Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday 19th October 2010
6.00 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Colin Pollard (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Christopher Bieda, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy, Jane Metcalfe, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell &  Michael Smith
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, Sue Skilbeck & Paul Smith
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
Notetaker:
Vicky Lloyd, Office Co-ordinator
In Attendance:
Danielle Barnes

Programme Manager – Know 




How North East

Nicola Garnham

Regeneration Officer - Stockton 




Borough Council


Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association
580/10
NOTICE OF MEETING


  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.
581/10  
APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE


  
To receive any apologies of absence.


  
Apologies were received from Councillors James Dickinson, Alan 


Gallimore, Sue Skilbeck & Paul Smith 

582/10  
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
           
The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

           
No declarations were made at this point.
583/10  
DANIELLE BARNES, Programme Manager – Know How North East 
             
Danielle was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on Know How North East (KHNE).

Danielle informed members that KHNE is a third sector not-for-profit company with charitable status. KHNE currently run four Community Resource Centres at the Clarences, Newtown, Norton Grange and Low Grange in Billingham. The Community Resource Centres provide bases for the delivery of services that respond to local need around health, worklessness, training, public safety, childcare and family support. Danielle informed members that the current programme of action for KHNE includes the delivery of the Communities Fund programme for Billingham and Norton.   A town-wide youth employment initiative for young people who are not in employment, education or training, and with the Corner House Youth Project a 650 place youth intervention project.  In addition working in partnership with the Youth Crime Action (YCAP), NEET, Get On In Life Project (GOIL) and Future Jobs Fund programmes.

Danielle gave members an update on Low Grange Community Resource Centre. The IT suite has been upgraded with 10 new computers.  A manager has been appointed to oversee the day to day running of the centre.  The centre is currently delivering courses in Health & Social Care in conjunction with Stockton Riverside College and Prior Pursglove College.  A Community Job shop is open to the public to obtain support with CV writing and interview techniques.

Danielle informed members that KHNE have been developing and delivering the Clarences Strategic Plan working with a range of professionals to tackle issues in the area such as crime, housing and youth which has been supported by the Clarences Resident Action Group. To date the group has produced some notable results including the installation of a new play area, establishment of a joint work programme between Tristar and KHNE to manage some of the gardens and landscaped areas in the Clarences.  

Following partnership working between residents, KHNE, Tristar and Police there has been an installation of five CCTV cameras tackling crime and disorder in the area resulting in the issue of a number of demoted tenancies and arrests.


Danielle informed members that KHNE have in conjunction with  Billingham Environmental Link Project (BELP) employed a Project Manager to lead on the Clarences Community Farm development.  The long term plan is to establish a Centre For Excellence on the Clarences Farm site which following agreement from Stockton Borough Council is being transferred to KHNE.  This will enable the delivery of work based and vocational training relative to the emerging recycling and energy industries surrounding the community.   A Horticulture Manager has been employed to lead on the development of agriculture and horticultural based training for Communities Fund clients utilising the Clarences Allotment as a training base for delivery of services.

Danielle informed members that KHNE are also working in partnership with Groundwork’s River Corridors Project who are based at the Clarences Community Resource Centre exploring opportunities for the delivery of a programme of environmental work in the Clarences to make improvements to the local environment.  This will create a range of training and development opportunities. A team of 15 people are due to commence employment through the Future Jobs Fund.

A questions and answers session took place.

Q.  In respect of the Clarences Strategic Development Plan it

                           mentions an issue with negative benefits for families with
                           difficulties. There is no reflection of the new structure and
                           resources given by Social Care team at Stockton Borough
                           Council?
A. This is slightly out of date. Support is demonstrated

      through partnerships with Sure Start and a pre nursery

      programme for all 2 year olds.
Q. The newsletter states that a lot of work is currently being undertaken by KHNE but no reference to Stockton Borough Council?
A. The Strategic Plan is approved by Stockton Borough Council maybe reference needs to be made on the heading page of the newsletter that this is delivered with Stockton Borough Council.  
Q. How is KHNE constituted?

A. KHNE is limited by guarantee a not for profit company with

     charitable status. KHNE has a Board of Directors with members
     of the community who sit on the board and steer the direction of

     the company.

Q.  Is there a member who sits on the Board from Billingham?

A. No however KHNE would welcome a member to sit on the Board representing Billingham.



Q.  Where does KHNE funding come from?  What about 



      sustainability and what would happen to KHNE assets if the 


      company folded?



