Billingham Town Council

Minutes of Town Council Meeting

Tuesday 16th March 2010   
6.00 pm, 
Council Chamber, Billingham
Present:

Councillor Sue Skilbeck (Chairman)


Councillors; Helen Atkinson, James Dickinson, Alan Gallimore, 
Jane Metcalfe, Ray 
McCall, Ann McCoy, Olive Milner, Colin 
Pollard, Michael Smith & Paul Smith
Apologies:

Cllrs Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Sharon Scott & Mick 
Stoker
Official:

Dianne Rickaby – Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Inspector Andy Fox 


Billingham Police Station

Nicola Garnham


Regeneration Officer, Stockton 




Borough Council
457/10
NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

 458/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Sharon Scott & Mick Stoker.
 459/10
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

No declarations were made at this point.
460/10
INSPECTOR ANDY FOX – (Billingham Police)


Inspector Fox was in attendance at the meeting to introduce himself to 

members of Billingham Town Council.  He informed members that he 

has been in his dual post since January 2010 and for the last five years 

has held the post of Head of Community Safety for Stockton.  Inspector 

Fox informed members that he now runs two portfolios divided between 

Community Safety and Billingham Police Station. 


Inspector Fox identified that the problematic areas within Billingham are 

predominately in Port Clarence with the recent specific issue of 


telephone cabling being stolen on several occasions.  He informed 


members that the Crime Prevention department are in the process of 

pricing 5 stand alone CCTV cameras which will cost approximately 


£15,000.  Inspector Fox stated that he is committed to providing the 

cameras to help secure the area.  He stated that perception of crime is 

different to what people think.  Over 700 crimes a month involving 


burglary and car theft etc.  The message is that crime isn’t as bad as 

we think.  Neighbourhood Police Officers can attend residents groups to 

talk to residents.  Inspector Fox asked if Billingham Town Council could 

assist with funding towards the camera’s for Port Clarence.



A questions and answer session took place.



Q.  Can a mobile camera be put in place as a temporary measure at 

      Port Clarence?



A.  We are waiting for insurance and then a mobile camera can be 


      placed as an interim measure.  Many measures have been 

      
      put into place to reduce cable theft.


Q.  Has the cable been found?


A.  20 people have been arrested over the last month in connection 

      with the theft of the cable.  



Comment.  Inspector Fox was commended for work being carried out 

at the Clarence’s.  
 


The Executive Officer raised concerns from a meeting with PC Simon 

Pearson regarding youngsters being unruly outside of the Youth Café in 

Billingham Town Centre and that may be there are concerns with lack 

of structured activities.



Nicola Garnham informed members that a meeting has been set up 

with Stockton Borough Council land and property, Denise Jeffrey’s 


Town Centre Manager and Youth Café management to discuss the 


Youth Café as there are reports that the steps of the dentist have been 

damaged.



Cllr McCoy stated that she has been informed that CCTV cameras are 

being installed.

Q. Is there going to be a police station at Clarence’s?

A. I have met with Paul Magee & Danielle Barnes who want to 
      contribute financially to having a police presence.



Inspector Fox advised of an individual who is wanting to set up mixed 

martial arts at Clarence’s to provide more youth services for 



youngsters.

Q. Can a Police Officer be sent to Clarence’s?



A. More officers are needed in Billingham Town Centre.  I have 


     approached the District Commander for an officer for Clarence’s on 

     a part-time basis. 


It was resolved


Inspector Fox was thanked for attending the meeting.


At this point the Chair advised that she would be leaving the meeting at 7.00 pm.
461/10
NICOLA GARNHAM, REGENERATION OFFICER – Stockton Borough Council


Nicola gave an update on regeneration matters in Billingham, further to 

the report which was circulated earlier in March.


Nicola gave members an update on the corrosion elements within the 

Town Centre and that she has spoken to Denise Jeffrey the new Town 

Centre Manager who advised that structural engineers are currently 

looking at ramps etc.  However no change is expected in the short term, 

the temporary barriers alerting people of the problem area keep being 

knocked down and permanent barriers are needed. Nicola informed 

members that Denise is based within the Town Centre 5 days a week at 

unit 130 Queensway and has a full time assistant called Jeff.


A questions and answers session took place.


Q.  Is there any progress on Billingham House? The building is an eye 

      sore and residents are asking what is happening?



A.  I will see if I can obtain a more detailed report and forward it on.


Q.  Is there any movement on the old Kwik Save site?


A.  Currently in negotiations with the retailer on this site.



Q.  How long will the Ethel Austin store be in the Town Centre?



A.  Not sure – more information will be given when Stockton Borough 
                 Council know more.


Q.  Can the pictures in the Art Gallery be changed/updated?



A.  Yes


At this point Cllr McCoy gave a statement to eradicate any 



rumours/fears that the “old” ice rink pads and barriers are being 


utilised to open another ice rink.  This is not the case, they are currently 

in storage and Stockton Borough Council are reviewing the best options 

as to whether the equipment is fit to use again. 

  

 It was resolved


The update from Nicola is accepted.

 Nicola was thanked for attending the meeting. 

462/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


No public in attendance.

463/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16TH FEBRUARY 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 16th February 2010.


