Billingham Town Council 
Minutes of Annual Meeting - Billingham Town Council

Tuesday 18th May 2010
6.30 p.m.

Council Chamber, Billingham

Present:
Councillor Sue Skilbeck (Chairman)

Councillors; Helen Atkinson, James Dickinson, Ray McCall,  Ann McCoy, Jane Metcalfe, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell,  Sharon Scott, Mike Smith, Paul Smith & Mick Stoker
Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillors: Alan Gallimore, Colin Pollard
Official:
Dianne Rickaby, Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Nicola Garnham

Regeneration Officer, Stockton 




Borough Council


Graham Barker

Manager – Shaw Trust Stockton Kevin Bowler


North Billingham Residents 




Association

Graham Robertson

North Billingham Residents 




Association

495/10  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2009/10 FOR YEAR OF OFFICE

   Prior to opening the meeting, the Chairman gave her report for 
 
 
   2009/2010, (copy filed in BTC Office).  She then invited questions from 
  
   those present.

   No questions were asked.

             The meeting was then opened and continued with agenda item 2.
   496/10
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE COUNCIL YEAR 2010/11
The Executive Officer asked for nominations for Chairman to Billingham Town Council for 2010/11.  Nominations were put forward for Cllr Mike Smith & Cllr Colin Pollard.  The Executive Officer advised that as per Standing Orders she had been requested by 2 members that a signed ballot be used in the event of more than 1 nomination being received.
As this was the case, members were asked to vote by ballot for either Cllr Mike Smith or Cllr Colin Pollard.  The voting slips were presented to the Executive Officer who counted the votes.  Out of 13 members present, 6 votes were for Cllr Colin Pollard, 6 votes for Cllr Mike Smith and 1 member abstained.

As the votes were equal the presiding Chairman had the casting vote, which went to Cllr Colin Pollard, who was then duly elected as Chairman to Billingham Town Council for 2010/11.

The Executive Officer thanked Councillor Sue Skilbeck for undertaking the role of Chairman and her contribution, support and guidance to members.

497/10
CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Due to Cllr Pollard not being in attendance at the meeting the  Declaration of Acceptance of Office was not signed.  The Executive Officer advised that she would ask Cllr Pollard to attend the office to sign the declaration.
 498/10
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF BILLINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE COUNCIL YEAR 2010/11
Councillor Ray McCall was proposed by 1 member and seconded by another, and two members proposed/seconded Cllr Scott for the role of Vice Chairman for 2010/11.  The Chairman asked members to take a ballot vote.  Eight members voted for Cllr McCall and five members voted for Cllr Scott.  Cllr McCall was elected as Vice Chairman for the council year 2010/2011.

The Vice Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Executive Officer.


At this point in the absence of the elected Chairman Cllr McCall chaired the meeting as elected Vice Chairman.
499/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were submitted from Councillors: Alan Gallimore & Colin Pollard.
500/10
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.


At this point Cllr Mike Smith declared a non-prejudicial interest on planning application 10/0961/COU 21 Station Road, Billingham (formerly Three Cooks Bakery/Sandwich shop) for a proposal of change of use to Hot Food Takeaway. Cllr Mike Smith objecting on behalf of local residents. 
501/10
REGENERATION UPDATE – Nicola Garnham, Stockton Borough Council


Nicola was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update on regeneration matters.

Billingham Town Centre

Nicola informed members that the master plan for the Town Centre has been signed off by the Chief Executive at Stockton Borough Council.  Nicola will email the Executive Officer the broad principles of the plan for members to view.  Nicola informed members that work is currently taking place to install the 20 CCTV cameras throughout the Town Centre. Nicola also informed members that a group made up of various interested partner groups has been set up to look at anti-social behaviour within the Town Centre.  Nicola informed members that Denise has been pro-active and is looking at a Christmas tree and future events for the Town Centre following the Easter event which was recently organised, and which proved to be successful.  

