Billingham Town Council

Minutes of Town Council Meeting

Tuesday 20th April 2010   
6.00 pm, 
Council Chamber, Billingham
Present:

Councillor Sue Skilbeck (Chairman)


Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Jane Metcalfe, Ray McCall, Ann 
McCoy, Jean O’Donnell, Colin Pollard, Sharon Scott, Michael 
Smith  & Mick Stoker
Apologies:

Cllrs James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, Olive Milner, Eleanor 
Mockler & Paul Smith
Official:

Dianne Rickaby – Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Roger Black

Billingham Carnival & Garden Show

Deryck Forrest
Billingham Environmental Link Programme

Denise Jeffrey
Town Centre Manager, Stockland UK

Kevin Bowler

North Billingham Residents Association

Sheila Wright

Resident - Peveril Road, Billingham

Ruth Oates

Resident – Peveril Road, Billingham


Rhiannon Oates
Resident – Peveril Road, Billingham


Carol Harcourt
Resident – Peveril Road, Billingham

476/10
NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

 477/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler & Paul Smith.
 478/10
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.


At this point Cllr Jean O’Donnell declared a non-prejudicial 



interest in the next agenda item as a member of the Carnival 


Committee.  Cllr O’Donnell signed a declaration of interests form.


The Chair explained that after members have asked guest speakers their questions then public will be allocated time to ask guest speakers questions.  Time will be allocated in relation to how many members of public would like to speak.
479/10
ROGER BLACK, Billingham Carnival


At this point Cllr Jean O’Donnell referred to the above declaration 


as being a member of the Carnival Committee.



Roger was in attendance at the meeting to give members an overview 

of the Billingham Carnival & Garden Show.  Roger informed 



members that the carnival has been running for over 18 years.  It is 


creating the perfect platform to launch community projects and 


celebrate their success.  Roger stated that the carnival gives the 


community a good entertainment factor and includes fairground rides, 

free kiddies & youth corner, free senior citizens café, 100 Years Gone 

2010/100 Years On, tug of war, judging of the schools fruit & vegetable 

displays, Teesside strongest man competition and dog show. 


Roger informed members of the 100 Years Gone/100 Years On 


project which has received a great response from local schools within 

Billingham.  The project aims to record the past and present of 


Billingham and its residents for people in the future.  Running between 

March and August, it has volunteers from Billingham’s seventeen 


schools to record what life is like living in Billingham in 2010. It also 


asks them to predict what life in Billingham will be like in the year 2110.  

The children’s results will be on display at the carnival and will then be 

locked away for 100 years.   


Deryck informed members that this year’s show will also include the 

Billingham Primary Schools Vegetable Competition were each school 

will exhibit 5 different vegetables for judging with the winning school 

receiving the BELP Trophy.  This competition is to encourage the 


school children to learn how to grow vegetables in their ECO Friendly 

Kitchen Gardens at school and has been organised by Billingham 


Environmental Link Programme (BELP) who are coaching the children 

and their teachers in vegetable cultivation.    


At this point a questions and answers session took place.
Q. Is High Clarence Primary School involved in this project?

A. Yes they have an allotment site but it is not yet operational as it needs fencing.

Q. Is it primary or secondary schools participating in the project?

A. Just primary schools.



Roger stated that the primary schools have been more receptive to the 

100 Years On/100 Years Gone project. 


Public questions



Kevin Bowler enquired why it states that Roger is the Funding 


Manager for the Billingham Legacy Fund.  Surely this should be set up 

with board members.


At this point the Chair intervened and reminded public that we need to 

stick to the agenda item of discussion.


No further questions.



The update from Roger and Deryck is accepted.



Roger and Deryck were thanked for attending the meeting.



Discussions to take place after public participation when a decision can 

be made on this agenda item.
480/10
DENISE JEFFREY – Town Centre Manager

Denise introduced herself to members and informed members that she has managed many town centres.  Denise feels that she has lots of work to do and would like to do many good things within the Town Centre.

Denise stated that the current problematic areas within the Town Centre relate to the concrete corrosion within the car park/ spiral ramp repairs. Members were advised that people are working behind the scenes to explore options for repair/replacement. Denise advised members that she is currently looking at replacements as the ramps are beyond repair. Denise fully understands that traders on the top level are suffering trade due to lack of access up to the top level.

Denise informed members that 20 CCTV cameras will be installed within the Town Centre week commencing 26th April 2010.  Another major problem within the Town Centre is children damaging property.  Denise stated that she would like to be pro-active and not reactive to this situation and is happy to help the children bring the Town Centre to life.  

Denise informed members that works have started on Block 10 Crown Buildings (Barclays Bank, the Post Office and the Dentist).

At this point a questions & answers session took place.

Q. With the additional Billingham Town Council enforcement provision 
      could this service not help with the issues of children within
      the Town Centre?

     Has there been a revised master plan?

A. Not aware of master plan changing to the current version.  Denise believes that the Town Centre is going to be a lot better and will attract tenants in pursuing the empty shop units within Billingham.  Denise will discuss with her manager if there are any changes to master plan.  Billingham Town Council enforcement provision can be utilised.
Q. Is it going to be good quality shops?

