Billingham Town Council

Minutes of Town Council Meeting

Tuesday 16th February 2010   
6.00 pm, 
Council Chamber, Billingham
Present:

Councillor Sue Skilbeck (Chairman)


Councillors; Helen Atkinson, Alan Gallimore, Ray McCall, Ann 
McCoy, Olive Milner, Eleanor Mockler, Jean O’Donnell, Colin 
Pollard, Sharon Scott, Michael Smith & Mick Stoker
Apologies:

Cllrs Jane Metcalfe & Paul Smith
Official:

Dianne Rickaby – Executive Officer
In Attendance:
Mick McLone 


Neighbourhood Enforcement 




Service, Stockton Borough 




Council

Lee Wright



Neighbourhood Enforcement 




Service, Stockton Borough 




Council


Simon Towers


Managing Director, NPL 





Estates

Arran Cameron 


Project Manager, NPL Estates


Michael Armstrong


Standards Committee


Terry Waldron


Sembcorp


Kevin Bowler



North Billingham Residents 




Association
438/10
NOTICE OF MEETING

The notice convening the meeting was taken as read.

 439/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


To receive any apologies of absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs Jane Metcalfe & Paul Smith.
 440/10
CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair asked if there were any declarations of interests.

No declarations were made at this point.
441/10
MICK McLONE & LEE WRIGHT, Neighbourhood Enforcement Service – Stockton Borough Council


Mick gave members an overview of the current enforcement service provision.  The current hours of the service are 16½ hours per day, 362 days a year (not Christmas Day, Boxing Day or New Year’s Day).  Officers work a 2 shift system, with a 4½ hour overlap.  The early shift commences at 7.30 am to 6.00 pm and the late shift 1.30 p.m. to midnight. Mick informed members that on a full shift turnout they have four Neighbourhood Enforcement Officers, with default patterns of one officer in Thornaby, Ingleby Barwick and Yarm, two in Stockton, one in Billingham/Northern Area, plus a senior covering the whole Borough.  Officers deal with the concierge service, care call alarms and CCTV images. Mick informed members that the service currently has 4 wireless CCTV cameras that can be installed onto street lighting columns over 8 metres high.  These images are sent back to the centre and monitored by security staff.  All images are recorded under PACE (police and criminal evidence) logged, bagged and tagged.   


On average Billingham gets 1.25 officers per shift, therefore 2½ during the overlap. Mick advised members that he feels additional enforcement provision is needed for Billingham i.e. if there is a gang of youths in John Whitehead Park two officers would be required to attend. Mick advised members that the officers could be based at Billingham Town Centre and times can be allocated to suite particular need.

A questions and answer session took place.


Q.  What added value would we give to Billingham as it

      appears that the police are already doing a good job?
A. The police do not prioritise antisocial behaviour as quickly as
      dedicated Enforcement Officers who act as the eyes & ears for
      residents and police.  Residents receive a quicker response to
      incidents from the Enforcement service.
Q. Can we review the system when in place?

A. Yes to accommodate need.

Q. Why is this service different to the Police Community Support Officers?

 

A.  These officers finish at 10.00 pm.  Enforcement Officers don’t and 

      they have more power to give out Section 57 sanctions which 


      means the offenders can not go back in a particular area for 24 


      hours.  

Q.  Is there a pattern of reported crime/anti-social behaviour?                       
A. We know hotspot areas and can do a crime analysis that could

      indicate problematic areas.

Statement.  North Billingham Residents Association are in favour of Enforcement Officers.

Statement.  It comes down to reported crime and residents will receive a faster response from the Enforcement Services.
Q. How many calls show an area as a hot spot?

A. Could be one call, but regular meetings give the service an idea of       where we need to focus.
Q. Are incidents graded by type?

A. No could be anything but dedicated officers guarantee a response.


Q.  Can Enforcement Officers act on grass verge parking or 

      
                 driving?


A.  Section 59 can be acted on which means that the offence is 


      attached to owner and licence.



