Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Annual Meeting - Billingham Town Council
Tuesday 19th May 2009
6.30 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Mike Smith (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Colin Pollard, Sharon Scott, Sue Skilbeck and Paul Smith
Apologies:
Apologies were received from, Councillors: Jane Metcalfe (nee Dobson) and Mick Stoker
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Town Clerk

In Attendance:
1 member of the public
Mr Dale Clarke


1 member of press             Mike Blackburn, Evening Gazette

154/09  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2008/09 FOR YEAR OF OFFICE

   Prior to opening the Meeting, the Chairman gave his report for 
 
 
   2008/2009, (copy filed in BTC Office).  He then invited questions from 
  
   those present:


Councillor O’Donnell had one point to make:
i. The report is fair and feels that in a short time the Town Council has come a long way in an extremely busy year.


Councillor McCoy had one point to make:

ii. We are fortunate that the financial world sees Billingham as a good investment with monies being spent on the regeneration of Billingham, John Whitehead Park, Forum and Integrated Health & Social Care facility. 

Mr Clarke made a statement regarding that people in Thornaby felt that 
the consultation process for the redevelopment of the Town Centre had 
not been that good.

Councillor McCoy stated that generally the feeling is that the regenerated 
Thornaby Town Centre has been well received by the public, traders and  
independent councillors. 
          The meeting was then opened and continued with agenda item 2.
155/09
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE COUNCIL YEAR 2009/10

Councillor Skilbeck was proposed and there being no other candidates nominated Councillor Skilbeck was elected as Chairman for the Council year 2009/2010.

The Clerk thanked Councillor Mike Smith for undertaking the role and his contribution, support and guidance to members.

156/09
CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Town Clerk.
At this point Councillor Skilbeck chaired the meeting as elected Chairman.

157/09
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE COUNCIL YEAR 2009/10
Councillor Pollard was proposed and there being no other candidates nominated Councillor Pollard was elected as Vice Chairman for the Council year 2009/2010.

158/09
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were submitted from Councillors: Jane Metcalfe and Mike Stoker.
159/09
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.


No declarations were made.
160/09
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 13TH MAY 2008 (circulated)


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Annual General Meeting on 13th May 2008.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
161/09
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor O’Donnell raised a point in respect of item 151/08 page 6 when the Council gives out money do they leave it to the Finance Committee but bring back to the Council for ratification.  The Chairman asked that this matter be put on hold until the next meeting.  Councillor O’Donnell sought clarification on this matter.


It was resolved:

The Committees make a recommendation which is then considered for ratification at the full Town Council meeting.
162/09
TO SET MEETING DATES FOR 2009/10
The Clerk suggested the suitability of dates for future meetings.

Members discussed this and agreed that meetings be kept to the third Tuesday of the month.
Councillor McCoy gave her apologies for the next meeting.

It was resolved:
The Clerk to circulate a list of meeting dates for 2010 to members.  
163/09

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO:


The Billingham Partnership

Police Liaison Group 
Parish Liaison Group 

Supporters of John Whitehead Park


Safer Billingham Partnership


Northern Area Transport Strategy Group

Currently, Councillor Metcalfe was appointed to the Billingham Partnership but has resigned; Councillor Milner attends the Police Liaison Group, Councillor Atkinson attends the Parish Liaison Group, Town Clerk attends the Safer Billingham Partnership and Councillor Scott attends the Northern Area Transport Strategy Group.
Members discussed and agreed to represent the groups as:   Councillor Mike Smith to the Billingham Partnership, Councillor Milner to the Police Liaison Group, Councillor Atkinson to the Parish Liaison Group, Councillor McCoy to the Supporters of John Whitehead Park with the Town Clerk as reserve, Councillor O’Donnell to the Safer Billingham Partnership and Councillor Scott to the Northern Area Transport Strategy Group.

Councillor Mockler professed an interest in attending the Safer Billingham Partnership meeting.  However as the meetings are held on Thursdays unfortunately due to personal commitments Councillor Mockler stated the she would be unable to attend the meetings.  
At this point Mr Clarke mentioned representation at the Billingham Network Group.

The Clerk advised that she currently represents the Town Council at this meeting.


It was resolved:
The appointment of representatives to working groups agreed.
164/09
REVIEW OF COMMITTEE STRUCTURES



The Clerk advised members that she had been reviewing the 


current Committee Structure.  Members were advised that it would 


be good practice that all 15 members take a seat on a committee 


that they felt they can bring experience and ideas to. 


This will ensure that the full council is playing an active role within 


the recommendation process through the committee then to full 


Town Council for ratification.


The Clerk advised members of the current committee structure as 


the Finance, Development and Environment Committees. The Clerk 

then gave members an overview of the proposed Committee 


Structure for 2009/10.



The new structure would consist of the Finance & Resources 


Committee to replace the current Finance Committee, Services and 

Amenities Committee to incorporate the current Development and 


Environment Committee and a new Complaints & 




Staffing Committee. 