A.  KHNE does not rely solely on funding they generate a majority  

                (95%) gaining delivery contracts which generates income.  The 
`
     money is then re-invested back into the communities we work 


     with.  KHNE is currently delivering a £2.24M Communities Fund 


     programme and a  £126K town-wide youth employment initiative 

     for young people who are not in employment funded by the 


     YCAP programme. We have long term leases on buildings with 


     local council providers.


Q.  How many members sit on the Board?


A.   Three members sit on the Board.


Q.   The main source of your funding is the Communities Fund 


       programme which is due to expire in a year what happens 


       after this?


A.   KHNE is looking at small scale programmes with Stockton 


      Borough Council and bidding for smaller projects.  We will be 


      looking to be the prime deliverer of new employability 



      programmes.


Q.  What are the land based skills?



A.  These involve fencing, footpath’s and nature reserve.


Q.  KHNE has employed a Horticulture Manager to deliver training

                 why hasn’t the college done this?


A.  The colleges are the accreditation body.  The Horticultural 


      Manager leads the site.



Q.  The manager has developed the programme on the land base 


      qualification.  Why do the colleges do the accreditation/ 



      paperwork?



A.  It depends on the college.  The manager establishes the 



      programme of work.


Q.  Transport seems to be an issue within the Clarences what 


      happened to the free bus to Asda?


A.  This ran a couple of times with limited success.  We currently 


      have 140 people on the programme and transport is hindering 


      their ability to access work.  KHNE needs to look at gaps and 


      address transport issues and explore the possibility of utilising 


      KHNE minibuses.


Q.  Could you employ someone to drive the buses?


A.  I am wanting to develop a steering group to address transport 


      issues.



A member stated that a free bus was offered by the transport 


section at Stockton Borough Council however insurance for the bus 

and a place to store the vehicle was a problem. 
      

A.  Do you have an extended Business Plan?


Q.  Yes for the next five years.


It was resolved


The update from Danielle is accepted.

Danielle was thanked for attending the meeting.

584/10  
NICOLA GARNHAM, Regeneration Officer – Stockton Borough Council


Nicola was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.

Billingham Town Centre
Stockland continue negotiations for a potential foodstore operator in the West Precinct.  Repair works on the spiral ramp should be complete by the end of October/early November.  Refurbishment works on the external fabric of block 11 (Dorothy Perkins/Town Centre Manager block) are due to commence.  In addition the tender process is underway for the provision of temporary public toilets in a vacant unit within the West Precinct.  Stockland are in the process of producing a newsletter to update residents on a monthly basis.

Nicola informed members that the planning application submitted by Yuill homes for 43 dwellings on the former College site adjacent to the Town Centre incorporating an area identified for future retail use on the corner of The Causeway/Finchale Avenue has been approved. Nicola informed members that a planning application for a foodstore operator next to Argos within the Town Centre will be submitted next week to Stockton Borough Council.

A questions and answer session took place.

Q.  Do Stockland plan to place the new supermarket near the
      Billingham Arms Hotel. I thought the location was the

      West Precinct?
A. Stockland are looking at locating Aldi within the Town Centre
      and options of having two anchor stores within the Town

      Centre are being considered.
Q. Is there any problems attracting a store to the West Precinct?

A. The current economic climate is the only problem in discussions.

Q. What will happen if there is no interest?

A. There is interest from retailers wishing to be in the Town Centre.


Billingham House



The refurbishment plan for Billingham House has not materialised 


therefore, Stockton Borough Council are committed to demolition of 

the building.  Preliminary site assessments are starting so a 



demolition contract can be put out to tender.


Billingham Forum



Members of Billingham Town Council have received a tour of the 


Forum.  Therefore no further updates.


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility


Stockton Borough Council is continuing to work with the PCT to 


progress the Integrated Health & Social Care facility.  The Outline 


Business Case will be presented to cabinet in December and then 


forwarded to the Department of Health for approval.
              
It was resolved:

The update from Nicola is accepted.


Nicola was thanked for attending the meeting.

 585/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIAPTION


The meeting was adjourned for 15 minutes to allow public participation.

Kevin Bowler asked Danielle who sits on the Board of KHNE.   Kevin stated 3 sitting on a Board is a small representation for a large area. Danielle informed members that the company has undergone a re-structure and it was not the intention to have only 3 representatives on the Board. However KHNE are looking to expand representation and to look at a representative from Billingham to sit on the Board.

Kevin asked Nicola about the planning application for Yuill homes on the same site as Aldi. Nicola confirmed that the application for Aldi will go before the planning committee on 17th November 2010.