Statement.  It was stated that Mick and his team do a 



fantastic job and the Town Council has no issue with buying additional 

services.  However 
we do have some concerns around value for 


money and we are not sure that residents will approve of an additional 

3 hours per week.
Q. What % of the 6 hours will actually be spent on the street?
A. Officers should not be in surveillance centre no more than 15 minutes per shift – spider out into areas and then to hotspots.



At this point the Chair allowed public participation to address questions 
           to Mick McLone.

Q. Kevin Bowler – When will powers be available for parking restrictions?
A. Within the next few weeks legislation powers should be available.


The update from Mick is accepted.


Mick was thanked for attending the meeting.



Discussions to take place after next agenda item when a decision can 

be made on both agenda items.
442/10
SIMON TOWERS, MANAGING DIRECTOR – NPL ESTATES

Simon was in attendance at the meeting to give members an update following the public exhibition (in November 2009) of the proposal to re-open the anhydrite mine in Billingham.  Simon advised members that a planning application has now been submitted for the development of a Waste Management Facility at the former anhydrite mine at Billingham, to Stockton Borough Council and can be viewed on Stockton Borough Council’s website.

Arran, Project Manager gave members a copy of a non technical summary. He informed members that S106 agreement is currently being discussed with Stockton Borough Council.

Simon informed members that an Environmental Trust would be set up made up of local people to provide a forum to discuss and decide on communities benefits that may require funding from land fill taxes.

In respect of lorry tax and land fill tax this is something that NPL would like to work in partnership with the Town Council and how this will be distributed within Billingham, and will benefit all of our community.

Simon advised members that NPL are currently preparing an environmental statement to be submitted within the next few weeks.


A questions and answers session took place.


Q.  When fly ash is added to water it is reported that this can be nasty –
                            is this true?
A. No as fly ash is inert, water in the mine will be contained as part of

      the permit as it won’t be allowed via environment agency.

Q. As the hours of operation will be 24 hours, what road routes will be
      used?

A. A traffic routing strategy has been produced via Haverton Hill Road

     as the main entrance as part of the S106 agreement. This

     would result in 18 deliveries per day spread over a 24 hour period to

     minimise any potential impact at peak times.

Q.  In respect of the land fill tax who would be members of the

      Committee.
A.  This would be down to a core collective (5-10 members) I would
      encourage a mix of members of Billingham Town Council, Stockton

      Borough Councillors, local interest groups and community groups.
Q.  Have any individuals registered an interest?

A.  Saltholme reserve have professed an interest.

Statement. Cllr Mike Smith – he perceived that organisations such as  Saltholme would be recipients of the fund and would need to apply to the governing group.


At this point the Chair allowed public participation to address questions 
           to Simon Towers.

Q. Kevin Bowler - in respect of the Environmental Trust as The Billingham Partnership will cease in March 2010 would some of lorry tax money be able to be put into a legacy fund for future community benefits?.
A. This would be a matter for Billingham Town Council to consider

       should they be governing body of the lorry tax fund.   


The update from Simon is accepted.





Simon, Arran and Terry were thanked for attending the meeting.



At this point the Chairman asked members to vote on the 



proposals for additional Enforcement provision within Billingham, 


including additional costs.  Also the development of a Waste 



Management Facility at the former anhydrite mine at Billingham. Do 

Billingham Town Council support or oppose the proposal?.


Members voted on the proposal for the development of a Waste 


Management Facility.



In respect of the additional enforcement provision discussion took place 

on ‘value for money’. Six members voted in support for the proposal 

and six members opposed.  The Chair had the casting vote to proceed 

with the proposal.  

At this point Cllr O’Donnell declared a personal non-prejudicial interest as being a member of the Planning Committee, Stockton Borough Council (and left the meeting).


Seven members voted in support for the proposal, one member   


against and three abstained.    

  

 It was resolved


The majority vote to accept proposal to fund 2 Enforcement Officers for 3 hours each both Friday & Saturday evening for an initial period of six months to be reviewed.


 The majority vote to support the proposal for the development of a 
 
 Waste Management Facility at the former anhydrite mine at Billingham. 