Finance & Resources Committee



Within this structure the Clerk suggested to members that the 


Finance & Resources Committee would address all financial 



aspects of the Town Council’s day to day running.  Also review the 


annual precept and be a review panel for all the Town Council 


policies, including standing orders and code of conduct.



Services and Amenities Committee


The Services and Amenities Committee would incorporate what are 

now the Environment Committee and the Development Committee 


to streamline the structure in relation to: less duplication, more 


members could sit on the committee so if the need arises we could



Sub-committee (or working group) to address events or specific 


projects.



Also we could create new committees to incorporate areas which 


are not being specifically addressed at the present in the committee



structure.



Complaints & Staffing Committee



This Committee will address all employment issues including any 


grievance or disciplinary matters that have been forwarded by the 


Clerk.



Members agreed that the Complaints & Staffing Committee would 


meet on an ad-hoc basis and consists of two teams.



The Clerk advised that the number for each committee need not be 


the same.  Terms of Reference will be drawn up once committees 


are decided.



Members agreed with the proposed committees structure.


Councillor McCoy stated that due to the complexities of 



employment law members who sit on the Complaints & Staffing 


Committee would need formal training for this. 

           
Councillor O’Donnell informed members that Stockton Borough 


Council hold 
training on appeals and complaints.  It would also be 


a good idea to see what training  the Local Councils 




Association offer.



It was resolved:



The proposed Committee structure is approved.

165/09
TO APPOINT COMMITTEES/SUBCOMMITTEES/WORKING 


GROUPS
Members discussed nominations to the Committees/Sub Committees & Working Groups.  It was discussed that the Finance & Resources Committee would consist of Councillors Sue Skilbeck, Colin Pollard, Sharon Scott, James Dickinson and Mike Smith.
The Services and Amenities Committee would consist of Councillors Sue Skilbeck, Eleanor Mockler, Jane Metcalfe, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy, Colin Pollard and Helen  Atkinson. 
The Complaints & Staffing Committee would consist of Councillors Sue Skilbeck, Sharon Scott, Ann McCoy, Mike & Paul Smith and Alan Gallimore.

Councillor Stoker and Metcalfe could float between the Committees. 

It was resolved:

This agenda item to be taken forward to the next Council meeting for resolution.
166/09
TO CONSIDER SUBSCRIPTIONS/RENEWALS TO BE PAID ANNUALLY TO:

The Clerk advised the following:
Zurich Municipal Insurance Policy – the Clerk advised that she had  looked at other insurance companies to ensure best deal for BTC.

National Association of Local Councils and Cleveland Local Councils Association – both beneficial for BTC.

Society of Local Council Clerks – the Clerk has information in relation to costing, but again, beneficial for the Council and the Clerk.


It was resolved:
Insurance Policy to be approved.
Subscriptions to NALC & SLCC be approved, amounts to be 
brought to Finance Committee for recommendation.

167/08
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 21ST APRIL 2009

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 21ST April 2009.

It was resolved:

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

168/09
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of meeting (discussion only)

Councillor McCoy gave members an update following Neil Schneider, Chief Executive of Stockton Borough Council’s presentation on 21st April 2009 item 313/09.  Councillor McCoy advised members that a sum of money has been allocated for events/activities within Billingham when the Forum closes.

Councillor O’Donnell asked for an update on item 317/09 in respect of the Clerks meeting with Mark Telford, Integrated Youth Services Manager, Stockton Borough Council.  The Clerk advised that she had recently met with Mark to discuss the youth provision and youth café within Billingham. The Clerk advised that the Youth Café currently provides two sessions on a Friday & Sunday evening.  The café is also used by external agencies such as Brooke for sexual health matters and other voluntary groups. The Town Council are proposing to fund extra sessions but would wish to enter into a Service Level Agreement to ensure value for money.  
It was resolved:

The Clerk to draw up a proposal for the next Town Council meeting.
169/09
MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON 14TH MAY 2009


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Development Committee on 14th May 2009.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

170/09
MATTERS ARISING – from the Development Committee on 14th May 2009

Councillor McCoy advised on item DC57/09 Enforcement Officers that it is good news that recent figures show that crime within the area is 43% down over a five year period and that the Tees Valley is one of the most safest areas in live in. 


The Chairman advised members on the issue of exploring the possibility of additional Enforcement Officer hours within the Town.  The Committee decided not to pursue with this following the information provided by Councillor McCoy.  However this would be subject to review.


The Clerk advised members that she had discussed with Louise Mc Donald, Regeneration Manager at Stockton Borough Council Enforcement Officer provision.


Councillor Scott stated that she felt the more Enforcement provision the better.  This is due to the fact that she had recently attended a resident association meeting when police officers informed residents that crime is on the up within Billingham.

The Chair proposed that the Council to review additional Enforcement Officer provision in three months time when the new figures are released. 