A member of the public stated the name of the proposed food operator for West Precinct in Billingham Town Centre from information received from Stockland.

At this point Danielle Barnes and Nicola Garnham left the meeting.
586/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21st SEPTEMBER 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 21st September 2010.


The Chair asked members if the next Town Council meeting could be amended to 23rd November 2010 and not the 16th November as previously stated.  All members agreed.

A member raised a query in respect of accuracy of the minutes from the Finance & Resources Committee on 9th September 2010.   FR183/10 Recommendations from Services & Amenities Committee in respect of the planning application for Aldi Stores page 10.  The paragraph reads in respect of Aldi: A vote was taken.  The outcome being that 2 members are in favour of the application and 5 members oppose the application.  The majority vote is to oppose this application.  The member stated that two votes are missing but the minutes state that all 13 members were present.

The Executive Officer stated that not everyone had voted due to the fact that four members left the room.

A member queried page 6 565/10 Co-option for vacancy for Councillor in North Ward, Billingham.  It states that a closed vote took place (at the request of two members prior to the meeting).  The member asked why the names of the individuals who requested the vote had not been identified.  The Executive Officer advised that under Parish Council regulations this does not have to be disclosed.  A member stated that the minutes did not refer to a fourth applicant.  The Executive Officer stated that this is mentioned in the paragraph above.  The Executive Officer informed members that the applicant did not acknowledge any phone calls or letters sent by the office regarding his attendance at the co-option.

Members agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of proceedings.


It was resolved:


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings (with amendments noted).

587/10
MATTER ARISING – from the minutes (discussion only)


No matters arising.

588/10  
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 

ON  7th OCTOBER 2010 – Any matters arising from 



recommendations
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 7th October 2010.


The Chair informed members of an error on page 6 SA138/10 Proposal to change Chairmans status to Town Mayor.   The Chair asked members to take a vote on the proposal. Three members voted for the status of Chairman to remain and two members voted to change the Chairmans status to Town Mayor.

The paragraph should read four members voted for the status of Chairman to remain and 3 members voted to change the Chairmans status to Town Mayor.


A member stated that on page 3 SA136/10 Simon Towers, NPL Estates – update on anhydrite mine.  Paragraph reads Cllr McCoy stated that Stockton Borough Council has a policy of where tankers are permitted to stop overnight when needed.  Should read “Cllr McCoy stated that there is a legal requirement that tankers are required to stop overnight if needed after a 4 hour journey”.

In respect of item SA138/10 Proposal to change Chairmans status to Town Mayor – page 5.  The Chair gave members an overview of the recommendations from the Services & Amenities Committee that in accordance with Local Council Administration he can elect to be called Town Mayor.


A member proposed that the Chairman retain his current status.  This was seconded by another member.  At this point the Chair asked members to vote on the proposal.  All members voted in favour for the current status of the Chairman to remain.


The Chair asked members to vote on the recommendation to look at some sort of regalia to acknowledge the Chairman and Vice Chairmans status at civic events and functions.  All members voted in favour of this proposal.

The Chair gave members an update on SA139/10 Projects. The proposal to provide additional salt bins within residential areas.  Requests have been reviewed by Care For Your Area and our proposals/sites for salt bins have been assessed and do not meet the criteria for allocation of a salt bin.  There is an element of priority with salt reserves which means that it is not practical to put out additional salt bins. Taking these considerations into account members felt that a recommendation be made that Billingham Town Councils proposal to place extra salt bins within Billingham this winter be put on hold. All members agreed with the recommendation.
             
It was resolved:

             
The recommendations made by the committee are to be accepted.

The Chairman to retain his current status.  Appropriate regalia to be purchased to acknowledge and highlight Chairman & Vice Chairman at civic events/functions.

The update on salt bins is accepted.  
589/10  
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 7th OCTOBER 2010 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL FOR RATIFICATION.

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee held on 7th October 2010.

It was resolved


The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
590/10  
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 7th OCTOBER 2010 – Any matters arising from recommendations
             
Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 7th October 2010.


FR189/10 Monthly Schedule of Accounts & Quarter End Financial summary for approval.  The Chair gave members an overview of the recommendation from the Finance & Resources Committee with regards a working group be set up with Councillors Skilbeck and McCall to work with the Chair and Executive Officer to provide a draft budget for 2010/2011 to bring to full Town Council.  All members agreed with proposal.