A. Yes.  We are looking at a good mixture.



For example: what was formerly Clark Willis Solicitors will be opened as 

a kitchen showroom. 


Denise will inform the Executive Officer when new tenants sign up for a 

shop.



Q.  Can you tell us the rational for not using Stockton Borough Councils

      Care For Your Area cleaning services?



A.   I needed to look at value for money and we were not

                            happy with the service currently being provided. We went to tender,       

      we have saved money and I hope that the new contractors will work 

      out but if this is not the case I will gladly revert back to Care For 

      Your Area services.  I will be undertaking a review in 3 months time.

Q. Will there still be a stall/area for voluntary groups to utilise to raise money for good causes?
A. No problem I would be pleased to help.
Q. What will happen to the flats above the shops?

A. New windows will be installed (one has just been installed above         Greggs) – looking to rent out some that are not tied in with lease agreement with shops below.
Q. Ramp/access and car park braced up is it safe?

A. It is not unsafe, unfortunately water got into the cracks in the concrete and caused it to corrode but it has been braced and is safe.  The Council have filled in the potholes.
Q. What is Stocklands opinion of the proposed Aldi site?

A. Stocklands initial response was that they didn’t want Aldi.  Stockland are currently trying to get things moving with a preferred food outlet.



Cllr Metcalfe asked the Executive Officer if she had any further 


information on Aldi’s application to sell alcohol from a proposed store at 

the corner of the Causeway/Finchale Avenue. The Executive Officer 

explained that the Town Council are unable to object to the 



licence, however she has been advised that all the problems that could 

occur should this be granted have been identified.
Q. How soon will repairs to the car park/spiral ramp be carried out and     CCTV cameras installed?

A. We need to get the bridges completed as soon as possible.  The 20        cameras will be installed in service areas and will be targeted after        hours.  The cameras will be voiced activated and recordings will be        taken.  Within 6 to 8 weeks the cameras will be up and running.


At this point Cllr McCoy informed members that herself and Cllr Barry 

Woodhouse had objected to the liquor licence application for Aldi.


Cllr O’Donnell informed members that she had spoken to Mick Vaines 

in licensing at Stockton Borough Council and he had advised that Aldi 

are testing the waters. Cllr McCoy informed members that reasons 


must be identified as to why saying no to the application. When 


Morrison’s wanted the same site, the land was owned by Church 


Commissioners not sure if still the case but a covenant was stipulated 

that no liquor was to be sold on the site. 


Public question



A member of the public asked Denise if Secondary Schools within the 

area had been contacted for their ideas of what they wanted?  Denise 

felt that this was a good idea to involve schools.  Denise commented 

that youngsters could be asked why they are hanging around when 


there are no lights within John Whitehead Park.  Denise was advised 

that the park closes of an evening hence no lighting. 


At this point Kevin Bowler introduced himself to Denise.  Kevin 


stated that people have been led to believe that we are waiting for 


master plan?  Is the plan coming and when will it be disclosed?



Denise informed Kevin that she could not answer this question at the 

moment but would seek further information.



It was resolved:



The update from Denise is accepted.



Denise was thanked for attending the meeting.



At this point the Chair closed the meeting to allow public participation.  

As per agenda item 7.
481/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


In attendance at the meeting were residents of Peveril Road.

Cllr Ray McCall gave members an update on problems experienced by residents living within Peveril Road and surrounding areas due to work currently being carried out by building contractors.

Rhiannon Oates a resident of Peveril Road informed members that two areas of work are currently in progress. Northumbrian Water has started work on sewer pipes to a new building development at the side of Peveril Road. Rhiannon informed members that residents have received no notification of the commencement of works at the new building development. Contractors are urinating in gardens and the area has become unsafe for children due to construction traffic.  The site is not contained and vehicles are just reversing not being guided.  Also contractors are not adhering to the planning conditions and are commencing construction work before stipulated times.

Cllr Mike Smith stated that it is outrageous that this has been allowed to happen.  Cllr McCall stated that he had witnessed the vehicles and it is a right mess.  Cllr Stoker stated that under planning conditions there would be a list of conditions attached to the approval of the proposal.  Has there been a planning application?.


A resident stated that Colin Snowden had visited the area.  However Colin was not helpful and stated that the contractors should not be there.


The Executive Officer gave an update on emails received from Development & Neighbourhood Services at Stockton Borough Council.


Residents stated that prior to commencement of works by Northumbrian Water signs were placed around the area notifying residents of the works.  However the plans for the building development have not been made available to members of the public.


It was resolved:


The concerns of the residents of Peveril Road were noted, Billingham Town Council will look into this in more detail and keep residents fully informed.

Members of the public were thanked for attending the meeting.


At this point the Chair asked members to discuss with a possible vote on a proposal to support the Billingham Carnival & Garden Show. 

Members discussed the proposal and felt that the Town Council should support the Carnival.  The Chair asked members how the Town Council could support the Carnival?

