  
MATTERS ARISING – from the Finance & Resources Committee on 8th July 2010
             
FR173/10 Donations requests – Billingham Folklore Festival.  The Chair gave a review of the application.


The Executive Officer gave members an update on the turf stolen from Billingham Synthonia Football Club under 7’s (juniors).  The police have advised that this is a problematic area. The Executive Officer asked members if we support or do we tackle the problem before we invest in resurfacing of the football pitch?  Cllr Paul Smith asked if the senior team financially supports the youngsters?  The Executive Officer advised that she had spoken to Nicky Brown, Club Chairman and he stated that the (under 7’s) have their own accounts and do not receive any financial support from the seniors.  

The Chair asked members if they wished to sponsor the resurfacing of the football pitch.  The Executive Officer informed members that there is an article in the Community Newspaper regarding this.  Cllr Mike Smith felt that we should not give into the people who took the turf.  Cllr McCall felt that we should support the purchase of the turf as the youngsters will not have anywhere to play football.


At this point the Chair asked members to vote on the proposal to invest in the purchase of turf to re-surface the football pitch. Cllr Atkinson stated that it would show faith in our youngsters.  A vote was taken and the majority vote was to purchase the turf for resurfacing of the football pitch at Billingham Synthonia Football club – cost £160.

Members voted on the proposal to donate £2,500 towards the family day concert at Billingham International Folklore Festival on 8th August 2010.  All agreed with the proposal.

It was resolved:


Billingham Town Council to sponsor resurfacing of football pitch at Billingham Synthonia Football Club - £160.


Donation of £2,500 to be made to Billingham Folklore Festival to pay for drumming workshop/arts & crafts and towards the family concert.


At this point Cllr Stoker left the meeting.

553/10
TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES FOR BILLINGHAM ENVIRONMENTAL LINK PROJECT (BELP) AND BILLINGHAM LEGACY FUND (BLF)


As discussed at the last Town Council meeting nominations were requested by Kevin Pitt for two representatives of Billingham Town Council to become members of the BELP and BLF board.

In respect of the BELP Cllr O’Donnell was proposed and seconded.   All members were in favour.


In respect of the BLF Cllr McCoy was proposed and Cllr Mike Smith with Cllr McCall as alternatives.  All members were in favour.


It was resolved:


Cllr O’Donnell is accepted to represent Billingham Town Council on  the BELP board and Cllr McCoy on the BLF board with Cllr Mike Smith & Cllr McCall as alternatives.


At this point Cllrs Mike Smith & Jean O’Donnell left the meeting.
554/10  
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously 
  
circulated) and detailed in Services & Amenities minutes.

             
In respect of the Community Newspaper Cllr Paul Smith would like 


to see sports groups more involved i.e. cricket.  Cllr Paul Smith will 


assist with sports groups re: funding/advertising in newspaper. 
              
It was reported that the Chair of Billingham North Residents 



Association has complimented the Community Newspaper.
            
It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

555/10  
FINANCE
             
Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.

             
The Executive Officer informed members that an invoice has been received from the Billingham Community Newspaper for £1,000 for distribution costs for the second edition of the Community Newspaper.
            
It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

                 Cheques were signed by authorised signatories.
                 Invoice from Billingham Community Newspaper is approved.
                 
556/10  
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.
             
Queries were raised on the following planning applications:


The Executive Officer informed members that objections have been forwarded to Stockton Borough Council in respect of planning application 10/1684/COU 123 Station Road, Billingham proposal: Change of use from A1 Retail to A5 Hot Food Take Away with extract/filtration ducting to rear.

The Executive Officer gave members further information on the size of the extension to the nursery area in respect of planning application 10/1705/FUL Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Primary School, Rievaulx Avenue, Billingham,  Proposal: extension to nursery area.  Members had no further comments on this proposal.

The Executive Officer gave an update on the planning proposal for Grow How Stores, New Road, Billingham.  Members were informed that a traffic survey has been undertaken for the application.  Cllr Milner stated that schools need to be considered within Marsh House Avenue, with regards to traffic impact.  


Cllr Atkinson raised concerns in respect of planning application 10/1753/FUL 232 Cotswold Crescent, Billingham, TS23 2QN. Proposal: erection of four bedroom dwelling house.  Further information is to be obtained on this application.


It was resolved   


The queries be noted and the Executive Officer to inform Stockton 


Borough Council accordingly.
557/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
The meeting will be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for public
            
participation.


 
No questions from members of the public.
           
Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.
558/10  
CORRESPONDENCE


  
The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· County Durham & Cleveland Training Partnership -  



Risk Management Training – Thursday 16th September 



2010
· Fracture Clinic – Theatre company based in Billingham -

   

New projects

· Stockton Borough Council – IYSS Youth Bus/Central Holidays – weekly activities calendar Billingham 2010



Cllr Paul Smith reported that following a request to remove 



overgrown shrubbery and bushes at Belasis Avenue work has 


commenced by Care For Your Area.



The Chair reported that the proposal for speed bumps at 



Wallington/Longfellow Road is for 7 speed bumps.  The cost for 2 


speed bumps is £9,000.  The Chair advised that if people have 


problems with speeding to contact the police.  


The Executive Officer mentioned the Councillor vacancy to 



Billingham Town Council, the closing date of the vacancy is 28th 


July 2010 for a by-election, then it will be co-option if no election is 


called. 


The Executive Officer informed members that the Town Council will 

be having a major presence at, particularly that we are the main 


sponsors of the Billingham Carnival & Garden Show to be 



held on 11th & 12th September 2010.  The Executive Officer asked 


members for there availability to help out at the event on our PR 


stand.  Cllr Mockler stated that she would be available to help out 


on the Saturday. 
559/10  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 21st September 2010.
             
There being no further business the meeting was closed.


No meeting in August.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
PAGE  
1