A questions and answers session took place.


Q.  Can Stockton Borough Council do anything to repair the toilets?

      within the Town Centre? I have been informed that they are
                            beyond repair and Denise is possibly looking at port-a-cabins.


A.  Nicola will speak to Denise Jeffrey for an update.


Cllr Atkinson stated that the toilets have been out of order for some time.  A key is available for use of the disabled toilet.

Q. Can radar keys be made available for the toilets so members of
     the public can access more than one key?.

Q. Was anything stated in the plans prior to the Town Centre being sold to Stockland in respect of toilet facilities?.

A. As part of the redevelopment plans Stockland will provide 
      toilet facilities above ground level.


Billingham House



Nicola gave members an update on Billingham House and 



informed members that Officers continue to work with Python to 


progress their refurbishment proposals.  


At this point a question was raised about the inadequate fencing 


around Billingham House. Cllr Mike Smith gave an update that 


Bizzy Bee have been issued with an order to undertake repairs to 


the perimeter fence.


Forum


Nicola circulated some pictures to members showing progress of 


works to the Forum.   Nicola informed members that the contractors 

have reported that the ice rink roof has corroded and a dehumidifier 

is needed, further works on this are required.


Integrated Health & Social Care Facility


Nicola informed members that Officers have been looking at initial 


design plans and which services will be best located to each within 


the building and interactions with the library and customer services.  

It is anticipated that the outline business case will be completed 


in summer 2010 and subject to gaining the necessary approvals 


e.g. Cabinet and the Strategic Health Authority, will be submitted to 


the Department of Health for assessment in early autumn.  


Nicola informed members that Billingham Community Centre on the 

Causeway will be retained.  It is planned that the extra care facility 


will be placed on the existing car park with parking behind the 


community centre. Nicola informed members that car parking 


spaces will be addressed within the plans. 



John Whitehead Park



No further updates.



It was resolved:

The update from Nicola is accepted.


Nicola was thanked for attending the meeting.
502/10
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 19th MAY 2009 (circulated)


Consideration was given to the minutes of the Annual General Meeting on 19th May 2009.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.
503/10
MATTERS ARISING

None.
504/10
TO SET MEETING DATES FOR 2010/11
The Executive Officer circulated to members a list of dates for future Town Council and committee meetings for 2010/2011. 
Members discussed this and agreed that meetings be kept in accordance with the schedule.

It was resolved:
Meeting times/dates agreed for 2010/2011.  
505/10

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES TO:


The Northern Area Partnership Board
Police Liaison Group 
Parish Liaison Group 

Supporters of John Whitehead Park


Safer Billingham Partnership


Northern Area Transport Strategy Group

For 2009/10 Cllr Mike Smith attended the Billingham Area Partnership (now Northern Area Partnership), Cllr Milner attended the Police Liaison Group, Cllr Atkinson attended the Parish Liaison Group, Cllr McCoy attended the Supporters of John Whitehead Group, Cllr O’Donnell attended the Safer Billingham Partnership and Cllr Scott attended the Northern Area Transport Strategy Group.
Members discussed and agreed to retain seats on the groups as above with the exception of the Northern Area Partnership Board. Cllr Ray McCall was nominated to represent the Town Council on this board.  Cllr Milner will sit on the Supporters of John Whitehead Park group.  

It was resolved:
The appointment of representatives to partnership groups agreed.
506/10
REVIEW OF SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS – Shaw Trust

 
The Executive Officer informed members that funding is currently 


within the budget to continue with the Service Level Agreement with 

the Shaw Trust.


Members discussed the Service Level Agreement and agreed to 


continue with this for 2010/11. 




It was resolved:



Service Level Agreement to continue with Shaw Trust for 2010/11.
507/10
REVIEW OF COMMITTEE STRUCTURES


Members discussed the current committee structures.


Finance & Resources Committee 



Cllrs: Dickinson, Pollard, Scott, Mike Smith, Skilbeck.