FR191/10 Donation requests.  The Chair gave members an overview of the recommendation of a donation of £250 to Billingham Town Juniors Under 8’s football team.  This is a newly formed team which requires a little assistance in setting up costs.  All members agreed with recommendation.


Members discussed the donation request of £250 for Silhouettes Jazz Band.  The Executive Officer informed members that the jazz band has achieved “world class” status.  The band has already won the Northumberland and Boarded Championships and the United Counties Championships and travelling costs are escalating due to travelling to compete in major competitions.  A member stated that it is fantastic that Billingham has a jazz band with “world class” status and proposed that the donation be increased to £500 to reward the bands efforts.  This was seconded by another member.  The Executive Officer advised members that currently there is money in the budget to do this.  A member stated that the jazz band can also apply to the Mayor’s fund for a donation.


The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal of increasing the donation request to £500.  All members agreed with the proposal.

FR192/10 Projects/Events update from Services & Amenities Committee – page 7.  The Chair gave members an overview on the recommendations from the Services & Amenities Committee in respect of the Clarences allotment project.  The Executive Officer informed members that Billingham Town Council are still waiting to hear from Stockton Borough Council in respect of the allotment strategy and the identified sites. The Executive Officer informed members that there is currently an allocation of £3,000 in the budget for allotment provision. This proposal would be for the installation of a water supply (as a one off payment).  A member has raised concerns over vandalism at the site.

A member stated that High Clarences School has an allotment at which children and family members are involved with.  However why haven’t other partner organisations and colleges been asked to contribute to the water supply?     

The Executive Officer advised that she has spoken to the BELP and they have not approached KHNE as it is a community project and BELP have already invested money in purchasing the land for horticulture projects.  BELP has approached the Executive Officer to see if Billingham Town Council could assist with the project. The member stated that Danielle talked about the training that KHNE and the Horticulture Manager are involved with so why are these partners not contributing.  The Executive Officer stated that she would query this as such concerns were not raised at the Services & Amenities Committee.

The Executive Officer advised that if the larger proposed site at Seal Sands goes ahead this would mean a large funding bid would be required.  Therefore the small amount currently in our budget could help an allotment project that needs help now. 


The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal to fund the water supply at Clarences allotment project.  Six members were in favour of the proposal.  The remaining members raised concerns.  It was suggested that the Chairman and Vice Chairman discuss the concerns with BELP. If satisfied with the explanations then approval be given to fund the water supply at the Horticultural Centre at Clarences allotment.  

FR194/10 Other business. The Chair informed Council of the recommendation from the Finance & Resources Committee with regards to staff using their motor vehicles for Council business but not covered by insurance.  Two members stated that it is normal practice that when individuals use a car for business purposes the individual must insure themselves. A member asked if it is stated in the job description that it is a necessary requirement. The Executive Officer confirmed that it is not stated in the job description.  It was also mentioned that as Chairman/Vice Chairman use their vehicles to attend civic functions then their insurance cover should be checked.

The Chair asked members to vote on the proposal to pay an insurance premium for staff using private motor vehicles for Billingham Town Council business.  Nine members voted in favour of the proposal and one member abstained. 

The Chair asked if members were happy with the recommendation to pay an extra £1000 to Billingham Community Newspaper Group for Billingham Town Council to have the coloured centre pages for the November edition of the Community Newspaper to highlight the Traditional Christmas Event.  All members agreed.

The Chair gave members an update on the contractual increment for the Executive Officer following completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration.  Members agreed with the proposal from the Executive Officer that the increment to be put on hold until next financial year due to the present economic climate.

It was resolved:

             
The recommendations made by committee are to be accepted.

Donation request to Silhouettes Jazz band to be increased to £500.

Proposal for Billingham Town Council to fund the water supply at the Horticultural Centre at Clarences allotment (as one off payment) be accepted subject to questions being answered. 

Insurance premiums to be paid for staff and Chairman/Vice Chairman for using private motor vehicles for Billingham Town Council business.


An extra £1000 to be paid to Billingham Community Newspaper Group for Billingham Town Council to have coloured centre pages for the November edition of the Community Newspaper to highlight the Traditional Christmas Event.


The Executive Officers increment following completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration to be put on hold until next financial year (1st April 2011) due to the present economic climate.
591/10  
AFTER CONSIDERATION, THE MINUTES OF FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 7th OCTOBER 2010 TO BE ACCEPTED BY FULL TOWN COUNCIL
             
Consideration was given to the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee held on 7th October 2010.