It was resolved:


Enforcement Officer provision to be reviewed in three months time pending crime rate figures.
171/09
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD ON 14TH MAY 2009


Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance Committee on 14th May 2009.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

172/09
MATTERS ARISING – from the Finance Committee on 14th May 2009


Councillor Mike Smith raised an issue in respect of item FIN52/09 in respect of the Billingham Charity Trophy that members feel unable to recommend a donation to the event due to lack of evidence in line with the Town Council’s Donation Policy.


Councillor Smith stated that the event brings together six different sports groups who could have each requested a donation.  Would the Town Council be recinding the previous recommendation of a donation of £250?  


The Clerk advised that she would be writing to the Billingham Charity Trophy to confirm that currently the application does not meet the criteria of the Town Councils Donation Policy.  This is due to the fact that audited accounts have not been forwarded.  However this does not mean that they cannot re-submit the request. The Chair advised members that everyone is considered equally.  


Councillor Pollard stated that the Committee look to give donations which specifically benefit the community and felt that this event supports a national charity and therefore does therefore not directly benefit the community.

173/09
ADOPTION OF NEW & REVIEWED POLICIES
The Clerk thanked members who had taken the time to comment on the draft policies which had been circulated for review prior to the AGM.

Members were advised that the following policies had been approved at the Town Council meeting on 21st April 2009:

   
General Donations Policy

Model Publication Policy 


Internal & External Audit

The Clerk sought approval from members to ratify and adopt the following policies:


Equal Opportunities & Diversity


Risk Management Policy


Risk Management Strategy


Grievance Policy & Procedure


Financial Regulations


Health & Safety


Reviewed Standing Orders


It was resolved:
The polices be ratified and adopted by the Town Council.
174/09
FINANCE
Members considered the year end accounts for 2009/10 signed by 
the Chairman.
Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously 
circulated.

It was resolved:

The year end accounts for 2009/10 be accepted.

The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

175/09
ANNUAL UPDATE REPORT FROM COMMITTEES FOR 2008/09
The Chair gave members an update on projects undertaken by the Development Committee in 2008/09 which include the following:

· Christmas 2008 The Town Council delivered their first Traditional Christmas Event, in John Whitehead Park which although it was bad weather proved to be very successful.
· Newsletter – Spring edition of the Town Council newsletter was well received and the Council have had a lot of positive feedback from this.
Projects currently being undertaken:
· Christmas Event 2009

· Allotments/Gardening Scheme (acquiring land to provide more allotment space)

· 2009 Christmas Card & 2010 Calendar



As Chair of the Environment Committee Councillor McCall gave 


members an update on projects undertaken by the Environment 


Committee in 2008/09.  These included the following:

· 15 flower tubs placed in areas around Billingham (phase 1)

· Installation of extra litter bins throughout Billingham incorporating suggested areas from our residents

· Installation of dog waste bins throughout Billingham incorportaing suggestions areas from our residents

· Entrance signs to be placed at 8 entrances into Billingham, these are in addition to the Stockton on Tees signs and will show the Town Council logo along with “welcome to Billingham”.



It was resolved:



The annual update reports from the committee are accepted.
176/09

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION




The meeting will be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for 



public participation.




Mr Clarke stated that there is currently a waiting list of 60 



people for allotments.  He had been advised that the list had 



been stopped.




The Clerk advised that she will check this with the allotment 



association.


Mr Clarke advised that at the Town Council meeting held on 
17th March 2009 a member of the public 
who was disabled 
was trying to gain access to the meeting. Unfortunately they 
were unable to do so as there was not a ramp in place for 
disabled access on the side where the car park is. Mr 
Clarke 
advised members that the lady was from an disabled 
organisation which goes around premises to check disabled 
access.  Mr Clarke suggested that on the agenda which is 
circulated prior to meetings we include wording to advise 
people who to contact should they require disabled  access.

The Clerk advised that she had taken this issue up with 
Stockton Borough Council. 

Mr Clarke asked if car parking charges are going to be 
introduced into Billingham.  The Clerk advised that she 
had taken this issue up with Neil Schneider and he was not 
aware of this.


Councillor McCoy advised that the policy still stands for free 
parking outside Stockton.


Mike Blackburn, Reporter from the Evening Gazette asked 
the Chairman to comment on the petition received by a local 
pharmacist from Billingham Health Centre.  This was in 
respect of utter frustration at the lack of activity by the 
Council and Local Authority to improve the appearance of 
Billingham Town Centre.


The Clerk advised that the petition had been passed onto 
 
Regeneration at Stockton Borough Council. Once she had 
received a directive from Stockton Borough Council 
members will be advised.   


It was resolved:


Mr Clarke and Mike Blackburn were thanked for attending 
the meeting and for raising the matters which will be 
addressed.

177/09

DATE OF NEXT MEETING



The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 16th June 2009.


There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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