Members agreed to retain seats on the committee with the 



exception of Cllr Dickinson who is unable to do so due to work 


commitments, and Cllr McCall agreed to take his place on the 


committee.


Services & Amenities Committee



Cllrs: Atkinson, Gallimore, McCall, McCoy, Metcalfe, Mockler, 


Pollard, Skilbeck.


Members agreed to retain seats on the committee with the 



exception of Cllrs Metcalfe and Skilbeck.  Cllr Milner agreed to 


sit on committee.  The Executive Officer to contact Cllr Gallimore to 

ascertain if he is still available to sit on the Services & Amenities 


Committee. 


Complaints & Staffing Committee


Cllrs: Colin Pollard, Ray McCall, Ann McCoy, Sharon Scott, 



Sue Skilbeck, Mike Smith, Paul Smith and Mick Stoker to float 


between committees as required.


The above members to make up the complaints & Staffing 



Committee.


It was resolved:



Appointment of committees agreed for 2010/2011.
508/10
TO CONSIDER SUBSCRIPTIONS/RENEWALS TO BE PAID ANNUALLY TO:

The Executive Officer advised members of the following:
Zurich Municipal Insurance Policy – renewal date 11th October 2010 the Executive Officer advised that she had looked at other insurance companies to ensure best deal for BTC.

National Association of Local Councils and Cleveland Local Councils Association – renewal date May 2010 both beneficial for BTC, particularly the direct access with NALC.

Cleveland Local Councils Association – renewal date May 2010

Society of Local Council Clerks – renewal date 23rd October 2010 costings to be advised later in the year.

It was resolved:
Insurance Policy to be approved for 2010/11.
Subscriptions to NALC, CLCA & SLCC to be approved for 2010/11.
509/10
LAUNCH OF THE PRIDE OF BILLINGHAM AWARDS

The Executive Officer informed members that the Pride of Billingham Awards will be launched at this meeting.  Details of the scheme will be placed onto our website.  The closing date for nominations is 31st March 2011.  Winners will attend our Annual General Meeting in May 2011 to receive awards.  Cllr Skilbeck asked if information could be cascaded to Resident Associations.

It was resolved:


Information to be put on Town Council website and cascaded to community groups etc.  
510/10
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 2Oth APRIL 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of Billingham Town Council meeting held on 20th April 2010.

It was resolved:

The minutes of the meeting were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.

511/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of meeting (discussion only)

SA48/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Youth Provision.  Cllr McCoy informed members that she is currently in the process of organising a meeting to discuss concerns raised in respect of the Youth Café which will include the local police.


SA48/10 – Train Station.  Cllr Mike Smith asked if there were any updates from Network Rail in response to our formal complaint.  The Executive Officer advised that they are to reply within 21 days which is almost due.  She will chase this.  
It was resolved:

The Executive Officer to chase a response from Network Rail.
512/10
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 6th MAY 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 6th May 2010.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the committee are to be accepted.

513/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the Services & Amenities Committee on 6th May 2010

SA92/10  Enforcement Provision.  Cllr Mike Smith asked if an update could be given at the next Town Council meeting.

SA104/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Communities Fund & Pathway to Payday Employment Programmes.  The Executive Officer informed members that Laura, Community Development Officer has resigned from her post.  The Executive Officer is currently liaising with Know How North East to fill the post.

It was resolved:


The enforcement team to attend the next Town Council meeting.   Executive Officer to give update from discussions with Know How North East re: post at Low Grange Community Centre.
514/10
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE HELD ON 6th MAY 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 6th May 2010.


It was resolved:


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.

515/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the Finance & Resources Committee on 6th May 2010

FR152/10 Review of Financial Policies/Standing Orders.  The Executive Officer advised members that a resolution is needed to be added to Standing Orders to highlight term of office for Chairman.  Members discussed this and all agreed that a resolution be added into Standing Orders that the Chairmanship be “normally no more than 2 years in office in any 4 year term as elected member”.