It was resolved:


Members agreed the minutes as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

592/10
APPROVAL OF ADDITIONAL MEMBER TO FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Members discussed the proposal for Councillor Bieda to sit on the Finance & Resources Committee.

It was resolved


It was agreed Councillor Bieda to sit on the Finance & Resources Committee. 
593/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT
             
The Executive Officer invited questions from members on projects  


(report previously circulated) and detailed in Services & Amenities 


minutes.

             
The Executive Officer informed members that she had attended 


the A19 Noise Action Group this month, at which she offered 


support to the group with their objective to reduce the noise 



levels on a section of the A19.

            
It was resolved


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

594/10  
FINANCE

Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.


A member asked what the query was on the payment to Stockton Borough Council in respect of enforcement services.  The Executive Officer advised that this was in respect of charges for uniforms which was not part of the agreement.
          
 It was resolved:

            
The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

595/10
BDO – NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF AUDIT  FOR YEAR  END ACCOUNTS 2009/2010

The Executive Officer informed members that the audit for the Year End accounts for 2009/10 has been finalised from BDO.  No matters were arising.  The accounts will be displayed on the website and notices placed in public domain advising dates/times when they can view the documents.

It was resolved


Report from BDO is accepted.

596/10
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS


The Executive Officer informed members that the subscription to the Society of Local Council is due for renewal.  The renewal cost has increased from £189 to £234.  Members approved the renewal of subscription to Society of Local Council Clerks.  

It was resolved

Subscription to Society of Local Council Clerks to be approved.
597/10
ANNUAL RENEWAL OF INSURANCE COVER – ZURICH MUNICIPAL


The Executive Officer advised members that the Zurich Municipal insurance policy is due for renewal on 11th October 2010.  A claim has been made for the vandalised Christmas tree lights in John Whitehead Park.  The premium for the policy has increased from £813 to £890.32.  The Executive Officer informed members that funds are currently within the budget.

The Executive Officer informed members of the following invoice which has been received for payment:


The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal supply of two poppy wreaths. Invoice total:£38. The Executive Officer informed members that as previous years Council has recommended to increase the payment to £50 which includes a donation of £12 in accordance with Section 137 of LGA.

It was resolved


Insurance Policy to be approved for 2010/2011.

The invoice from The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal is approved for payment for £50.00.

598/10  
PLANNING
             
The planning application report (previously circulated) was

             
reviewed/discussed by members.
          
The Executive Officer informed members that an appeal has been received by Stockton Borough Council in respect of Planning application number 10/0961/COU 21 Station Road, change of use to hot food takeaway. The Executive Officer informed members that as requested by members Billingham Town Council would be endorsing our original objections to this application as stated in our letter to Stockton Borough Councils Planning Officer.  Billingham Town Councils objections to this application are for the following reasons:

· The addition of a further hot food takeaway would have an adverse impact on the vitality and viability of the area
· This is a relatively short stretch of shops which supports, in our opinion an excessive amount of food outlets.
· There is a need for diversity and encouragement of a variety of retail outlets which is paramount. 
· The neighbouring retailers would be subject to an increase in smell and litter which in turn could have an impact on their trade (one of which is a bridal shop)
· Parking would be an issue, this is somewhat limited and should another hot food takeaway be granted it is envisaged that there would be an increase in traffic flow and parking in this area



All members were against this application with the exception of one 

member.

It was resolved   


The update from the Executive Officer is noted, the endorsement of 

our ongoing objections to be put forward.
599/10  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

            
The meeting will be adjourned for 5 minutes to allow for public
            
participation.


 
Kevin Bowler asked what would happen to Clarences Farm if the 


KHNE project stopped.  The Executive Officer stated that she had 


been advised that it would transfer back to Stockton Borough  


Council.  


It was resolved:
           
Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.
At this point Councillors Metcalfe & Smith left the meeting (8.35 pm)
600/10  
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer informed members of the following 



correspondence:

· Cleveland Local Councils Association – Minutes of General Meeting held on 29th September 2010
· Motor Neurone Disease Association – Events diary 
· Graham Clinigan, Stockton Borough Council – Update on allotment strategy
· Code of Conduct Guide for Members – Sent to members with guidance on declarations of interest   
· SPS distribution (Teesside) – Report on distribution process of 3rd edition of Billingham Community Newspaper.  Members will be asked to undertake a spot check of 10 homes within their area for receipt of a copy of the newspaper
601/10
OTHER BUSINESS



No other business was discussed.
602/10  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

  
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 23rd November 2010.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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