443/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Members of the public were allocated public participation time to address questions earlier in the meeting.
444/10
MINUTES OF TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19TH JANUARY 2010

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Town Council meeting on 19th January 2010.


It was resolved

The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings.
445/10
MATTERS ARISING – from minutes of meeting (discussion only)

Cllr Mockler stated that more Credit Unions are needed within Billingham. The Executive Officer advised members that information has been received on sessions held within Billingham at Footsteps Children’s’ Centre and Clarence’s Community Centre by Tees Credit Union.

Cllr Pollard stated that it might be useful to mention this service within the Town Council newsletter.

 
It was resolved

Tees Credit union to be mentioned in next newsletter.
446/10
MINUTES OF THE SERVICES & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 11TH FEBRUARY 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on 11th February 2010.

It was resolved


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Committee are to be accepted.
447/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Services & Amenities Committee on the 11th February 2010.

SA63/10 Community Orchard Cllr Pollard stated that a meeting at the site of the Orchard has been confirmed for Thursday 25 February 2010 at 2.00 p.m. 

At this point Cllr McCall gave his late apologies for not attending the Committee meeting on 11 February 2010.


Cllr O’Donnell advised members that in respect of S106 monies relating to Charlton’s Pond/Osbourne Park the owners are not passing this over. Cllr Stoker confirmed that the owners are still Osbournes.

The Chair gave members an update on SA64/10 Youth Service and that as discussed at this meeting Billingham Town Council would not be proceeding with the Youth Café project at the present time and will look into revising the allocation of youth monies to various other groups within Billingham. 

The Executive Officer gave members a further update on Youth Services. Members were informed that there have been many discussions over the past year with Stockton Borough Council with regards to Billingham Town Council investing in the Youth Café in Billingham. Billingham Town Council decided not to pursue with funding additional resources into the café until we were in receipt of the details of the youth review.

Initially we asked for standard information such as accounts and sustainability plan for the Youth Café before we could proceed with our proposals, this is standard good financial practice.  It was our intention to provide extra sessions for the café over the summer period when the Forum closed for its refurbishment.

Stockton Borough Council were unable to give us this information as the youth review was pending.  We were then advised that the results of the review were going to be delayed until October 2009.  With this in mind and the shortage of youth leaders we were unable to proceed with plans at that time.  We were told that the result of the review would be available in January 2010.

Billingham Town Council decided to wait for the results of the review so that we were confident that the allocated funds would be invested in a viable, sustainable project.

The Executive Officer informed members that she has recently been informed that the results of the review have been delayed once again and will not be available until July 2010.


The Executive Officer informed members that she had attended a youth provider forum on 1st February.  At the meeting she was advised that there are other youth groups in Billingham that would benefit from some local support/sponsorship. The Executive Officer advised members that perhaps it would be beneficial if Billingham Town Council look into revising the allocation of youth monies to various groups that would have a greater benefit.

The Executive Officer advised that she had visited TrailBlazers (see matters arising from Finance & Resources).

448/10
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE ON 11TH FEBRUARY 2010

Consideration was given to the recommendations from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on 11th February 2010.


It was resolved


The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and the recommendations made by the Finance & Resources Committee on 11th February 2010 are to be accepted.

449/10
MATTERS ARISING – from the minutes of the Finance & Resources Committee on the 11th February 2010.

FR128/10 TrailBlazers The Chair advised members that herself, Cllr Scott and Executive Officer had recently visited the Youth Service at New Life Family Centre in Billingham. This project attracts over 100 youngsters aged between 8-17 on a Friday evening. The Executive Officer explained that the facilities are excellent.  Youngsters are able to play football on Bede College astro turf and there are crafts and games. This was reiterated by Cllr Scott.

TrailBlazers is run by Peter and Sarah Hoskin who put all of their time into the Youth Club voluntarily.


Members discussed the proposal for £5000 for the Youth Service at New Life Family Centre, Billingham, to pay for costs of hire of football pitches and to help towards craft equipment.


Cllr Stoker informed members that Cleveland Fire Brigade has qualified FA coaches available and funds that could possibly be obtained from the Community Foundation programme.