It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
464/10
MATTERS ARISING – from minutes of meeting (discussion only)

When minutes are amended and circulated please can changes be identified to save printing copies.

 
It was resolved:

The request be noted.

465/10
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11TH MARCH 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 11th March 2010.

It was resolved


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.
466/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on the 11th March 2010.

In respect of item SA74/10 Ongoing/New projects update –Billingham Train Station.  The Executive Officer informed members that she had checked the Disability Discrimination Act and it clearly states that reasonable adjustments must be made for accessibility to public services, under the act. The Executive Officer to speak with Network Rail as disabled access must be addressed. Cllr Pollard reported that North Billingham Residents Association has reported a notice which states a public right of way near the station.

Cllr Pollard asked when Stockton Borough Councils criteria on grit bins changed.  Cllr McCoy stated that she was not sure and has enquired into further information on the criteria.

Cllr McCoy asked if she still needs to be on the Services & Amenities Committee as it coincides with Cabinet meeting.

The Chair advised that Cllr McCoy can submit her apologies for the next Services & Amenities Committee as at the AGM the Committees members will be re-elected.


It was reported that the flower tubs at Finchale Avenue outside John Whitehead Park have been vandalised.


Cllr Metcalfe gave her apologies for not attending the meeting due to work commitments.


Cllr Mike Smith felt that subsitutes for committee meetings are needed and this should be discussed at the AGM.

It was resolved

All matters arising be noted and followed up where necessary.
467/10
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE ON 11TH MARCH 2010 – meeting cancelled

The Executive Officer gave members an update on information in respect of review of risk assessment and review of effectiveness of internal audit, in the absence of the Finance & Resources Committee the Executive Officer advised that she had consulted with the Finance & Resources Committee with regards to the Schedule of Accounts, Internal Audit procedures and Risk Assessments.


It was resolved


Recommendations from Finance & Resources Committee be accepted.


Town Council approved and accepted the reviews of internal audit procedures and risk assessments.

The update from the Executive Officer is accepted.

At this point the Chair left the meeting and Vice Chair Cllr Pollard chaired the meeting.
468/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on the 8th April 2010.

None.
469/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously circulated) and detailed in Service & Amenities minutes.


The Executive Officer informed members that she has received numerous complaints about dog fouling which have been notified to enforcement.  Also it has been reported that we are experiencing an increase in fly tipping, again enforcement are dealing with this.

Hot spots seem to be the Stokesley Crescent area and behind Billingham Press. The Executive Officer to speak to Richard Bradley at Care For Your Area on hotspots and routes currently cleaned by the department and to see if these areas can be included in a regular route clean.


Members stated that the Executive Officer is to be applauded for her hard work in instrumenting the Town Council’s participation with the Communities Fund project as the project is going very well and proving beneficial to the people of Billingham.

It was resolved:


The Executive Officers report is accepted.
  470/10
FINANCE  


The members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated. The Executive Officer asked members if they would consider adopting a pension scheme for staff to pay pension contributions into.  The Executive Officer advised that provision has been made in 2009/10 & 2010/11 budgets. The current contribution rate for Town Council’s is 18.2% of gross payroll for each employee. 

It was resolved

The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.

Members approved the pension scheme.
471/10
PLANNING

The planning application report (previously circulated) was reviewed/discussed by members.


The Executive Officer advised members that further information has been requested on planning application number 10/0182/HAZ Koppers UK Ltd, Port Clarence, Huntsman Drive Seal Sands, Middlesbrough. Proposal: Hazardous Substance Consent for increase in quantities of toxic materials.

Members discussed the planning applications and had no objections. No decision to be made on Koppers UK Ltd application until more details are made available.

It was resolved:


The planning applications are approved.
 472/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public in attendance.
473/10
CORRESPONDENCE

The Executive Officer advised members of the following correspondence:
· Letter from Eric Saxelby-Robert’s in respect of dog fouling and fly tipping. (reported earlier).


It was resolved



Executive Officer to address Mr Eric Saxelby-Robert’s letter with 


regards to the fly tipping/dog fouling and speak to Care For Your Area. 
474/10
OTHER BUSINESS


Cllr Mike Smith reported problems in respect of grey hound racing on Rievaulx Avenue field. It was stated that the use of land for the purposes of grey hound racing brings numerous problems and would warrant some form of insurance.


Cllr Pollard reported an issue with horse riders using grass verges which are being damaged within Billingham West. Cllr McCoy commented that it is difficult to enforcement anything due to a lack of bridal paths. 

Cllr Milner reported that in Carlton Avenue horses are galloping over the play area and on the pavement.

Cllr Milner reported problems with parking on Embleton Avenue with driver/residents in connection with Priors Mill C of E Primary School.  The problems being around blocking entrances to driveways. The Executive Officer advised that she would discuss this issue with Neil Ellison, Park & Stride at Stockton Borough Council to look at a solution, to eradicate this problem. 

At this point Cllr Milner gave her apologies for the meeting in April.

It was resolved


Executive Officer to address the above matters with the appropriate personnel at Stockton Borough Council.
475/10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th April 2010 commencing at 6.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
Signed……………………………………………….  Date …………………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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