It was resolved:

A resolution to be added into Standing Orders that the Chairmanship be “normally no more than 2 years in office in any 4 year term as elected member”.

516/10
ADOPTION OF NEW & REVIEWED POLICIES
The Executive Officer sought approval from members to ratify and adopt the following updated policies:


Model Publications Policy

Financial Regulations

The Executive Officer informed members that the Annual Risk Assessment & Internal/External audits has been approved at Town Council on 16th March 2010.


It was resolved:
The polices be ratified and adopted by the Town Council.
517/10
FINANCE
Members considered the year end accounts for 2009/10 signed by 
the Chairman.  The Executive Officer informed members that there 
is currently £28,000 in allocated reserves for election costs. 
Members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously 
circulated.

Cheque payments were also presented for signature.


It was resolved:

The year end accounts for 2009/10 be approved.

The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

                 Cheques were signed by authorised signatories.
518/10
ANNUAL UPDATE REPORT FROM COMMITTEES FOR 2009/10
The Chair gave members an update on projects undertaken by the Finance & Resources and Services & Amenities Committees in 2009/10 in her annual report item 495/10.
519/10
PLANNING



The planning application report (previously circulated) was 



reviewed/discussed by members.


Members discussed planning application number 10/0961/COU 21 Station Road (formerly Three Cooks Bakery/Sandwich shop) for a proposal of change of use to Hot Food Takeaway.


Cllr O’Donnell asked what would happen if Council was divided on a planning application.  The Executive Officer informed members that she would speak to all members who had submitted responses to the planning application and then bring to committee.


Cllr Mike Smith asked if the full plans could be obtained for planning application 10/1183/FUL Stoney Oak Unit 3 – alterations/extensions to form licensed premises/restaurant.   


It was resolved:


The Town Council to object to planning application for 21 Station Road, stating clearly the impact this change of use will have on the neighbouring community.    
520/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



The meeting will be adjourned for 15 minutes to allow for 



public participation.



Kevin Bowler informed members that two of the local traders at the 


shops near the Stoney Oak have expressed an interest in obtaining 

units within the former public house. 


Kevin stated that in respect of the master plan for the Town Centre 


that he had raised this with Louise McDonald, Regeneration 



Manager who stated that the master plan had been accepted and 


approved.  His perception was that a draft plan had been circulated 


for comment.  Kevin enquired who had signed off the plan and  


highlighted that the public did not have any more input into the 


master plan.  Kevin was advised that his enquiry would be passed 


to Louise McDonald. 


Kevin enquired what would happen in the interim when Laura, 


Community Development Officer leaves her post.  The Executive 


Officer informed Kevin that she could not comment further until she 


has spoken to Know How North East and full Town Council. 
It was resolved
Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.

521/10
CORRESPONDENCE



The Executive Officer advised members of the following 



correspondence: 


Trader Jacks, Station Road.  The Executive Officer informed 


members that Elaine Atkinson, Planning Officer, Stockton Borough 


Council has informed her that a developer will be applying for 


planning permission for change of use of part of from existing public 

house to 3 no shop units and 2 no flats. 


A sign has already been placed onto the building advertising 2 


flats/shops prior to the application however this is normal practice.


Peveril Road.  The Executive Officer informed members that a 


resident has contacted her to say that contractors are coming 


near the site to drop off materials prior to 8.00 a.m.  This has been 


forwarded to 
planning enforcement at Stockton Borough Council.  


Unfortunately planning enforcement are unable to take any action 


unless the contractors enter the site prior to 8.00 a.m.


Aldi application for a liquor licence.  Mick Vaines from licensing 


at Stockton Borough Council has informed the Executive Officer 


that the consultation period ended on 19th April 2010.  The 



application has gone to a hearing due to concerns from local 


people.

522/10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 29th June 2010.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Signed……………………………………………….  Date ……………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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