FR128/10 Pride of Billingham Awards – The Chair gave members an update on the proposal of running a scheme to nominate residents who have been perhaps outstanding citizens or good neighbours who would receive an award from Billingham Town Council.  It has been discussed how this would be financed and members discussed having four awards of an amount of £100 each award.


Members discussed the scheme and felt that the project should go ahead.

It was resolved:


£5000 is approved for the Youth Service at New life Family Centre, Billingham.  However it was agreed that the Chair and Vice Chair to apportion the £5000 as needed.

The Executive Officer to prepare an outline plan of a scheme for “Pride of Billingham” awards.
450/10
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Executive Officer gave an update on projects (report previously circulated) and detailed in Service & Amenities minutes.


The Executive Officer gave a brief outline and opened to questions from members.


It was resolved:


The Executive Officers report is accepted.

Cllr McCoy thanked the Executive Officer for all her hard work.
  451/10
FINANCE  


The members considered the monthly Schedule of Accounts previously circulated.  It was suggested that it would be good practice not to identify individual salaries on the schedule of accounts, but to collectively show an amount for salaries.

It was resolved

The monthly accounts are accepted for payment.
452/10
PLANNING

The planning application report (previously circulated) was reviewed/discussed by members.


At this point Cllr O’Donnell mentioned to members planning application 09/2859/ADV – Ashwood Lodge Nursing Home, Bedale Avenue, Billingham.  This is in respect of a proposal for a retrospective application for 1 no. free standing 4m high V shaped advertising board.

Members felt this is quite a high board.  A member stated that they had seen the board and that it isn’t as intrusive as people may think due to size.

The Executive Officer advised members on planning application 10/0203/HAZ – Halterman Limited, Haverton Hill Road, Billingham.  This is in respect of an application to vary hazardous substance to store formaldehyde.


It was resolved:


The planning applications are approved.
 453/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

At this point the chair closed the meeting for 10 minutes to allow public participation.


Q.  Kevin Bowler – Are the horses still on the land at the Community  
      Orchard?

A.  Reported that they have now vacated the land.


Q, In respect of the additional enforcement provision will Mick McLone

                          go for the six month pilot?

A. The Executive Officer advised that Mick is happy to discuss option.

Q. In respect of the Integrated Health & Social Care Facility is the
                          Police Station part of the site?
A. Cllr McCoy advised Kevin that discussions would need to take place  

      with the Police to see if they wish to be part of an integrated
      building.


Kevin informed members that North Billingham Residents Association need funding for the proposed MUGA at High Grange. Could Billingham Town Council help in any way by maybe being the enrolling body (to BIFFA land fill) to attract funding?.

It was resolved:


Kevin Bowler was thanked for input, the Executive Officer to look at helping NBRA to find funding for the MUGA at High Grange.
454/10
CORRESPONDENCE

The Executive Officer advised members of the following correspondence:
· Email from Adrian Thickett, Network Safety, Stockton Borough Council - Wolviston Mill Lane, Billingham – prohibition of driving and 24 hour waiting restrictions.
· Letter from Richard Bradley, Head of Care For Your Area




Letter of thanks for writing to CFYA expressing our thanks for 

service/response to requests during inclement weather.
· Letter from Mark Gillson, Senior Engineer, Stockton Borough Council - 
Proposed Bus Shelter – Rievaulx Avenue

· Gillian Beauchamp, Associate Director & Principal Landscape Archietect, Wardell Armstrong - 
Proposed Energy from Waste Plant, Billingham
· Bridget Hall, Communications Manager, Avecia Biologics

Proposed Expansion to ABC5000 facility on Belasis Avenue

· Rievalux Field – Information given re:  Use for greyhounds racing on green field.
455/10
OTHER BUSINESS


Cllr O’Donnell informed members that a review on Greenspaces is currently being undertaken by Stockton Borough Council.

The Executive Officer advised members that Roger Black would be attending the Town Council meeting in April. 

456/10
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 16th March 2010 commencing at 6.00 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting was closed. 
Signed……………………………………………….  Date …………………………………
Chairman to Billingham Town Council
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