Cllr Scott asked if the Town Council would support a particular event?  Cllr Metcalfe suggested that a representative from the Services & Amenities Committee sit on the Carnival Committee. Cllr McCoy felt that an amount should be set and a delegate to work with carnival.  Cllr Pollard felt happy to support the carnival but had concerns about finances and how the money is spent and felt that the Town Council should direct how the money is spent, particularly with regards to good cause. Cllr Mike Smith asked if the Town Council could consider looking at sponsoring the children’s corner/youth section.

It was proposed a financial donation of £5,000 be made to Billingham Carnival.  The Executive Officer suggested that it would be beneficial to the Carnival if Billingham Town Council to be primary sponsors and to work with Roger on a long term strategy over the coming years to eventually be full sponsors.

The Chair asked members if they would like to proceed with a financial donation to the carnival.


Members discussed this and felt this would be a good opportunity for partnership working.  Members voted in support for the proposal.

It was resolved:


Members recommend to support Billingham Carnival & Garden Show.


A donation of £5,000 input be given to the Billingham Carnival & Garden Show to sponsor youth/children’s corner.  A member of the Services & Amenities Committee and Executive Officer to sit on the steering group for the Carnival.
482/10
NICOLA GARNHAM, REGENERATION OFFICER – Stockton Borough Council


The Executive Officer informed members that unfortunately Nicola was 

unable to attend the meeting. 


The Executive Officer gave members an update on regeneration 


matters (report previously circulated).


The Executive Officer advised members that Louise McDonald would 

be attending the next Town Council meeting to give an update on the 

Integrated Health & Social Care Facility.
 

 It was resolved


The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.
483/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16TH MARCH 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 16th March 2010.


It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
484/10
MATTERS ARISING – from minutes of meeting (discussion only)

None.

485/10
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 8TH APRIL 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 8th April 2010.

It was resolved


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.
486/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on the 8th April 2010.

SA48/10 Ongoing/New Projects Update – Youth Provision.  As the new cabinet member for youth services Cllr McCoy will report back on the issues reported in respect of the Youth Café.


Train Station – Cllr Mike Smith enquired if there are qualified personnel at stations to assist passengers with disabilities. The Executive Officer explained the procedures for passengers unable to access the train service at their local station.  Cllr Mike Smith felt that Network Rail should inform disabled passengers of the stations with appropriate access prior to their journey.

Flower tubs – Members asked if there was any progress on the flower tubs which had been vandalised on Finchale Avenue. The Executive Officer advised members that the police are watching the area, the youngsters involved are not usual suspects.
487/10
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE ON 8TH APRIL 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 8th April 2010.


It was resolved


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Finance & Resources Committee on 8th April 2010 are to be accepted.

488/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on the 8th April 2010.

FR142/10 Other Business – Cllr Mike Smith asked if he could be part of the steering committee for the Billingham Charity Trophy Event.     


It was resolved:


Cllr Mike Smith to sit on steering committee for the Billingham Charity Trophy.


Members approved the recommendation to donate £5,000 to Billingham Charity Trophy Event.  The event will now have a main sponsorship from Billingham Town Council for 2010.
 489/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously circulated) and detailed in Service & Amenities minutes.


Allotments

Cllr McCoy asked if the Executive Officer could look further into gardening schemes.

Community Newspaper

The Chair expressed her thanks and appreciation to the Executive

Officer for her hard work carried out to getting the newspaper developed and distributed to residents.

It was resolved:


The Executive Officers report is accepted.
  490/10
FINANCE  


The members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated. 

It was resolved

The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.
491/10
PLANNING

The planning application report (previously circulated) was reviewed/discussed by members.


It was resolved:


The Town Council to object to Aldi’s application for a liquor licence.  No comments on other planning applications received.
492/10
CORRESPONDENCE

The Executive Officer advised members of the following correspondence:
· Letter from British Energy in respect of potential for new nuclear development at Hartlepool.
· Northern Rail – A guide for customers with disabilities.
· Letter from Secretary, for and on behalf of New Life Church – expressing gratitude for donation of £5,000.

· Invitation from Peter Hoskins, Trailblazers to attend Community Football Match on Friday 7th May 2010.

493/10
OTHER BUSINESS


The Chair informed members that a cheque presentation for £400 had taken place on Friday 16th April 2010 to the Motor Neurone Disease Association.  This amount had been raised during her year as Chairman and particularly at the Christmas Event held in John Whitehead Park on 5th December 2009.

Cllr Metcalfe informed members that she is currently working for the Community Task Force. The scheme encourages young people aged 18-24 years to obtain placements which will benefit the community. Two placement officers are currently working within Billingham.  Placements can be utilised within community groups. A placement can be for 13 weeks. CRB checks are not carried out. 

Cllr O’Donnell informed members of a death at the Clarence’s due to a house fire. A letter in the gazette had speculated that the death was due to the removal of the fire engine at Billingham Fire Station. However this is not so as the response to the fire was adequate.


Cllr McCoy informed members that herself and Cllr Ray McCall have visited Roseberry Park (formerly St. Lukes Hospital) and this is a great facility.
494/10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 18th May 2010 AGM & Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 6.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
Signed……………………………………………….  Date …………………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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